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The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture 
in Representative Government 

 
 

"The United States Senate:  A Distinctive Institution  
with Distinctive Problems" 

 
 

STEVEN  S.  SMITH 
 

 

 For the past decade, Steve Smith has served as the Kate M. Gregg 
Distinguished Professor of Social Sciences, Professor of Political Science, 
and Director of the Murray Weidenbaum Center on the Economy, 
Government, and Public Policy at Washington University in St. Louis.   
 Professor Smith is one of the foremost, nationally-recognized scholars 
on congressional politics. He has authored or co-authored a number of 
books on the Congress including Politics or Principle: Filibustering in the 
United States Senate (Brookings Institution, 1997); Party Influence in 
Congress (Cambridge University Press, 2007); and Steering the Senate: 
The Development of Party Leadership in the U.S. Senate (Cambridge 
University Press, forthcoming).    
 He has worked on Capitol Hill as a Congressional Fellow of the 
American Political Science Association, as a Brookings Institution senior 
fellow, and as an expert witness before congressional committees on 
various legislative proposals to change filibuster procedures and parlia-
mentary practices. 
  

  

PUBLIC LECTURES 
 

The History of the Senate: A Special Role in the American System? 
3:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 11 

 
The Contemporary Senate: Clubby, Individualistic, and Partisan 

3:30 p.m., Wednesday, October 12 
 

The Future of the Senate: The Case for Reform 
3:30 p.m., Thursday, October 13 

 
 
 
 
 
All lectures will be delivered in the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation Auditorium, 
Room 1140 in Gaylord Hall, 395 W. Lindsey St., Norman, OK.  Parking is available in the multi-
purpose parking lot at the southeast corner of Lindsey St. and Asp Ave. For accommodations on 
the basis of disability, please call  (405) 325-6372 or email carlalbertcenter@ou.edu. 
 
The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. 
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