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SPECIAL POINTS OF

INTEREST:

« Fall 2007 Convocation —
Sunday, December 16, 2007 at
3PM

« AFAM Book Club begins in
January 2008

« AFAM Director, Dr. Jeanette
Davidson returns from sabbati-
cal in January

| find, in being
black, a thing of
beauty: a joy; a
strength; a secret
cup of gladness.

-Ossie Davis
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THE END OF ANOTHER SEMESTER—YET THE BEGINNING TO A NEW YEAR AND A

NEW YOU

Well you can say that you

have arrived. You have sur-
vived the rigors and challenges
of Fall Semester 2007. You
may have gotten some cuts and
bruises along the way, yet you
still arrived. Yes, you
may have fallen along
the way and now wear
bandages to cover your
scarred Rnees, however
you got back up and
now you're standing once
again.

Rejoice in the fact that you've
made it this far. Celebrate the
great lessons that you learned
while you were on your path-
way to your destiny.

For some of you this semester
end, marks the ending of your
university experience, as you
prepare to graduate. For oth-
ers it is only the closing of one
chapter and the anticipation
that awaits the next
chapter or semester.

No matter what stage
or phase this is in your
life cycle; Rnow that
what you have gained
and experienced only served to
catapult you towards your
next destination.

So take time this season and
reflect on both the good and
the bad. Amny “setback that
you may have faced was just a

“setup” to a new and improved
you. Revel in the fact that
you did not die in the midst of
your challenge, but you sur-
vived it all.

Congratulations, you made it!

All of us in the AFAM pro-
gram are so proud of all your
accomplishments. It is our
hope that you continue to
worR hard and prepare for the
new year. Remember there
will always be someone less
fortunate than you; so take
time and share a bit of yourself
and your story during this
holiday season.

AFAM BOOK CLUB BEGINS IN JANUARY 2008

There is an old, horrible saying
about our community. It goes
like this, “if you want to hide
something from black folks,
put it in a book”. The point is
that African Americans don’t
read.

Well here is an opportunity to
put this saying to rest. Begin-
ning in January we will start
the AFAM Book Club. It pur-
poses to get each of us reading
different genres of literature

and feel comfortable discussing
and sharing our ideas with
others.

The Book club will meet once,
at the end of the month, in the
Henderson-Tolson building.

Each session will be facilitated
by one of our AFAM faculty.
Food will be served. All you
need is the designated book, an
open mind and a willingness to
share.

e  January—Zora Neale
Hurston, 7heir Eyes
Were Watching God

e  February—Na'im Akbar,
Visions for Black Men

e  March—Octavia E. But-
ler Kindred

e  April—Harriet Jacobs'
Incidents in the Life of
a Slave Girl
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"Return and Get it"
Learn from the Past

Phone: 405-325-1186 or 325-2327
Fax:405-325-0842

E-mail: slcoleman@ou.edu or
rsgomez@ou.edu

Ellison Hall 232
633 Elm Avenue
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-3120

The Mission of the University of Oklahoma African and African American Studies
Program (AFAM) is first to p

teaching and service, in accor-
University of Oklahoma (OU)
ences (CAS). Specifically,

exemplify excellence in research,
dance with the mission of the
and the College of Arts and Sci-

) AFAM has the mission to pro-

vide studies with a broad, inter- disciplinary education inclusive of
a focus on Africa and the tradi- tional a areas of study of the Afri-
can American Studies / Black y’w }9 ¢ Studies discipline.
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CELEBRATE KWANZAA

Kwanzaa is a week-long Pan
-African festival primarily hon-
oring African-American heri-
tage. It is observed from De-
cember 26 to January 1 each
year, almost exclusively in the
United States of America.

feast and gift-giving.

7 principles of Kwanzaa

e Ujima (Collective Work
and Responsibility)

e Kujichagulia (Self-
Determination)

e Umoja (Unity)

e Ujamaa (Cooperative

Kwanzaa candelabra, cup and fruit
Kwanzaa consists of seven

days of celebration, featurin ; Kwanzaa was created by Ron Karenga, and
Y i, h | 9 E<.:onom|cs) first celebrated from December 26, 1966, to
activities such as candle- e Nia (Purpose) January 1, 1967. Karenga calls Kwanzaa
i i i ibg- T the African American branch of "first fruits"
Ilghtlng and pouring of liba * Kuumba (Creat|V|ty) celebrations of classical African cultures.

tions, and culminating in a o Imani (Faith)
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