
retired OU Instructor , 

spoke to us before the 

movie.  

 AFAM also hosted the 

first AFAM Book club 

meeting.  We even took 

Black History to the 

dorms and spoke of the 

History of Gospel Music.  

We are still celebrating 

and informing , as two of 

our students will be trav-

eling to McKinley Ele-

mentary school to give 

one of the kindergarten 

classes a little black his-

tory this month. 

Black History is neither 

limited to one month nor 

to one race of people; it 

belongs to all of us and 

happens everyday. 

What began as Negro 

History Week in 1926 

and changed to Black 

History Week in 1972, 

became Black History 

Month in 1976. Dr. 

Carter G. Woodson , 

noted historian, author, 

world traveler and Har-

vard Ph.D., is known as 

the Father of Black His-

tory. It was his dream of 

seeing Black History rec-

ognized in mainstream 

America that led him to 

establish the second 

week of February as Ne-

gro History Week. 

Throughout the month of 

February, AFAM was 

hard at work citing and 

celebrating the many 

works of African Ameri-

cans.  We co-sponsored 

the showing of the 

movie, The Great Debat-

ers.  As a special treat, 

Dr. Melvin Tolson, Jr., 

Take a look back at  Black History Month  

Upcoming March events  

Black History talk 

at McKinley Ele-

mentary school  

Breast Cancer 

Awareness fo-

rums throughout 

the month  

March Book club 

postponed  

Spring break  

Community ser-

vice still available  

Begin getting 

scholarship appli-

cations turned in 

to respective of-

fices  

Planning of the 

AFAM Majors/ 

Minors celebra-

tion  

Feel free to call our 

office, at anytime, for 

upcoming events at 

325 -2327.  

African and African American Studies Program  

College of Arts and Sciences  

The AFAM Informational  

The Father of Black History  

1875 -1950  
Inside this 

issue:  

Dr. Tolson  2 

Melvin Hall  2 

Breast Cancer 

Awareness  

2 

AFAM Book CLub  3 

Couch Residence 

Hall  

3 

OU Major/Minor 

Fair  

3 

Inside Story  4 

February -March 2008  Volume I, Issue II  Spring 2008  

If we accept and acquiesce in 

the face of discrimination, 

we accept the responsibility 

ourselves and allow those 

responsible to salve their 

conscience by believing that 

they have our acceptance and 

concurrence. We should, 

therefore, protest openly 

everything . . . that smacks of 

discrimination or slander. 

-Mary McLeod Bethune 



Dr. Melvin Tolson, Jr. 

was OU's first full -time 

black professor in 

1959 , teaching French. 

He was presented the 

Regents' Award for Ex-

cellence in Teaching 

during his long tenure 

at OU. In 2002, Tolson 

and colleague George 

Henderson Sr. were 

honored by the naming 

of the campus multicul-

tural center in their 

honor, the Henderson -

Tolson Cultural Cen-

ter .  On Monday, Febru-

ary 18, 2008, Dr. Tol-

son was the guest 

speaker and introducer 

of the film, The Great 

Debaters.  

 In the film, Tolsonõs 

father is portrayed by 

actor Denzel Washing-

ton.  All those that were 

in attendance were 

captivated by his dis-

cussion of his father 

and his life.  Heõs quite 

an intriguing individual 

and we were all hon-

ored to be in presence.  

cancer survivors dis-

cussing how breast can-

cer affects young 

women.    

 On April 23, 2008, Jack 

Willis will be discussing 

his battle with breast 

cancer from 11:30 AM ð

12:30 PM.   

For more information 

on Breast Cancer, visit 

March is Breast Cancer 

Awareness month.  On 

Tuesday , March 4, 

2008 there was a lunch 

meeting concerning 

Breast Health and the 

African American Com-

munity in the Union.   

On March  26, 2008, 

from 11:30AM -12:30 

PM, there will be a 

panel of young breast 

www.NationalBreastCancer.org.    

Also visit, 
www.blackamericaweb.com.  

Look for the Sister 

Study under the health 

section.  

 

Be aware and save a 

life, it just might be 

your own!  

Dr. Melvin Tolson, Jr., son of a ògreat debateró 

Breast Cancer Awareness  

tors.  Pres-

ently , heõs an 

attorney with 

the Oklahoma 

City Law firm 

for Riggs, 

Abney, 

Neal,Turpen, 

Orbison and 

Lewis.  At one 

time in his ca-

reer, he served 

as Oklahomaõs 

director of the 

State Human 

Rights Commis-

sion, whose job 

was to enforce 

civil rights laws in 

Oklahoma.  

Heõs active in the 

community and on 

campus and weõre 

glad that heõs a 

part of AFAM.  

Who is Melvin Hall?  

We are proud to call 

Melvin Hall, ô81, one of 

ours.  Melvin Hall is an 

adjunct professor in the 

AFAM Program, teach-

ing Civil Rights Law.  

He was featured in the 

Sooner Lawyer  for his 

work and accomplish-

ments . 

Hall is a member of the 

OU Law Board of Visi-
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People pay for what 

they do, and still 

more for what they 

have allowed 

themselves to 

become.  And they 

pay for it very 

simply; by the lives 

they lead. 

-James Baldwin 

Drs. Jeanette Davidson and Melvin Tolson, Jr. 



On Tuesday, February 

15, 2008, the first 

AFAM Book Club was 

held in Henderson -

Tolson Cultural Center 

in conjunc-

tion with 

the Black 

Student 

Associa-

tion.  The book that 

was studied was Vi-

sions for Black Men by 

Naõim Akbar.  Reverend 

A. Byron Coleman III 

was the faculty facili-

tator.  The conversa-

tion was intriguing 

and the food deli-

cious, as many stu-

dents shared  in the 

dialogue discussing 

menõs struggles and 

male/female relation-

ships.  

We look forward to 

many more enjoyable 

book club meetings 

and discussions.   

Note: The March meet-

ing is cancelled.  How-

ever, April will con-

tinue with Harriet Ja-

cobsõ Incidents in the 

Life of a Slave Girl . 

 

See you then!  

can statue, free òcelebrate 

black history pens and 

suckersó, and lots of 

informa-

tion con-

cerning 

the pro-

gram.  

Both Jalyn 

Smith, 

the AFAM 

student 

worker and 

On February 6, 2008, the 

Majors/Minors Career Fair 

was held in the Union.  Of 

course, 

the 

AFAM 

program 

had a 

table, 

which 

dis-

played 

an  Afri-

Dr. Sharri Coleman were 

glad to talk to students 

about 

AFAM.   

If you 

are 

inter-

ested 

in ma-

joring 

or minoring in AFAM, 

please call the office at 

325 -2327.  

1st AFAM Book Club meeting was a success!  

University of Oklahoma Majors/Minors Fair  

Couch Hall.  

  This pro-

gram was 

orches-

trated by 

Dr. Meta 

Carstaphen, 

the faculty -

in -residence  

for Couch Residence 

Hall .  There was sing-

ing, poetry and an in-

teractive gospel lesson.  

The evening ended with 

pizza and pop.  

Gospel Music History in Couch Residence Hall  

Wow, 

what an 

evening!  

Dr. 

Sharri 

Cole-

man, 

along 

with the 

OU Gospel Choir, pro-

vided a little Gospel 

Music History lesson 

for the residents of 
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òGospel Music 

began on the 

shores of Africa, 

traveled through 

slavery, picked up 

the bluesy sound 

of Thomas Dorsey 

and is a popular 

and viable genre 

of music today, 

reaching all types 

of people.ó 

Reverend Coleman is en-

gaged in deep discussion. 



forms and make an 

educated decision as to 

whom you would like 

in office.   

Donõt allow this mo-

ment to pass you by.  

You have, before you, 

an African American 

Man, a Woman and a 

former POW all vying 

for the highest ranking 

office in the United 

States of America.  Who 

will ultimately receive 

We are all participating 

in the unfolding of his-

tory as we tune into the 

political activities and 

discussions of today.  

Whether youõre Democ-

rat, Republican or un-

decided, you canõt help 

but become engaged in 

the political debate.  

This is your time to 

shine!  Take a look at 

each of the candidates, 

learn about their plat-

your vote?  Only you 

can answer that.   

So become a part of the 

process.  Study plat-

forms, make informed 

decisions and by all 

means, VOTE.  

 

Your vote can help 

change the world!  

Words of Wisdom  

Ellison Hall 232  

633 Elm Avenue  

Norman, Oklahoma 73019 -3120  

Phone: 405 -325 -1186 or 325 -2327  

Fax:405 -325 -0842  

E-mail: slcoleman@ou.edu or rsgomez@ou.edu  

The Mission of the University of 

Oklahoma African and African 

American Studies Program 

(AFAM) is first to 

exemplify  excel-

lence in research, 

teaching and ser-

vice, in accordance 

with the mission 

of the University 

of Oklahoma (OU) 

and the College of 

Arts and Sciences 

(CAS).  Specifically, AFAM has 

the mission to provide studies 

with a broad, interdisciplinary 

education inclusive of a focus 

on Africa and the traditional a 

areas of study of the African 

American Studies / Black Stud-

ies discipline.  

African and African American Studies Program  

College of Arts and Sciences  

"Return and Get it"  

 Learn from the Past  

www.ou.edu/cas/

afam  


