
September has been a busy 

month in African American 

History.  As a community 

and a nation we walked 

through Jena, Louisiana and 

near the end of the month; 

we revisited Little Rock, 

Arkansas.  We were awak-

ened and alerted to the con-

cerns and issues that con-

tinue to plague the African 

American community.   Our 

country is still racially 

charged and itôs only 

through education, hard 

work and speaking out, will 

we eradicate much of the 

societal ills.   

Do any of these issues affect 

me?  Should I be bothered or 

feel uncomfortable when I 

hear of racial injustice?  Of 

course!  What can I do to 

stop the furtherance of these 

issues?  

 The first thing you must do 

is check yourself.  Ask your-

self a few questions. Am I 

acting in a manner that might 

deem itself racist?  Am I 

applying stereotypes to a 

certain group of individuals, 

just because they are of an-

other racial background? If 

so, I MUST STOP! None of 

us can be agents of change, 

unless we first make some 

changes  within ourselves.   

 

What does October hold in 

store for us?  Only time will 

tell; but we can use our gifts 

and talents to help someone 

else.  We must educate our-

selves and then help to edu-

cate others.  

  

October is breast cancer 

awareness month.   Younger 

black women who get breast 

cancer are far more likely 

than other afflicted women 

to have a particularly aggres-

sive and lethal form of the 

disease, a study found.  So 

we must get the necessary 

information we need to help 

ourselves, our sisters, moth-

ers, aunts, nieces and girl-

friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

We can also take this month 

and help in the community.  

Whether itôs an afternoon 

tutorial program or a visit to 

a local school, doesnôt mat-

ter; as long as you are help-

ing to pull someone else 

along.  

Participate in community 

service.  Not only will you 

be helping others, but youôll 

also feel better about your-

self. 

Does it really matter?   
Yes, letôs make a difference! 

AFAM courses available 

October 29 is the day that 

Advance Registration be-

gins for the next term.  

There are so many great 

AFAM courses  that will be 

offered. 

Intro to AFAM studies 

Digital divide 

African Aesthetics 

African American Men 

African - American Women 

African Dance 

Africa and the Diaspora 

Gospel Music 

AFAM visual culture 

Black /White Relations 

Civil Rights Movement 

And so much moreé 

Donôt wait until the last min-

ute; start thinking about 

registering NOW! 

African Proverb of the Month 

Oct, 2007 

Nyansapö, kwasea ntumi nsane gye sé 

nyansafoö. (Akan).  

The knot of wisdom a fool cannot untie; it 

takes a wise person. (Literal English 

Translation) 

Only a wise person can solve a difficult 

problem. (Figurative English Translation). 
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American certified in neurologi-

cal surgery. 

 

October 23, 1947 - The NAACP 

petitions the United States on 

racial conditions in the U.S.  

 

October 27, 1954 - Benjamin O. 

Davis Jr. becomes first African 

American general in U.S. Air 

Force. 
 

October 29, 1949 - Alonzo G. Mo-

ron becomes first African American 

president of Hampton Institute, Vir-

ginia.. 

October 20, 1898 - The first Af-

rican American-owned insurance 

company, North Carolina Mu-

tual Life Insurance Company, 

founded. 

 

October 22, 1953 - Clarence S. 

Green becomes first African 

October 1, 1940 - Charles Drew 

named supervisor of the "Plasma 

for Great Britain" project. 

 

October 3, 1956 - Nat King 

Cole becomes first Black per-

former to host his own TV show. 

 

October 4, 1864 - First Black 

daily newspaper, The New Or-

leans Tribune, founded. 

 

October 5, 1872 - Booker T. 

Washington enters Hampton In-

stitute, Virginia. 

 

October 10, 1899 - Isaac R. 

Johnson patents bicycle frame. 

 

October 11, 1887 - Granville T. 

Woods patents telephone system 

and apparatus. 

 

October 14, 1964 - At age 35, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. becomes 

youngest man ever to win Nobel 

Peace Prize. 

 

October 15, 1991 - Clarence 

Thomas confirmed as an associ-

ate justice of the U.S. Supreme 

Court, the second African 

American to serve on the court  

 

October 16, 1995 - Million Man 

March held in Washington, D.C. 

 

October 17, 1888 - Capital Sav-

ings Bank of Washington, D.C., 

first bank for blacks, organized. 

 

October 19, 1943 - Paul Robe-

son opens in Othello at the 

Shubert Theater in New York 

City. The show runs for 296 con-

secutive performances. 

tree. When Black students protested the 

light punishment for the students who 

hung the nooses, District Attorney 

Reed Walters came to the school and 

told the students he could "take [their] 

lives away with a stroke of [his] pen."  

Racial tension continued to mount in 

Jena, and the District Attorney did 

nothing in response to several egre-

gious cases of violence and threats 

On September 20, 2007, thousands of 

protestors filled the town of Jena, Louisi-

ana to show their indignation over un-

equal punishments meted out in two ra-

cially charged incidents. 

 

It all started when, when two Black high 

school students sat under the "white" 

tree on their campus, white students 

responded by hanging nooses from the 

against black students. But when a 

white student--who had been a vocal 

supporter of the students who hung the 

nooses--taunted a black student, alleg-

edly called several black students "the 

N word", and was beaten up by black 

students, six black students were 

charged with second-degree attempted 

murder.  
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...More October Black History Moments  

Black History Moments in October  

The Jena 6 

THE AFAM INFORMATION AL  

http://www.naacp.org/
http://www1.mhv.net/~egy/washington.shtml
http://www1.mhv.net/~egy/washington.shtml
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/lib/chem/display/gwpatents.html
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/lib/chem/display/gwpatents.html
http://www.usbol.com/ctjournal/JusticeThomas1.html
http://www.usbol.com/ctjournal/JusticeThomas1.html
http://www.bhs.berkeley.k12.ca.us/ujamaa/may6/million.html
http://www.bhs.berkeley.k12.ca.us/ujamaa/may6/million.html
http://www.mightymedia.com/webstock/center/text/webstock17.htm
http://www.mightymedia.com/webstock/center/text/webstock17.htm


VOLUME I ,  ISSUE I I I  

 

 

The 14th 

Amendment - 

Outlines our 

Citizen Rights. 

 

 

The 15th Amendment- 

The right to vote. 

 

Make it a point to know! 

There are three (3) amendments 

to the constitution that EVERY 

African American should know. 

The 13th amendment - 

Slavery is abolished. 

 

The Little Rock Nine were a 

group of African American stu-

dents who enrolled in Little 

Rock Central High School in 

1957. The ensuing Little Rock 

Crisis, in which the students 

were initially prevented from 

entering the racially segregated 

school by Arkansas Governor 

Orval Faubus, and then attended 

after the intervention of Presi-

dent Dwight Eisenhower was an 

important event in the African ï

American Civil Rights Move-

ment.  September 25, 2007 

marked the 50 year anniversary. 

The Little Rock Nine were: 

Ernest Green  (b. 1941) 

Elizabeth Beckford (b. 1941) 

Jefferson Thomas (b. 1942) 

Terrence Roberts (b. 1941) 

Carlotta Walls LaNier (b. 1942) 

Minnijean Brown (b. 1941) 

Gloria Ray Karlmark (b. 1942) 

Thelma Mothershed  (b. 1940) 

Melba Pattillo Beals  (b. 1941) 

on the University of 

Oklahoma campus. 

 

 

Judge J.P. Mauffray 

threw out a conspir-

acy conviction 

against Mychal Bell, 

granting a defense 

ColorOfChange.org  organized a Na-

tional Day of Action on the 20th  of 

September to raise awareness about the 

Jena 6 situation, increase pressure on 

Governor Blanco, and make it clear 

that folks all over the country will not 

let this injustice stand... 

Protests and demonstrations were held 

in Jena and throughout all parts of the 

country.  There was even a rally held 

motion that Bell's June trial was 

improperly held in adult court and 

should instead have been conducted 

as a juvenile proceeding. 

 

There is still work to be done! 

Wake up! 
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Constitutional Amendments: 13th -15th 

The Little Rock 9 

...Jena 6 (continued) 

The rights of citizens of the U.S. to 

vote shall  not be denied or 

abridged ...on account  of race, color, 

or previous condition of servitude. 

Rev. Al Sharpton in Jena, Louisi-

ana during the protest. 



The Mission of the University of Oklahoma African and African 

American Studies Program (AFAM) is first to exemplify  excel-

lence in re- search, teaching 

and service, in accordance with 

the mission of the University of 

Oklahoma (OU) and the College 

of Arts and Sci- ences (CAS).  

Specifically, AFAM has the 

mission to pro- vide studies with 

a broad, inter- disciplinary edu-

cation inclusive of a focus on Africa and the traditional areas of 

study of the African American Studies / Black Studies discipline. 

Ellison Hall 232 

633 Elm Avenue  

Norman, Oklahoma 73019-3120 

AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES 

PROGRAM 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

It is our desire to serve as the liai-

son between programs in the 

AFAM 

database 

and the 

student 

volun-

teer.  

We 

want our 

students 

to be  

enlightened to the needs of their 

surrounding community, as well 

as get them actively involved in 

becoming òagents of changeó. 

The African and African Ameri-

can Studies (AFAM) Program at 

the University of Oklahoma has a 

created a database of community 

service projects for our students.  

Our goal is to develop and imple-

ment dynamic community service 

programs that boldly address the 

educational, social, cultural, and 

recreational needs of the under-

represented and the education-

ally "at-risk" residents in the Okla-

homa City and Norman, Okla-

homa area. 

The sole purpose of the African 

and African American studies 

program community service data-

base is to serve as a link or clear-

inghouse of community service 

opportunities.  It is the responsi-

bility of the student to make per-

sonal contact with the agency and 

meet any requirements set up by 

the local agency. 

For more information or for an appli-
cation, please contact Dr. Sharri 

Coleman at 405-325-1186 

Someone needs you!. 

Community Service Opportunity  

Phone: 405-325-1186 or 325-2327 

Fax:405-325-0842 

E-mail: slcoleman@ou.edu or rsgomez@ou.edu 

"Return and Get it" 
 Learn from the Past 

http://www.ou.edu/cas

/afam 


