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Carlisha Williams

From pageant winner to an African Ambassador

Carlisha Williams, Miss
Black Oklahoma U.S.A.
and Miss Black
University of Okla-
homa 2006 - 2007,
is a senior at the /
University of Okla- §
homa double ma-
joring in Business
Entrepreneurship,
as well as African
and African-
American Studies.

She aspires to obtain her
Jurist Doctorate and Mas-
ter of Public Administra-
tion after completing her
Bachelor’s degrees.
Carlisha’s goals are to
work for the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund and later es-
tablish and operate a non-
profit organization that
will enhance cultural

awareness and provide
educational assistance to
urban youth.

If you’ve ever talked
with Carlisha, you’ll
realize that she is not
only beautiful on the
outside; but she has a
great depth of beauty
on the inside. She has
a peaceful demeanor;
while at the same time
is quite out spoken.

We would like to share
her journey with you.

On the inside pages
you will see a letter
that Carlisha wrote
about the trip that was
featured in the 2007
Miss Black Oklahoma
USA Pageant Ad
book and a day by day
schedule of her days spent

in Gambia. Not only did
Ms. Williams travel to
Gambia, but each contest-
ant was named an official
Goodwill Ambassador to
the Republic of the Gam-
bia. She was a Top 15
finalist, and won the
President's Award; which
is given to the contestant
who displays the most
service to their commu-
nity and high academic
achievement. Carlisha
also won a full-tuition
scholarship for 5 years
and $5,000.

. i I Carlisha Williams

is a force to be

e reckoned with and
" we anticipate hear-

_ ing her name

throughout the

community and

across this country.

Community Service Database

We are aware that stu-
dents are ALWAYS
looking for community
service; whether it’s for
a class, sorority/ frater-
nity or their own devel-
opment and concern for
the community.

AFAM wishes to link
our students with
school, organizations
and programs that
need student volun-
teers.

If you know of a pro-
gram that needs assis-

tance, please forward
the name of the pro-
gram, a person of con-
tact and a telephone
number to Dr. Sharri
Coleman at slcole-
man@ou.edu or call
325-1186.
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The African & African American Studies Student Advisory
Committee (AASAC) needs you

The African & African American Studies Student Advisory Committee
(AASAC)needs AFAM Majors and Minors to sign the membership roster. In order
to register the organization with the University, there must be at least 15 mem-
bers listed on the registration roster.

The first of two AASAC meetings will take place in mid- September and member-

ship dues are minimal. The AASAC meets twice a semester to discuss the AFAM
program and course fees and twice in the
Committee.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Dr Melanie
Bratcher at meb@ou.eadu.

Dr. Davidson on Sabbatical

What is a sabbatical? And why does for continued professional growth and enhancement of the AFAM program.
one need to take leave? As reported by new or renewed intellectual achieve- Although we miss her presence, we

the University of Oklahoma, sabbatical ment through study, know that when she returns; she
leaves of absence are among the most research, writing, ! will do so with an even greater

important means by which an institu- and training. fervor.

tion’s academic program is strength-
ened, a faculty member’s teaching ef-
fectiveness enhanced, and scholarly
usefulness enlarged. The major purpose
is to provide opportunity

Dr. Jeanette David-
son has put so much
time and effort into
the development and

So we encourage Dr. Davidson
to take this time for herself,
=4 knowing that we will all be

% better for it when she returns.

219 incoming African American Freshmen

On Friday, August 24,2007, many new faces on our American Studies program
the Office of Diversity En- campus. The energy of to see these students gradu-
richment programs hOStefi d  those 219 incoming African  ate from the University of
meet and greet of all the in- A erican Freshmen was Oklahoma.

coming African American electrifying.

We have made it our goal in
It is the desire of all of us AFAM to assist in the ma-
in the African and African triculation process.

freshman.

We were delighted to see so
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Miss Black Oklahoma USA 2006

A letter from CﬁI‘liSha Wllhams - Miss Black University of Oklahoma 2006

Greetings to all,

Words cannot capture the beauty of my
ney to West Africa. | still remember the
overwhelming feeling of stepping off the
plane and being embraced by my brothe As | have returned to my life in the Unite
sisters of the Gambia. It was a moment States, | often find myself wishing | was
evoked much emotion and joy to finally I back in the Gambia with the people of th

home.

The blessings that came with this trip we
abundant. | cannot thank God enough fi
choosing me to partake in this remarkab
experience. | learned many life lessons i
gained a greater appreciation for life whi
Africa. My experience confirmed my bel

that Africans and Afrigdamericans are

truly linked by our culture. While the Dia: pal, visiting the New Yundum Lower Bas
pora and distance separates us, the con School, touring the Makasuto Nature Fo
tion felt when | was there undeniablycort r avel i ng t o

firms that is my home. The trip complete experiencing the Roots Tour, attending Presi-
circle of my history to my present. Forodent Jammeh&s birthda
cannot know where they are going until { much more | am forever grateful. | thank
know where they have been. President Jammeh for his love and hospital-
ity. His generosity will never be forgotten. |
also thank the Miss Black USA organization
for their time and effort put into in preparing

Smiling Coast. The country is beautiful, for the spectacular production of Miss Black

people are loving and | cannot wait to re USA 2007.

turn. One blessing | am very excited abi | encourage everyone to travel to Africa for

being named an official Goodwill Ambas the trip is life changing and one every Afri-

dor to the Republic of the Gambia. | ple carAmerican should experience. One of my

a lifelong commitment to aiding the Ganr favorite quotes by Maya Angelou rings clear,

in any way possible. OFor Africa to me is
fact. It is a historical truth. No man can

know where he is going unless he knows

exactly where he has been and exactly how he

arrived at hi s prlgsgp

From the relationship developed with my

the P

10 days in the life of a contestant-Ms. Williams journal

Day 1: We spent the day in Casa
Blanca, Morocco where we had tradi-
tional breakfast and toured the city
until time to catch our flight to Gam-
bia. We arrived in the capital of Gam-
bia, Banjul, at about 4am to music,
drums, dancing, and greetings from
top Gambian officials and beautiful
people of the Gambia. They held signs
and we met the young Gambian girls
assigned to each of us as pen pals.
These young ladies attended all events
with us. We were escorted to the hotel
in stretch Hummers with tons of secu-
rity. After arriving at the hotel we
changed for a press conference. That
evening we attended the President’s

birthday party at the Grand Opening of

the Sheraton Hotel in Banjul, Gambia.
Afterwards we watched fireworks and
got the meet the President for our first
time.

Day 2: Tour of the Makasuto Nature
Forest and African Dancing. That
night we attended a dinner reception at

the US ambassador to
the Gambia's home and
then went to yet another
one of the President’s

village, Kanili, for an-
other birthday celebra-
1%&h and cultural festival
glamorous fact. It is a historical

For Africa to me is more thal

birthday celebrations truth
which was a concert and ’ Day 5 — 6: Preliminary
outdoor party. competition

Day 3: Roots Tour of Kunta Kinte’s
village, Juffure and a tour of James
Island.

Day 7: the Final Night of Competition

Day 8: Day of Relaxation that I spent

shopping and poolside :)
Day 4: Attended the Fashion Designers
Association of the Gambia Grand
Opening and had dinner at The Dunes
Casino then headed over to the Shera-
ton to be some of the first guests to try
out the beautiful new hotel

Day 9-10: Press Conference with the
Vice-President of the Gambia...We

said our goodbyes and took the long
journey o e o
home! 2 'y S

Day 4: Visited a New Yundum Lower
Basic school and had the dedication of
the Miss Black USA library in the vil-
lage. Went to the President’s birthplace
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AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
PROGRAM
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Ellison Hall 232
633 Elm Avenue
Norman, Oklahoma 733120

Phone: 46325-1186 or 322327
Fax:40825-0842
Email: slcoleman@ou.edu or rsgomez@ou.edu

"Return and Get it"
Learn from the Past

http://www.ou.edu/
cas/afam/

The Mission of the University of Oklahoma African and African

American Studies Program (AFAM) is first to exemplify excel-

lence in research, teaching and service, in accordance with the

mission of the

Oklahoma (OU)
of Arts and Sci- }
Specifically, '
mission to pro-

a broad, inter-

cation inclusive F’

rica and the tra-

University of
and the College
ences (CAS).
AFAM has the

"~ vide studies with
AAAAA disciplinary edu-

s of afocus on Af-

ditional areas of

study of the African American Studies / Black Studies discipline.

Upcoming Events

The AFAM program would
love to assist with the “Fill
the Trolley 2007, which
helps to provide toys and
household items during the
Christmas season.

Items which are collected
will go to supply the Cleve-
land County Christmas
Store, which assisted over
470 families last year.

We need to know if you’re
interested by October 8th,
so that we might forward
the AFAM name to the
proper individuals and be-

gin collecting items for
those who are in need.

Thank you for your partici-
pation, in advance.

The purpose of the AFAM
Informational is to share
pertinent issues, topics and
general information with
you about the African and
African American studies
program.

We intend to highlight fac-
ulty, staff and students, both
past and present; as well as
inform you of upcoming
events.

If there are any concerns,
announcements or inquiries,
please mail us at slcole-
man(@ou.edu.



