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Greetings!

November is here! What
goes through your mind
when you hear the
month of November
mentioned? Do you
think of turkey and all
its trimmings or helping
those that are less fortu-
nate than you? Do you
think of daylight savings
time and the fact that
the days seem shorter?
Do you sit in wonder-
ment of the beautiful
colors of autumn? Or do
you simply sigh because
you're halfway through
the fall semester?

November can mean all
of those things. During

this Informational we
will explore and high-
light several faculty,
programs and scholar-
ships of the African and
African American Stud-
ies program. We will
also mention ways that
you can make this month
meaningful for you

and others.

Thanksgiving day is
celebrated on Thurs-
day, November 22,
2007. Should you wait
until that day to express
your thankfulness or
can you begin today and
extend your gratefulness

beyond that day?

In this issue you will
receive some ideas on
how to express your
gratitude and give you
an opportunity to show
your Rindness to some-

one else.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Governor Raymond D. Gary Memorial
Scholarships —to be given to AFAM Scholars

On Friday, October 26,
2007, the Raymond D. Gary
Memorial Scholarship lunch-
eon was held in the Union.

This luncheon, sponsored by
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, was the official intro-
duction to the Raymond
Gary Memorial Scholarship

which will be awarded to
three students each year in
the African and African
American Studies Program.
The scholarships will be
based upon financial need
and strong academics.

President Boren made a
special visit to the luncheon

and shared his fond memo-
ries of a dear family friend.
The governor’s grandson,
Ray Gary, gave words on
behalf of the family. Both
our program director of
AFAM, Dr. Jeanette David-
son and Carlisha Williams,
an AFAM major, shared
their heartfelt appreciation.

Inside this issue:

Governor Gary

Quote for the month of November

A Pocket Full of Hope

Special thanks

Collegium of Black Women Philosophers

AFAM Book Club

Defining myself, as opposed to
being defined by others, is one
2 of the most difficult challenges [

face.

3 Carol Moseley-Braun

Community Service Opportunities

interview in The New Republic

November 15, 1993

November’'s Bl ack

4)ry Moment s




Gary Scholarship (cont’d)

Who is Governor Raymond D.
Gary? Governor Gary served as
Governor of Oklahoma from
1955 to 1959.

Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka, was a landmark deci-
sion of the United States Su-
preme Court, which overturned
earlier rulings by declaring that
state laws which established
separate public schools for black
and white students denied black
children equal educational op-
portunities. Therefore it was
unconstitutional. Many states

are all God’s children because
God made us all in his image. 1
have never understood
how persons can call
themselves Christians and
believe that God made
them superior because
they were born with a
white skin”.

tried to oppose this decision, but
Governor Gary said that is was
the law and he was
obligated to follow
the law. He went
further to say that
this was not only a
state mandate to
uphold the law, but
it was the moral
thing to do.

We are grateful to Governor
Garybés family
legacy to continue through the
African and African American Studies

Program, here at the University of
Oklahoma.

Look magazine in
March 1959,

quoted Gary as saying, “I have
pointed out many times that we

Open the door for someone today!

A Pocket Full of Hope

One of our AFAM instructors, Dr.
Lester Shawwho teaches Introduc-
tion to AFAM Studies; is also the
Executive Director of A Pocket Full of
Hope. The program is based in Tulsa,
Oklahoma and its purpose is to pro-
mote youth development and delin-
quency prevention using the arts.
Shaw utilizes music , theater and
dance to breed creativity amongst the

youth ages 719. A Pockef
Full of Hope teaches the
power of academic excel ¥
lence, job readiness, self &
confidence, character
development, teamwork,
coping skills and spiritual
enlightenment.

Since 2000, the time of its

inception, A Pocket Full
of Hope has served over
4,500 youth.

Congratulations, Dr.
Shaw on a job well done
‘ with our youth. They
need you and others like
you.

Dr. Shaw with one of his students.

Thank you for answering the call!

Pay for the persons items behind you in line without telling them.

Special thanks for the Gary Memorial scholarship

Special thanks to Von Allen
and Jeanette Davidson for a
job well done.

A request was made to Ray-
mond J. Gary, Jr. and his
family to consider honoring
the former governor by estab-
lishing scholarships for stu-
dents pursuing a degree in
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This will be the first -ever en-
dowed scholarships for stu-
dents in the AFAM program.

African and African -
American Studies.

These two individuals worked
in conjunction with the fam-
ily over the past year to en-
sure that this scholarship
came through the African
and African American Stud-
ies program.

On behalf of those students
who will receive the scholar-
ships, we say thank you .

THE AFAM INFORMATIONAL
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Collegium of Black Women Philosophers —words from our own Maria (Lupe) b. Davidson, Ph.D.

| recently attended the Collegium the co The book is the first of its
of Black Women Philosophers  editors of "~ kind. The CBWP confer-
inaugural conferenc&he Con- the book ence was the best confer-
ference was held October2®at Converge ence that | ever at-
Vanderbilt University in Nash- Black Fem tended.Not only was it
ville, TN. The conference was an nism and historic, but it was a
opportunity for the roughly 30 Continent chance for me to network
Black women who hold the Ph.D. Philosoph with a group of women
in philosophy to get together. which is - who look like me and

o _ currently . share my concerns as a
Althou.gh. my PhD is in Rhetoric, being re- black woman working in
| was invited to join because | viewed at and engaging philosophi-

work in the Continental philoso- SUNY cal discourse as a racial-
phical tradition and | am one of

Press. ized and gendered subject.
Encourage a child today!
AFAM Book Club
We are excited to offer you the Spring semester in this endeavor.

AFAM Book Club. This clubis 2008 and will meet Y ou don't have toburn  We anticipate read-
designed to equip and empower just once a month. books to destroy a culture. ing discussing and

our students by reading litera-  Each meeting , one J“Str’i‘:d‘i’z;ﬂ:’eﬁ’l SP fellowshipping with
tur(_a relating t_o the Africgn and of the AFAM pro- ~ Ray Bradbury ~ each of you.
African American experience. Iﬁss}ors_l_\;wltl serve as Stay tuned for more informa-
The book club will begin € faciiitator. tion.
We invite all of you to take part
Tutor a child today!

Community Service Opportunities
The Community Service and the New Day If you are interested in receiv-
Database is growing. We Recovery Youth ing more information, please
have 3 agencies that and Family ser- contact Dr. Sharri Coleman at
have requested student vices are all lo- 325 -1186.
volunteers. cated in Okla-

homa City and

in need of your We are still in the process of
Northwest Classen High help. locating agencies which are in

School, The Northeast Re- the Norman area.

source Center (NERCI)
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AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
PROGRAM
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Ellison Hall 232
633 EIm Avenue
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-3120

Phone: 405-325-1186 or 325-2327
Fax:405-325-0842
E-mail: sicoleman@ou.edu or rsgomez@ou.edu

"Return and Get it"
Learn from the Past

http://www.ou.edu/cas/
afam

The Mission of the University of Oklahoma African and African
American Studies Program (AFAM) is first to exemplify excel-

lence in research, teaching and service, in accordance with the

mission of
of Okla-
and the Col-
and Sci- .
Specifically,
mission to
ies with a
disciplinary
clusive of a
rica and the

areas of

the University
homa (OU)
lege of Arts
ences (CAS).
AFAM has the
provide stud-
broad, inter-
education in-
;ﬁ focus on Af-
traditional a

study of the

African American Studies / Black Studies discipline.

Random Acts of Kindness can brighten someone's day and lift your spirit! Be Thankfull

Black History moments in November

1 62 years ago (1945) - First is-
sue of Ebony magazine pub-
lished by John H. Johnson. The
first issue sold 25,000 copies.

2 24 years ago (1983) - President
Ronald Reagan signed law des-
ignating the third Monday in
January Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

3 139 years ago (1868) - John
W. Menard became the first
Black elected to Congress, de-
feating his white candidate with
a 5,107 to 2,833 vote in the elec-
tion of Louisiana’s Second Con-
gressional District.

3 257 years ago (1750) - Birth
date of Jean-Baptist-Point Du
Sable, black pioneer, trader and
founder of the settlement that
later became the city of Chicago.

5 39 years ago (1968) - Shirley
Chisholm became the first Afri-
can-American woman to be
elected to the US Congress

6 107 years ago (1900) - James
Weldon Johnson and J. Rosa-
mond Johnson composed “Lift
Ev’ry Voice and Sing.”

10 47 years ago (1960) - Andrew
Hatcher named first Black asso-
ciate press secretary to the presi-
dent .

13 51 years ago (1956) - Su-
preme Court upheld lower court
decision that banned segregation
on city buses in Montgomery,
Alabama.

14 73 years ago (1934) - Wil-
liam Levi Dawson’s Symphony
No. 1, “Negro Folk Symphony,”
was the first symphony on black
folk themes by a black composer
to be performed by a major or-
chestra.

15 28 years ago (1979) - Profes-
sor Arthur Lewis of Princeton
was awarded the Nobel Prize in
economics. He was the first
Black cited in a category other
than peace.



