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OAS Board Minutes
	 Minutes of the OAS Board Meeting are presented in brief. For a full 
transcript, see the the OAS Website www.okarcheology.org
	        October 23, 2010
	 The 2010 Fall Board Meet-
ing of the Oklahoma Anthropological 
Society was held Oct. 23, 2010, at the 
Choctaw Community Center, McAlester. 
McAlester and Tahlequah chapters were 
hosts.
	 Minutes (Secretary Trina Men-
zie absent)  No July 17 Board Meeting 
minutes available. Jon Denton agreed to 
stand in as Secretary.
	 Treasurer (Cathy Compton) 
Report on income and expenses at the 
fall dig was approved. Expect a full Trea-
surer’s report at the next meeting.
	 Membership (Jana Brown) Cur-
rently have 356 members, including 51 
new members, with 122 Active, 30 Stu-
dent, 73 Contributing, 29 Sustaining, 59 
Institutional, 43 Life. 
	 Annual Bulletin (Bob Brooks 
advance note to Charles Cheatham) 
Four manuscripts ready, along with a 
history of the OAS through 1980. 
	 OAS publication sales (Mary 
McHard) Records show sale of 8 sets of 
Bell-Perino Point Guides, 4 sets of Small 
Points Guide, 8 Memoirs (11-12-13), 10 
Annual Bulletins, 4 Handbooks, 4 Trowel 
Marks Newsletter, for $991 in sales plus 
$78 S&H postage, for $1,039  total de-
posit.
	 Publishing request: (Charles 
Cheatham) Board rejected a request for 
use of OAS point sketches from OAS 
publications in a software program de-
veloped by Gary Conner.
	 Certification (Amanda Regnier 
and Scott Hammerstedt). Lab days on 
Saturdays to process artifacts from the 
Rose Hill Dig.
	 Memoirs (Editor Don Wyck-
off) Memoir No. 14 is published on Lee 
Creek site in Sequoyah County. Sale 
price $20.
	 Dig Committee (Chairman Wil-
liam Menzie absent). Treasurer Cathy 
Compton gave a  report on finances 
of Rose Hill dig. Eleven new members 

	 Joining (and in some cas-
es rejoining after an absence) the 
Oklahoma Anthropological Society 
in 2010 are:
	 From Norman, Dean 
Afrendras, Ryan Bulmer, Patrick 
Livingood, Mike McKay, Kaylee 
Odom, Craig Reeves and Thomas 
Thompson.
	 From Oklahoma City are 
Sandra Krug, Reagan Smith En-
ergy Solutions, Lauren Riepl, J. 
Milton Smith and Bob Sweet.
	 Also joining are Ron and 
Peggy Barnes and Ryan Bulmer, 
all of Edmond; Mike Reynolds and 
Hank Reynolds, both of Stonewall; 
Dr. M.J. Sullivan and Maggie Dew, 
both of Ponca City; David Savage 
and Stacy Smith, both of Tulsa; 
Rubin A. Wells, Ardmore; Judie 
Varnum, Stillwater; Dr. Von Under-
wood, Lawton; Kimberly B. Stew-
art, Wayne; Joe Speer, Owasso; 
Douglas Shaver, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Billy Ross, Keota. 
	 Also John Rahal, Edmond; 
Donna Otto, Claude; Charles D. 
Neel, Dallas; Sarah Michels, Har-
rah; Alyssa M. McCollom, Cres-
cent; Alvie Laverty, Laverne; Gor-
don Jabben, Broken Arrow; Dustin 
Holt, Marietta; Phil Hayden, Vian; 
Hanna Glass, Elgin; Bud Doke, 
Minco; Bob Dalton, Sallisaw; Mark 
Cole, Weatherford; Tracy Ahlert, 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

OAS adds
new members
for year 2010

joined during dig.
	 Spring Dig 2011 (Cheatham) 
Board approved a return to Rose Hill 
Plantation for Memorial Day Spring Dig.
	 Dig Trailer (Andy Slaucitajs) 
Storage shelves installed; next step is 
adding metal legs to  screen tripods and 
replacing several screens. 
	 Awards Committee (Mary 
McHard) Deadline Dec. 31 for award 
nominations for April 2011 meeting. 
           Nominating Committee (Cheat-
ham) Terms for President, Vice Presi-
dent and four board positions expire at 
the April 2011 Spring Meeting. Nominat-
ing Committee is Jon Denton, chairman, 
joined by Cathy Compton, Mary McHard, 
Jana Brown, Andy Slaucitajs. 
	 Stewards Program Commit-
tee (Charles Cheatham) Planning for an 
Oklahoma Archeological Stewards Pro-
gram under way with committee mem-
bers Cathy Compton, Tom Purdin, Con-
nie Masters, Jana Brown, Debra Baker, 
Francie Sisson and Charles Cheatham. 
Chapters to each have a representa-
tive.
	 Lee Creek Cleanup (Phil 
Hayden) Tahlequah and McAlester 
chapters set a Nov. 6 cleanup. 
	 Chapter reports: Reports pre-
sented by Chapter Representatives from 
McAlester, Tahlequah, Arkhoma, Law-
ton, Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
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         The OAS dig trailer 
is getting a makeover in the 
interest of efficiency and ser-
vice.
	 Tulsa Chapter presi-
dent Andy Slaucitajs has 
taken on the task of installing 
storage shelves, updating 
sifting screen assemblies, 
and adding tools. He finished 
the first phase – shelves -- in 
time for the OAS Fall Dig at 
Rose Hill Plantation.
	 Slaucitajs, a profes-
sional photographer, said a 
messy trailer with materials 
strewn on the floor made him 
get started.
	 “My business, like 
others, needs to be orga-
nized so I can pull stuff out 
and put it to use quickly,” he 
said. “If I pile stuff up, it gets 
broken. If it is stacked and 

Andy Slaucitajs in his more natural hab-
itat, behind a camera in the field.

Dig trailer getting final improvements
in 3-year effort to replace and repair

Tulsan volunteers for completion

Before shelves: OAS dig trailer 
material is stacked but difficult to 
handle.

After shelves: Organization and stack-
ing puts OAS dig trailer materials 
within easy reach for removing and 
restoring.

arranged, things get a lot easier.”
	 OAS purchased the Route 
66 model trailer in May 2007, replac-
ing two aging pull-alongs stuffed with 
materials that ranged from useful to 
ancient.
	 At that time archeologist K.C. 
Kraft, Stillwater, led a spring cleanup 
day. Equipment was sorted. The best 
stayed. The rest, easily half of the 
materials, was donated to the Boy 
Scouts of America or tossed in the 
dump.
	 This year the OAS Board 
allotted Slaucitajs $1,500 for an up-
date. He first purchased angle iron 
and shelving to stand along the 
trailer walls. He installed adjustable 
shelves.
	 This winter he will use the 
balance of funds to buy 8 sets of alu-
minum tripods to replace the failing 
wood originals. The screens will be 
slightly shorter, but just as functional, 
he said. 
	 “We want to keep them stable 
enough so people can lean on them. 
They will be lighter, easier to set up 
and take down, and a lot easier on 
the back,” he said.
	 Sifters will continue to use 
the traditional boxed screens made 

of wood and quarter-inch mesh wire. 
They have proven their value over many 
seasons of excavation and many rounds 
of repairs.
	 Cathy Compton, OAS Treasur-
er, has volunteered to find plastic tables, 
benches and chairs to replace their wood 
counterparts. 
	 Her motto is “No more splinters,” 
and she says she has the scars to back 
her up. While nobody quite remembers 
how old the tables and benches might 
be, they easily count back decades.
	 The tripods and screens should 
easily stack on the shelves, Slaucitajs 
said. Storage boxes will slide on top, 
where they can be anchored during 
moving. 
	 Tables, chairs and boxed mate-
rials will fit on the trailer’s left side.
	 A clear aisle down the middle 
will allow movement inside the trailer. Fi-
nally, the floor will need a coat of durable 
porch paint, the spare tire will move to 
the front of the trailer, and a screw jack 
will be added for tire repair.
	 Although this winter it is stored 
for safety at Fort Towson, close to the 
Spring Dig at Rose Hill, the trailer will 
eventually move to a more central site in 
Oklahoma City.



   Book 
      Reviews

 Jon Denton
Reviews Editor
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Finders Keepers: A Tale 
   of Archaeological Plunder
     and Obsession
By Craig Childs, 2010
Little, Brown & Co. $25
274 pages 
ISBN 978-0-316-06642-6

Review by Neil Garrison
	 "Finders Keepers" is based on 
the question “What is the ethical thing 
to do with ancient Native American arti-
facts?"
	 Childs is of the opinion that all 
such items should be left in situ ... even 
if they are exposed to the deleterious 
effects of weathering and eventual de-
struction, and even if there is the risk that 
someone might come along later and re-

I had to wonder: Is there a statute of 
limitations for a crime such as this? 

Empire of the Summer Moon 
By S.C. Gwynne, 2010
Scribner, 371 pages $28
ISBN 978-1-4165-9105-4

Review by Neil Garrison 
 	 This book is of particular interest 
to Oklahoma readers. It is a fascinating 
if at times startling chronicle of a century 
of events starting in the mid-1800s.
	 Best of all, it is a work of non-
fiction. The heart-rending aspects of the 
story are not the product of the author's 
imagination, but accounts of historical 
fact.
	 It is without hesitation that I 
recommend it to all. Subtitled “Quanah 
Parker and the Rise and Fall of the Co-
manches, the Most Powerful Indian Tribe 
in American History,” it makes no effort 
to gloss over the brutality of that earlier 
time. 
	 To be honest, I will admit that it 
was a little disquieting to read about the 
atrocities that the white pioneers and the 
American Indians unleashed upon each 
other. There were no clearly-defined 
good or bad guys on this page of Ameri-
ca’s Southwest history.
	 The Comanches are not guilt 
free of the capital crimes they perpetuat-
ed upon their white neighbors but, then, 
neither could the white frontiersmen be 

seen as innocent victims of violence. 
They returned the bloodshed, an eye for 
an eye, tooth for tooth. 
	 Even the peace policy of the U.S. 
government was ill-conceived. It actu-
ally encouraged the Plains tribes in their 
violent transgressions. The Comanches 
would launch strikes against the whites, 
turn the prairies into corpse-strewn land-
scapes, and wait to be invited to peace 
councils. 
	 There they were given nice gifts 
as incentives for signing the peace trea-
ties, which, of course, neither side in-
tended to keep.
	 Yet another aspect of the book 
makes me uncomfortable: The hyper-
bole that was dished up by the book's 
author. Look, for example, at the book's 
subtitle.  The most powerful Indian tribe 
in American history?  The Osage might 

contest that claim, as might well the 
Sioux or Apache. Even so, the tale is a 
page-turner.
	 The intimate side of this recount-
ing of Comanche history focuses on a 
nine-year-old white girl (Cynthia Ann 
Parker) who witnessed the violent death 
of her immediate family at the hands of 
Comanche raiders. She was made a 
captive of the Comanche tribe. In time 
she grew up, married a Comanche war 
chief and had three children, one the no-
table Quanah Parker. 
	 Quanah eventually rose to a lev-
el of great leadership within the Coman-
che Nation -- successfully shepherd-
ing his people into a new century and 
radically different ways of coping with a 
changed world.
	 The alarming part of Parker’s 
tale: Texas Rangers finally snatched up 
Cynthia Ann and returned her to white 
society. But she repeatedly attempted 
to rejoin the Comanches, who were no 
longer captors but her family. White soci-
ety could not fathom that anybody would 
chose such a course of action.
	 The truly shocking thing about 
this tale is its basis in fact. You couldn’t 
sell it to Hollywood. It is so incredible that 
no novelist would dare offer it as fiction.

move the ob-
ject.
    Not sur-
prisingly, his 
point of advo-
cacy is criticized by the many scientists 
and private collectors he interviews in 
the course of preparing material for his 
book. 
	 That makes it all the more enjoy-

able to read, given the banter between 
the author and his detractors.
	 Some chapters are unsettling. 
He relates an incident where he discov-
ers a display of ancient Native American 
pottery in a public library. 

   One pot had 
no specific prov-
enance, leading 
Childs to sur-
mise that the li-

brary had been bequeathed the artifact 
by descendants of a deceased pothunt-
er.
	 Childs then describes how he 
slips into the library while security is 

 *  *  *
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lax. He breaks into the display case, re-
moves a pot, reseals the case, and then 
takes it upon himself to repatriate it to 
the area of the American Southwest it 
came from.
	 I had to wonder: Is there a stat-
ute of limitations for a crime such as 
this? Hasn’t a public institution some-
where noticed by now that they are one 
pot short in their display case? 
	 I also question Childs' allega-
tion that museums are returning some 
ancient Native American artifacts to 
modern-day representatives of Native 
American tribes without first warning 
them. Organic components of the arti-
facts have been poisoned with toxic in-
secticides. 
	 Childs contends that kachinas 
and ceremonial masks are now being 
handled by children and tribal elders 
with bare skin exposed to lethal toxins. 
	 Is he accusing the scientists of 
intentional harm? That would be crimi-
nal negligence. It seems to me to be a 
somewhat passive-aggressive approach 
to the problem. 
     Right or wrong, the book is a stimu-
lating ethical study, and it’s not all bad 
news. Childs tells of Iraqi citizens who 
slipped inside the National Museum of 
Iraq while it was being ravaged. 
	 These individuals intermingled 
with the looters and carefully chose se-
lect items from the museum. Then, after 
civil order was restored, they returned to 
the museum and gave the items back. 
	 The book also contained recent 
research by an American Southwest   
archeologist who discovered residue of 
ancient chocolate in the lining of Native 
American pottery, thanks to myriad pots 
in storage in U.S. museums. The study 
proved the northernmost extent of the 
use of chocolate on the American conti-
nent.          
	 Another twist: An archeologist's 
opinion on how eBay sales of Native 
American items might reduce the pot-
hunters' incentive to desecrate archaeo-
logical sites in the field. 
	 After all, very few people can 
distinguish between authentic and fake 
artifacts, especially if the piece has no 
legal provenance.
	 The book asks some serious 
questions. You get an opportunity, based 
on evidence and argument, to make up 
your own mind on what is ethical.  At the 
very least, it will challenge you with the 
troubling problems we must find a way 
to resolve. 

          While Puebloans 
may be too modest 
(or private) to say 
much about it, there 
is no shortage of 
books speaking in 
their behalf.
     In “The An-
cestral Puebloan 
Pr imer” (Crea te 

Books highlight
Anasazi Southwest

   For those enjoy 
David Stuart’s take 
on the Ancestral 
Pueblo, his 10-
year-old “Anasazi 
America” posts a 
readable if pugna-
cious archeologi-
cal premise. The 
University of New 

    Author David Stu-
art takes a different 
tack in his updated 
version of “The An-
cient Southwest: 
Chaco Canyon, 
Bandelier, and Me-
sa Verde” a 152 
page paperback 
published last year 

Space Publishing 2010, $9.95), writ-
ers Eric and Chris Skopec claim ““much 
of what popular authors say about the 
Ancestral Puebloans is incomplete, mis-
leading, and just plain wrong.” 
	 In this compact book (paper-
back 76 pages), Dr. Eric Skopec lays out 
a solid argument against the so-called 
mystery of Anasazi disappearance.
	 Through a well-illustrated book-
let (lots of photos and graphics), the fa-
ther and son team let pottery, stone tools 
and rock art tell the Puebloan story. They 
conclude by saying the natives aban-
doned the Four Corners area only if you 
accept their walk off as an extension of 
their normal pattern of migration.
	 Their descendents moved and 
rebuilt, just ahead of the Spanish inva-
sion of the Southwest. They remain a 
vibrant culture, and no mystery at all.

Mexico publication is subtitled “Seven-
teen Centuries On The Road From Cen-
ter Place.” For its archeology alone, the 
paperback is well worth the $10.95 price 
tag.
	 At their peak in the eleventh 
century, the Chaco Anasazi were the 
equal of  anything happening in Europe. 
Excellent roads tied together their towns 
and farmlands. But after flowering 200 
years, their civilization collapsed in less 
than half a century.
	 Written like a college text, which 
it is, Stuart’s 264-page tome argues for 

              *  *  *

a parallel between the ancient Anasazi 
and America today. 
	 It is a great example of lessons 
archeology can teach us. Stuart’s argu-
ment that America needs to wake up and 
smell the Anasazi cocoa bean may well 
widen your perspective on what’s wrong, 
and how to set it right.

              *  *  *

by the University of New Mexico Press.
	 Stuart found his audience over 
25 years ago. In a series of award-win-
ning newspaper articles, he focused 
on regional archeology and by 1985, 
had enough to fill a book. The result, 
“Glimpses of the Ancient Southwest,” 
is long out of print.
	 With this update ($19) Stuart 
revisits his subject matter. He does it 
a story at a time, writing an easygoing 
chronicle about the ongoing search for 
an ancient people. 
 	 His engaging narrative is as fun 
to read as his interpretations are easy to 
understand.
	 Few Albuquerque residents re-
alize, for example, that their homes sit 
on the residue of six hundred genera-
tions of Native Americans. “For 12,000 
years, every major event in southwest-
ern prehistory left its mark on the city’s 
environs,” Stuart says.
	 And you thought Oklahoma was 
home of the Red Man. Just stick a shov-
el in the ground in Albuquerque and you 
hit Paleolithic pay dirt.
	 Meanwhile, southwest New 
Mexico is yielding surprising paleo-Indi-
an sites. In the eastern part of the state, 
piles of Bison bones lead to early hunt-
ers’ broken lance heads, spokeshaves 
and scrapers. 
	 But go west and there are no 
bones, just new evidence of mostly 
small, mobile family bands of paleo hunt-
ers who left scatters of chips and waste 
flakes.

Reviews by Jon Denton
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   OAS Chapter Update

Return Service Requested

Ark-Homa Chapter (Fort Smith)
Tim Mulvihill Representative
November: Archeologist Lexie Rue-Harris “A Forest Connected: 	
	 Communication Aspects of the CCC Camps”
December: Tom Wing, University of Arkansas, leads tour of     	
             recently-rehabilitated Drennen-Scott House in Van 
	 Buren, Ark.
January TBA

Byrds Mill Springs Chapter (Ada)
Carl Gilley Representative
November-January meetings TBA

Central Chapter (Oklahoma City)
Curt Hendricks Representative
November: Dr. Stephen Perkins and Dr. Regina DeWitt:
	 “Recalibrating Oklahoma’s Southern Plains' 
	 Protohistoric Period using luminescence”
December: Annual Christmas Party, slide show on OAS 
	 Rose Hill Dig
January: Hinton Museum curator Art Peters: “Lost and Found: 	
	 Old West Trails in Central Oklahoma”

Cleveland County Chapter (Norman)
Chapter Representative: Luther Leith
November-January TBA

Kay County Chapter (Ponca City)
Chapter Representative: George Hanggi
November-January TBA

Greater Southwest Chapter (Lawton)
Chapter Representative: Debra Baker
November: Jon and Diana Denton: “The Ancient 
	 Alibate Miners of the Texas Canadian River Valley”
December: Annual Christmas Party
January: TBA

McAlester Archaeological Society
Chapter Representative: Connie Masters
November: Report on the Lee Creek Mound cleanup
December-January: No meetings

Tahlequah Archaeological Society
Chapter Representative: Thomas Purdin
November: Report on the Lee Creek Mound cleanup
December: No meeting
January: No meeting

Tulsa Archaeological Society
Chapter President Andy Slaucitajs                                               
November: Archeologist Leland Bement: 
         “From Clovis to Folsom: Surviving the Younger Dryas”
December: Annual Christmas Party
January: TBA


