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Dale McHard handles paperwork during the 
2007 Fall Dig at Fort Gibson.

Mary McHard takes a grave measurement 
during a spring 2007 OAS cemetery survey 
in Comanche.

	 For years Dale and Mary McHard have been strong, stable forces in 
the Oklahoma Anthropological Society. 
	 Their volunteer work at OAS digs allowed archeologists to focus on 
the task at hand – finding, identifying, interpreting and securing evidence of 
the past.
	 As dig co-chairman and his first assistant, Dale and Mary spent the 
better part of two decades greasing the wheels of OAS excavations. They 
followed the lead of Dave Morgan, a dig chairman with full confidence in the 
OAS members.
	 Volunteers could be expected to step forward when work needed to 
be done, and they didn’t need a lot of direction, say Dale and Mary. That “can 
do” attitude made working with OAS volunteers fun.
	 Years ago, when Morgan stepped down, the McHards continued in 
his footsteps. Recently they passed the baton again, then reflected on their 
period as OAS Digmeisters.
	 In the Winter 2009 issue of Trowel Marks, they discussed their learn-
ing curve as assistants to the ever vigilant Morgan. In this final installment, 
they look at the OAS members, past and present.
	 What is the biggest challenge?
	 Dale: Probably taking care of all the equipment. (Until recently,) we 
had two trailers full of it, and when we cleaned it out, we threw away about 
half. It now fits in one trailer.
	 Repairing the screens is a big job. They get used hard, so just mend-
ing those during a dig can keep somebody busy.
	 Mary: Records are another area. Archeologists like things written 
down and in order, so you have to manage the paperwork. 
	 Do you see changes in volunteers? 
	 Mary: I think people were willing to pitch in and help then, and they 
do now. In that way people have not changed. Depending on where you are, 
you generally can count on 30 to 40 people a day.
	 Dale: But we have lost some good diggers over the years. Remem-
ber Henry Benedict? (of today’s Radio KTOK’s Home Improvement Show). 

Dale and Mary McHard: Tips from the Digmeisters
Part II: Have volunteers changed or is it just the weather?

He used to dig with 
us. He was a charac-
ter then, too.
   Remember when 
Loretta (Bradbury) 
locked herself out of 
her car, and we called 
the Sheriff’s office? 
They sent a Deputy 
out, and he had a guy 
with him who picked 
the lock in a couple of 
minutes. The Deputy 
brought him from the 
jail, and he was a car 
burglar.
   What about spe-
cific tasks?
	 Dale: There 
are certain people 
that if I needed some-
thing done, I could 
ask them to help, and 
could count on them.
     Mary: You have 
better results if you 

contact a person and ask them to help – some-
body you knew was interested in doing things. I 
don’t think a shotgun approach works, where you 
just throw it out there and ask for help. You don’t 
get much response that way.
	 Dale: Charles Surber (of Tulsa), for ex-
ample. In my opinion, Charles Surber is one of 
OAS’ best diggers, in accuracy and knowing how 
fast or slow to go. And he’s very willing to do 
things; he’s especially good with paperwork, all 
the facts and forms.
	 Mary: Cathy Compton (of Oklahoma 
City) is wonderful in knowing exactly who to ask 
for help. She can suggest things, and get things 
done.
	 There are others you can depend on, and 
they make things a lot easier for you.
	 Is there anything you avoid?
	 Mary: We learned you don’t want to set 
a line and refuse to change. Each day is differ-
ent, with a different set of problems. If you ad-
dress each one of them, and see what needs to 
be done, and how it can be done, and who can do 
it, then it works out. 
	 What advice do you give people           
attending their first dig?
	 Dale: Every dig is different. Usually if it’s 
the first dig for someone, and it’s a female, I give 
them some advice on clothes to wear. Don’t wear 
something that slips too low, because they are 
going to be digging in the dirt. Be comfortable, 
though.
	 Mary: There’s always the (OAS) Mem-
bership Handbook. Lois Albert and Charlotte Gif-
ford did a wonderful job with that, and updated it. I 
usually bring a couple of the books along to a dig,  
just in case anybody asks.
	 That has the best advice I’ve seen.



OAS Board Minutes     Feb. 6, 2010

	 Board members dealt with sev-
eral challenging topics – declining mem-
bership and budget among them – at the 
winter 2010 quarterly meeting. 
	 With a large turnout of 29, the 
Feb. 6 meeting was held at the Oklaho-
ma Archeological Survey office in Nor-
man. The regular January session was 
delayed by snow.
	 President Charles Cheatham 
opened the session at 1:30 p.m. 
	 Abbreviated highlights: 
	 Treasurer’s Report (Cathy 
Compton): Income showed a net loss of 
about $1,900 for the year. Among major 
expenses were the newsletter, journal 
and memoir publishing, insurance, and 
storage space. 
	 Membership (President Charles 
Cheatham for Jana Brown) Renewals 
so far show less than 50 percent of the 
regular members and 25 percent of the 
institutional members. 

     Publications (Cheatham) The               
annual OAS Bulletin is in the mail, thanks 
to editor K.C. Kraft. Citing family respon-
sibilities, he has resigned. State Arche-
ologist/Director Bob Brooks has agreed 
to assume editorship.
	 -- OAS Trowel Marks Editor Jon 
Denton said a redesign is under way.
	 -- Memoir Editor Don Wyckoff 
said the 2009 OAS Memoir No. 13, Geo-
archaeology and the Cross Timbers, has 
been published and mailed.
	 -- Publication librarian Mary 
McHard reported $980 in annual sales.
	 -- Website (Webmaster Larry 
Schaver) We have recorded 28,000 hits 
since the site opened.
	 Certification Program (Aman-
da Regnier/Scott Hammerstedt) A mem-
ber survey is under way.
	 Dig Committee (Chairman 
William Menzie) The Board approved 
a Spring Dig request by OU doctoral 

candidate Luther Leith. The annual dig 
is set May 28-June 5 at the McCutchan-
McLaughlin and Sam Spears sites near 
the San Bois Mountains in southeast 
Oklahoma
	 The Board gave tentative ap-
proval for a Fall Dig at Rose Hill Plan-
tation near Hugo with archeologist John 
Davis.
	 Volunteering to serve on the dig 
committee: Charles Cheatham, Allen 
and Monica Marshall, Thomas Purdin, 
Connie Masters, Jon Denton, Guy Folg-
er, Cathy Compton, and Trina Menzie.
              2010 Spring Meeting (Cheat-
ham) Set for April 10 at the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of National History, 
Norman. Archeologist Bob Brooks is 
preparing a program on a preservation 
theme.
           Nominating Committee (Cheat-
ham) Nominations due for positions of 
Treasurer, held by Cathy Compton, Sec-
retary Trina Menzie and Membership 
Chair Jana Brown; and Elected-At-Large 
Director positions held by Ed Mayfield, 
Francie Sisson and Richard Drass, and 
one vacancy.
	 Awards Committee: Members 
are Kathy Gibbs and Guy Folger.
	 Liability Insurance: (Cathy 
Compton) Renewed; it protects board, 
officers and dig, at a cost of $1,000 a 
year.

Minutes of the OAS Board Meeting are presented here in brief. For a full    
transcript, see the report by Secretary Trina Menzie in the OAS Website           
www.okarcheology.org

Becoming a member (or renewing membership) of OAS is easy. Fill out this form and send it with payment 
(check or money order) to Jana Brown, OAS Membership, 4804 NE Winfield Circle, Lawton, OK 73507-6121

	  			             MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY DESIRED 
(  )  Active $20 Receive the annual OAS Bulletin and quarterly OAS Newsletter Trowel Marks.
(  )  Student $10 Same as Active, but limited to full-time students. Enclose copy of Student ID. 
(  )  Contributing $30 Receive the annual OAS Bulletin, the quarterly OAS Newsletter, 
	 and all Memoirs published by the Society during the subscription period. 
(  )  Sustaining $40 Receive the annual OAS Bulletin, the quarterly Newsletter Trowel Marks, 
	 and all Memoirs published by the Society during the subscription period. 
(  )  Associate $5 for one additional member of your immediate family, $10 for two or more. 
(  )  Life $500 Provides all benefits of a Sustaining membership throughout the lifetime of member. 
(  )  Institutional Domestic $30  (   ) Institutional Canada/Mexico $35  (   ) Institutional Other/Foreign $40

(  ) OAS New Member Handbook $6. Recommended for new members. Everything you need to know about the Society: its history, 
meetings, field activities, publication series, and more.

Name ____________________   Address __________________   City ____________   State  _____  Zip+4_________

Home Phone (          )  ____________________  Cell (         )  _______________    Email address  ____________________

OAS Membership 
Subscription Form 2010
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            I would like   	
 my copy of 

           Trowel Marks 	
              Newsletter      	

  emailed to me at
  (email address)
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In a 2006 photo, OAS charter member       
Terrell Nowka looks at 800-year-old celts  
he gave to the Sam Noble Oklahoma     
Museum of Natural History.

	        By Don Wyckoff
	 On Dec. 1, 2009, Terrell Nowka 
of Hydro passed away at the age of 86.
	 Terrell was the last living Charter 
Member of the Oklahoma Anthropologi-
cal Society, being one of the half dozen 
Oklahomans who drove, with Dr. Robert 
E. Bell, to the Texas Archeological Soci-
ety annual meeting in Canyon, Texas, in 
1952 to petition for an Oklahoma chap-
ter in the TAS. 
	 Terrell grew up on a farm in the 
Hydro area and as a youth discovered 
a love for finding prehistoric Indian ar-
tifacts eroding from canyons along the 
Canadian River. During the 1930s, he 
amassed a significant collection of spear 
and arrow points and other implements.
	 With his initial involvement in 
the OAS, he quickly learned from Dr. 
Bell that he had a number of Paleoindian 
points, including Clovis and Folsom. This 
knowledge stimulated his long interest in 
Paleoindian materials, especially those 
found in western Oklahoma. 
	 After retiring from business and 
returning to the farm, he helped track 
down many notable finds to get them do-
nated, or at least research quality casts 

Last OAS charter member
Terrell Nowka passes away

He donated prehistoric artifacts to museum

In 2006, Terrell Nowka examines a pickup load of grinding 
basins he donated to the Norman natural history museum. 

made of them. 
	 In the 1980s and 
‘90s, Terrell helped with 
excavations at the Hajny 
mammoth site, the Waugh 
site, and the Cooper site. 
He also shared his col-
lection with numerous OU 
graduate students work-
ing on masters or doctors 
degrees. 
	 Having an 1880s 
log cabin at Twin Lakes, 
CO, Terrell and wife Mary 
were gracious hosts to Jim 
Theler and Dr. Don Wyck-
off during an excursion to 
collect land snails at differ-
ent elevations on nearby 
Mount Elbert, the highest 
mountain in Colorado.
	 Through the years 

Terrell and Mary frequented the OAS 
annual meetings and loved to travel 
to other venues where archaeolo-
gists held meetings focusing on Pa-
leoindian research questions. 
	 Always cheerful, Terrell 
could be counted on to brighten any 
group and to soon have them laugh-
ing at his stories. 
	 He had that Will Rogers 
Oklahoma knack for seeing the 
bright side of every situation, no 
matter how stressful the conditions.
	 In 2006 Terrell arranged to 
donate his entire artifact collection 
to the Sam Noble Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Natural History in Norman. 
A year later, he enticed a long time 
acquaintance, Fred Bright, to do 
likewise, thus adding another ma-
jor collection of Paleoindian and 
Archaic materials from the canyons 
around Hydro. 
	 These collections have not 
languished in the museum, having 
been used already in several the-
ses and a dissertation completed 
by OU graduate students under the 
direction of Dr. Lee Bement and/or 

Dr. Wyckoff.
	 Thus, the legacy of Terrell Nowka 
lives on, but those of us who knew him will 
miss him greatly.

OAS seeks 
archival material

Back copies of OAS 
publications are always 
valuable to the Society. 

They help fill gaps in 
the OAS archives. Mary 
McHard, the OAS Pub-
lications   Librarian, is 

conducting an inventory 
of all materials in OAS 
storage. She can ar-

range to have donated 
materials picked up.   
Archeological materi-
als can be donated 

by contacting Mary at           
(405) 525-7824 or by 

email at
dmmchard@flash.net
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            The OAS publication Geoar-
chaeology and the Cross Timbers is now 
available at the Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History, Norman, and 
the Oklahoma Anthropological Society.
	 Memoir No. 13 appeared under 
direction of museum associate curator 
Don Wyckoff. The monograph was com-
piled and edited by David J. Cranford, 
Elsbeth L. Dowd, and Dr. Wyckoff. 
	 The monograph is the out-
growth of a 2005 class in geoarchaeol-
ogy taught at the University of Oklahoma 
plus Bureau of Reclamation-supported 
interdisciplinary research at a terrace 
being heavily eroded by Lake Altus.
	 The Society has published stud-
ies of different locations through central 
and southwestern Oklahoma where bur-
ied soils bear witness to landscape sta-
bility and climatic effects over the past 
10,000 years. 
	 Dr. Wyckoff said information on 
such locations is important, not only for 
documenting how erosion and valley 
filling have altered the landscape, but 
also for providing archaeologists with 
clues as to why substantial sections of 
this area yield few traces of prehistoric 
people.  
	 Much of the area’s prehistory 
is deeply buried. A summary chapter 
synthesizes over 90 radiocarbon dates 
from soils buried throughout central and 
southwestern Oklahoma to provide an 
outline of the intervals when climatic 
conditions were good and eroding land-
scapes recovered enough to support the 
development of soils.
	 The Society is publisher. Copies 
are available for $20 at the museum and 
from OAS Publications Librarian Mary 
McHard at dmmchard@flash.net

	 Budgets at museums and state 
historical sites are shrinking as Oklaho-
ma registers a 17 percent reduction in 
government funding.
	 Bob Blackburn, Oklahoma His-
torical Society’s executive director, said 
many of the state’s field museums and 
historic sites have a staff of only one 
or two people. The cuts in many cases    

exceed operational funds and dips into 
personnel funds, he told The Oklaho-
man.
	 The Society will fund each mu-
seum and site through April. Then the 
Society Board will look at the revenue 
generated and decide whether any 
should be closed or should operate un-
der reduced hours, Blackburn said.
	 Local groups could keep open 
facilities that fail to generate enough rev-
enue. They would need to find another 
source of revenue or provide donations. 	
Other changes will affect charges for 
programming, personnel furloughs, days 
and hours of operation, exhibit funds, 
and gift shop operations. 
	 Spiro Mounds, the state’s pre-
mier archeological site, has raised its 
entrance fee to $4 for adults, $3 for se-
niors, and $1 for children. Members of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society and the 
Spiro Mounds Development Association 
continue to be admitted free.
	 Spiro Mounds Development 
Association has a fund drive to help 
schools pay for children visiting the mu-
seum. The association hopes to raise as 
much as $10,000 a year, said Dennis 
Peterson, center manager. More infor-
mation is available at (918) 962-2062 or 
by email at spiro@okhistory.org

	 Publication of last fall’s Caddo 
Conference is possible as an OAS Mem-
oir, Scott Hammerstedt said.

	 Attempts to interest speakers in 
contributing their presentations are un-
der way, the Oklahoma Archeological 
Survey archeologist said. If presenters  
will provide their papers and illustrations 
as data files, the memoir can be assem-
bled efficiently.
	 Many of the presenters were 
University of Oklahoma faculty and 
graduate students. Others were from the 
University of Arkansas and the Caddo 
Nation.
	 The Oct. 3 conference, held at 
the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History in Norman, was orga-
nized by museum Associate Curator Dr. 
Don Wyckoff. 
	 Dr. Hammerstedt, Dr. Amanda 
Regnier and OU anthropologist Dr. Pat-
rick Livingood plan to assemble and edit 
the publication.

	 The Archaeological Conservan-
cy plans research and restoration of a 
west Arkansas Indian Mound.
	 In a March 12 story in The City 
Wire, an Internet newsletter based in 
Fort Smith, Ark., the Conservancy’s Jes-
sica Crawford was shown inspecting the 
site. She is Southwest Regional Director 
of the non-profit organization that pur-
chased the mound in 2006 to prevent its 
further destruction.
	 In March Crawford joined Tim 
Mulvihill, a University of Arkansas arche-
ologist, in clearing brush and trash from a 
damaged east side of the mound. Craw-
ford said the Conservancy may build a 
small park around the mound with sig-
nage and other exhibits that explain the 
prehistoric site.
	 Research and restoration could 
take years, she said. Even clearing the 
vegetation and trees could cost up to 
$15,000.
	 Cavanaugh was among sites 
toured by participants of the Fall 2008 
meeting of the Oklahoma Anthropo-
logical Society. The mound is within 10 
miles, and is probably related to, Okla-
homa’s Spiro Mounds.
	 Cavanaugh is identified as a 
Caddoan era platform mound typically 
found in the Arkansas River Valley.

Archeology in Brief

OAS Memoir addresses Cross Timbers

State cost-cutting hits 
historic sites, museums

OAS Memoir proposed 
for Caddo theme meeting

Conservancy to restore 
Cavanaugh Mound
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Choctaw Crime and
Punishment 1884-1907
By Devon Abbott Mihesuah
University Of Oklahoma Press
October 2009
Hardcover $32.95 

Review by Ed Mayfield
             Oklahoma: We were taught in 
school that the name means “Home of 
the Red Man,” and this is no more true 
than with one of the Five Civilized Tribes, 
the Choctaws.
            “Choctaw Crime and Punish-
ment” is as the title indicates. It follows 
the Choctaws during a tumultuous time 
revolving around political upheaval, land 
allotment, and statehood.
            When I was asked to review 
this book, I was somewhat misled by the 

title as well as the cover photo, thinking it 
was about Oklahoma outlaws. But noth-
ing of the sort.
            Mihesuah takes the reader into 
the morass of social and political life of 
this tribe. The vehicle used to accom-
plish this is the unsolved murder of her 
own great, great grandfather and the 
deaths of political rivals known as the 
Progressives.
            In the wake of the Civil War 

Forgotten Fires: Native Amercans       	
    and the Transient Wilderness
By Omer C. Stewart, Henry T. 
    Lewis, M. Kat Anderson
Illustrated, with bibliographica
     references and index
University of Oklahoma Press
Hardcover 364 pages $39.95

Review by Jon Denton
	 While “Forgotten Fires” has 
been on the shelf for a while, it remains a 
vital testimony to the Native Americans’ 
skill at shaping the North American to-
pography. This revealing book is now in 
paperback.
	 If you haven’t read it, and you’ve 
heard about it and want the story first-
hand, it gives you something fresh to 
think about. Instead of a stereotype of 
the noble savage – centuries of Indians 
living in static harmony with the land-
scape – we learn they were the ultimate, 
large scale landscapers.
	 Reports to the contrary, Euro-
peans did not discover a pristine New 
World wilderness. Long before they ar-
rived, Indians were proving themselves 
capable of sophisticated land manage-
ment. They used fire to prune the woods, 
open shooting lanes and canyons, ex-
pand meadows, improve the grasslands, 
and fight noxious bugs.
         It’s an insight rediscovered every 
couple of years. Brian M. Fagan did a 
superb job summarizing it in his "The 
Great Journey: The Peopling of Ancient 
America.”
	 But the real hero of the story is 
Omer Stewart, an anthropology profes-
sor at CU-Boulder. While alive, he strug-
gled to interest a publisher in his work. 
Now Lewis and Anderson present Stew-
art’s original research and conclusions, 
written in the 1950s but unavailable to 

   Book 
      Reviews

 Jon Denton
Reviews Editor

and its period of reconstruction, a linger-
ing bitterness existed among Choctaws 
with competing Confederate and Union 
loyalties. This was a major factor in the 
separation of the political parties known 
as the Progressives and the Nationalists 
– conservatives and liberals. The com-
plexity and sophistication of the tribe’s 
social and political infrastructure is most 
impressive.
            As Oklahoma rushed towards 
statehood, land allotment was on ev-
erybody’s lips. One political faction saw 
it as the death notice to the traditional 
Choctaw life. The other faction saw it as 
the only way to save the old ways and 
inexorably accept the white man’s gov-
ernment and life style.
            A post Civil War Treaty of 1886 
came with a stipulation that appeared 
to be harmless and somewhat benign: 
to allow whites to intermarry with Choc-
taws, thus extending full citizenship and 
land privileges. Yet the act became a 
post-Civil War disaster for the tribe.
            With influx of more whites into 
tribal land came crime and lawlessness, 
and lots of it.  It led to a Choctaw judicial 
system of punishment that early on butt-
ed heads with the U.S. government.
            To most Choctaws, federal inter-
vention was the beginning of the end for 
many elements in the Choctaw world. 
	 As the reader navigates through 
the rich history of the tribe, before and 
after the Civil War, Mihesuah injects an-
ecdotes that prove the misgiving was 
well placed.
            I would hope that when this book 
is seen on the book shelf,  the potential 
reader is not thwarted by the thought this 
is just another book about native Ameri-
cans.
            Mihesuah's research for this 
book is Olympian, making it vital source 
material for those who seek a full under-
standing of the Civil War’s impact on the 
Choctaws.
            The book is highly recommend-
ed.
Ed Mayfield is President of the OAS 
Central Chapter in Oklahoma City.                 (Continued Next Page)
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general readers.
	 Stewart emerges as the father 
of anthropogenic fire, the theory of hu-
man influence on the environment in the 
last 10,000 years. Thousands of miles of 
forest were shaped to suit the residents. 
	 Scholarly yet readable, “Forgot-
ten Fires” is a memorable testimony for 
one man’s effort to turn aside mythology 
and replace it with the truth.
	 Jon Denton is Editor of the OAS 
Trowel Marks Newsletter

Indian Tribes of Oklahoma: 
      A Guide 
By  Blue Clark
Civilization of the American 
      Indian Series
University of Oklahoma Press 
2009 Hardcover 413 pages $29.95
 
Review by Neil Garrison 
	 Blue Clark, a law and history 
professor at Oklahoma City University, 
presents an up-to-date compendium on 
our state's Native Americans.
	 A famous book with a similar ti-
tle already exists (“A Guide to the Indian 
Tribes of Oklahoma” by Muriel Wright), 
but it's been more than 50 years since 
it first appeared. There has been a sea 
change of information since that time.
	 Clark, a member of the Musco-
gee (Creek) nation, brings us up to 
speed on tribal name changes. Just 
as important, he covers recent fed-
eral action officially recognizing Indian 
tribes previously lumped in with other                                  
umbrella tribal entities.
	 His incisive work will serve as 
a fresh reference to many. It provides 
a "go to" source on tribal histories and 
presents information regarding recent 
activities of these sovereign nations.
	 It's not the sort of book, how-
ever, that invites a leisurely read, cover 
to cover. Similar to other reference texts 
(a dictionary, for example), it's just darn 

in front of a dead deer. The story behind 
that photo is unsettling. The anthropolo-
gists took Ishi back to the wilderness for 
some "photo ops."  The original plan was 
to have Ishi drop a deer as he usually 
did, but the scientists got tired of waiting 
around. They killed the deer with a rifle 
and then asked Ishi to shoot several ar-
rows into the deer’s carcass.
	 The photo shows the grimace 
on Ishi's face as he turns to face the 
camera, clearly uncomfortable with the 
carcass of the bullet-riddled deer.
	 When I began reading the book, 
I started with a preconceived notion. I 
was going to hate the anthropologist for 
his role in the ultimate death of his re-
search subject.
	 I came away with a much dif-
ferent view. Kroeber's father died from 
TB, as did his wife. In fact, Kroeber was 
deep in debt from paying all of the medi-
cal bills for his wife’s treatment. 
	 The year was 1914. European 
medicine was pathetic. TB doctors dosed 
their patients with morphine to dull the 
pain, and then shipped them to Arizona 
for sun, desert air and good nutrition. 
TB got a quick start in that unfortunate 
state.
	 The book is not a feel good tale 
of how Europeans interacted with the 
American Indians. We get many stories 
of the atrocities that were visited on the 
natives by the newcomers from Europe. 
	 Despite the gruesome picture 
that emerges, I heartily recommend the 
book. Included is new information about 
Ishi and his scientist friends. 
	 Sugarcoating American history 
would do everybody a disservice. It is 
best that we delve into history with an 
eye to accuracy and honesty.

near impossible to read it from front to 
back.
	  Therein resides a major fault. 
Clark has a penchant for abbreviations. 
If you jump around and read chapters 
out of context, you will be perplexed 
about the abbreviations’ meaning. The 
book has no glossary. The reader would 
benefit greatly if it did.
	 Little errors also pop up. For 
example, Clark’s interpretation of Indian 
and bison interactions is shortsighted. 
"Buffalo had no natural enemies, so their 
numbers grew ever larger on the lush 
grasses of the Plains,” we read. That is 
simply not true. Once there existed a sub-
species of gray wolf that preyed heavily 
on bison. Ditto for a subspecies of griz-
zly bear that lived on the Great Plains 
and feasted on the shaggy beasts.
         It’s sometimes difficult finding spe-
cific Indian tribes in the book. For the 
most part, Clark lists them in alphabeti-
cal order. The exception to this is the 
"Citizen Potawatomi" -- it comes after 
"Ponca" and before "Quapaw."  (In con-
trast, I looked for it to be an entry be-
tween "Choctaw" and "Comanche.") 
	 Despite these faults, I'd have 
to admit Clark's book is a major addi-
tion to a library on Native Americans. It 
is packed with information you may not 
know. 
OAS member Neil Garrison is a Okla-
homa naturalist living in Yukon.

Wild Men: Ishi and Kroeber in the       	
    Wilderness of Modern America
By Douglas Sackman
Oxford University Press 2010 
Hardcover 384 pages $16.47

Review by Neil Garrison
	 Ishi was saddled with the moni-
ker: "The last wild Indian in California."   
	 He stepped out of the wilder-
ness in 1911 ... and died in San Francis-
co from tuberculosis three years later.
	 The photo on the front of the 
book’s dust jacket is classic: It shows 
Alfred Kroeber, a prominent anthropolo-
gist, and the American Indian standing 
side-by-side. Each is suited up in Euro-
pean clothes.
	 The telling difference is that only 
the anthropologist is wearing shoes. 
That same photo has been cropped 
down to just a view of their feet ... and 
reappears on the back side of the book's 
dust jacket.
	 Inside are many more photos. 
One of my favorites shows Ishi kneeling 
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   OAS Chapter Update

Mailing  
Pemit

Why is it Anthropological Society and not Archeological Society? In order to practice archeology, we need to understand the 
relationship between anthropology and archeology. Anthropology is the broad study of people, past and present. Archeol-
ogy is a branch of anthropology often focused on the distant past. To interpret what is found at archeological sites, we need 
to know how people organized themselves long ago. Studying cultures today gives us insight into cultures of yesterday.

  Why Oklahoma 'Anthropological' Society?

Ark-Homa Chapter (Fort Smith, Ark)
Representative: Tim Mulvihill (479) 788-7812
March: Claudine Payne, Arkansas Archeological Survey
April: Matt Reed Oklahoma History Museum "The Myth of Ferdinandina”

Byrds Mill Springs Chapter (Ada)
Contact: Carl Gilley (580) 332-3812
March: Scott Hammerstedt
April: TBA
May: Leslie Rankin-Hill on skeletons 

Central Chapter (Oklahoma City)
Representative: Curt Hendricks (405) 722-9621
March: "Native American Gardens" with Dr. Fred Schneider
April: Annual Central Chapter Book Auction
May: 2010 OAS Dig preview with Luther Leith

Cleveland County Chapter (Norman)
Representative: Luther Leith (405) 321-3558
March: Archaeology Lab (labeling artifacts) with Liz Leith 
April: TBA
May: TBA
June-August: No Meeting (but may schedule summer activity)

Kay County Chapter (Ponca City)
Representative: George Hanggi (580) 765-6342

Greater Southwest Chapter (Lawton)
Representative: Debra Baker (580) 581-3460
March:  “Native American Gardens” with Dr. Fred Schneider
April: “Students Poster Presentation on ProtoJudy” 
	 with Cameron Students
May: (Tentative) “Blackbirds: Man-made and Other” 
	 with Carolyn Stayer

McAlester Archeological Society (McAlester)
Representative: Connie Masters (918) 470-3781
March: Jon & Diana Denton on Alibates, Rainbow Rocks of Texas
April: Amanda Regnier on the Clement Site
May: Leslie Rankin-Hill on skeletons 

Tahlequah Archaeological Society (Tahlequah)
Representative: Tom Purdin (918) 284-2410
March: Cindy L. Hair, cultural specialist for United Keetoowah 		
	 Band of Cherokees, basket weaving
April: Jon & Diana Denton on Alibates, Rainbow Rocks of Texas
May: Dr. Susan Vehik

Tulsa Archaeological Society (Tulsa)
President Andy Slaucitajs (918)747-1026
March: Scott Hammerstedt, Oklahoma Archeological Survey
April: “Fort Gibson Overview and Military Music” with Cody Jolliff
May: “Council Circles” with Dr. Susan Vehik  

Return Service Requested



Redesign under way for Certification Program

Trowel Marks Spring 2010

Participants get full credit for previous work 

	 The OAS Certification Program gets 
a fresh start this spring under direction of two 
Norman archeologists.
	 Amanda Regnier and Scott Ham-
merstedt, staff members of the Oklahoma 
Archeological Survey, have stepped forward. 
While Amanda will assume the lead on the 
Oklahoma Anthropological Society project, 
“Scott will help me with it. I think it’s more 
than a one-person job,” Amanda said.
	 Remodeling includes a complete 
redesign of the introductory program. How-
ever, participants will be given full credit for 
classes they have completed.
	 OAS members are asked to fill out a 
Certification Program Questionnaire and re-
turn it to Dr. Regnier at the address listed on 
the bottom of the form. Responses also are 
welcome by email, she said.
	 The program has been inactive for 
months. A search of records shows gaps that 

	 As you may know, Oklahoma Archeological Survey archaeologists Scott Hammerstedt and Amanda Regnier are reviving the OAS 
Certification Program. Since the Oklahoma Anthropological Society program has been inactive for some time, we are also using this as an 
opportunity to redesign some aspects of the program that we feel could use updating and improvement.
	 One thing we would like to do is get input from OAS members. We want to know your expectations. If you are unfamiliar with this 
program, brief background information can be accessed on the internet at:    
http://www.ou.edu/cas/archsur/oas/certification.html
	 Below are questions that will allow you to tell us about your experience with the Certification Program, the types of seminars you 
would like to see, and your opinions on changes (please feel free to copy the form and write on the back):

1. Have you taken seminars in the OAS Certification Program?  If so, which certification track are you working on? Which seminars do 
you need in order to complete your program?  (If you have not participated in the program, would you like to do so?) 

2. What Certification seminars (or instructors) have you found to be the most helpful in improving your knowledge/skill level?

3. What seminars have been the least helpful and least interesting?

4. What new subjects would you like to see covered in future OAS Certification Seminars?

5. Would you be willing to pay more if the cost for individual Certification seminars was raised to $10 to provide attendees with 
better materials and activities?

To contact you about seminars: 

Name ___________________________ Address  __________________________  State _______   Zip  ______________

E-mail address: ________________  Phone: (        ) ___________________

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey!  Please return it in March 2010, or as soon as possible. Mail to Dr. Amanda 
Regnier, Oklahoma Archeological Survey, 111 E. Chesapeake, Norman OK 73019-5111 (You also can email your completed response to 
Amanda Regnier at aregnier@ou.edu

           
         Dr. Amanda Regnier

need to be filled. For example, the primary 
record of those attending classes will come 
from financial receipts, Amanda said.
	 That only one person – Dave Morgan 
of Norman – is known to have completed the 
program does not mean it is impossible to 
navigate, Amanda said. 
	 The biggest challenge has been to 
take the final classes, which have been rare-
ly offered.
	 The initial objectives are:
	 -- Determine classes each partici-
pant has completed.	
	  -- Ask OAS members for sugges-
tions on topics, class times, instructors.
	  -- Set a priority for classes offered.
	 The first classes will be held at the 
OAS Spring Dig starting May 28. Semi-
nars on excavation and lab techniques are 
planned then. Other classes will follow next 
autumn.

            OAS Certification Program Questionnaire


