











Small exhibit
at Fort Towson
shows Rose Hill

Nearby Fort Towson
presents a small but informa-
tive display on Rose Hill plan-
tation.

Along with photo-
graphs of the owners and the
site, the display offers a con-
cise summary of the antebel-
lum plantation. Here’s what
the text says:

"Mixed blood Choc-
taw Robert M. Jones arrived
from Mississippi during the
Removals of the 1830s. He
ventured into the mercantile
business, eventually owning
interest in numerous stores
on both sides of the Red
River. He also established
plantations of an estimated
10,000 acres worked by 500
African American slaves.

"A prominent figure
in Choctaw politics, he was
elected Choctaw and Chick-
asaw representative to the
Confederate Congress dur-
ing the Civil War. Jones of-
fered his plantation as a ref-
uge for the many displaced
families of the Indian Nations
during the war between the
states.

"Jones' Rose Hill Plan-
tation was located south of
present-day Hugo, Okla-
homa. The two story, fifteen-
room mansion was finished
in maple, walnut and ma-
hogany woodwork with fur-
niture imported from Europe.
The house boasted imported
crystal chandeliers in nearly
every room. It held an exten-
sive library and portrait gal-
lery.

"Jones died in 1873
and was buried in the fam-
ily's Rose Hill Cemetery. The
mansion burned in 1911.

"The Oklahoma His-
torical Society acquired the
site in 1941. Since that time it
has served as an archeologi-
cal resource and silent tes-
timony to life in antebellum
Indian Territory."

Above, the dig crew pauses for a group shot during the
2011 OAS Fall Dig. About 35 volunteers traveled to the
OAS dig at Rose Hill Plantation near Hugo.

At left, plantation owners Sharon and Robert Jones are
shown in an historic Oklahoma History Society picture.

Above, Ed Mayfield and Phil Marshala hand some-
thing found to archeologist Amanda Regnier with
a familiar question: What is this?

At left, OAS President Debra Baker and the dig
crew that joined her at Rose Hill, her family.
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ODell

(Continued from Page 1)

received notes of condolences worldwide
from colleagues who were touched by Dr.
Odell during the course of his travels.

In his memorial post, archeologist
colleague Don Wyckoff, recently retired at
the University of Oklahoma, said of ODell,
“This is an individual who will be so greatly
missed by all who knew him. He graced my
life through our shared concerns with ar-
cheology and making sure students learned
to do it right.”

ODell moved to the University of
Tulsa in 1984 as an associate professor,
then became a professor of anthropology
in 1997. He was preparing for retirement in
2012.

His geographic area of research
was the North American midcontinent. He
conducted archeological surveys and ex-
cavations in Oklahoma in a variety of time
periods.

His primary research interests were
archeological stone tools. He was noted for
his knowledge of use-wear on tool edges
and surfaces. Although he focused on Okla-
homa sites, he continued to analyze collec-
tions from other parts of the world.

He spent two years excavating
Stone Age sites in the Netherlands. He ana-
lyzed stone tools from South Africa, Yugo-
slavia, Romania, Bulgaria, France, Mexico,
and the American Southwest. Widely pub-
lished, he enjoyed an international reputa-
tion in his field.

He was widely known

George ODell 1942 - 2011

Oklahoma Anthropological Society, The Tulsa Ar-
chaeological Society, and Plains Anthropological
Society, and Southeastern Archaeological Con-
ference.

Among his many honors are the Citation
of Merit for Preservation of Oklahoma’s Heritage,
Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office,
1992 and 2007; Citation of Service, Oklahoma
Anthropological Society, 1999; and Robert E. Bell
Award for Distinguished Service to Oklahoma
Archeology, Oklahoma Anthropological Society,
1999.

According to the Tulsa World, Dr. Odell’s
grandfather and father also were well known.
They founded a brushless shaving cream com-
pany called Burma-Shave.

Photo by Andy Slaucitajs

The company’s witty road-
side signs were popular with
motorists crisscrossing the
United States from 1925 to
1963.

In an article on Dr.
ODell, the Tulsa World said
he was not only a wonderful
teacher but an excellent ath-
lete, a Renaissance Man of
the day.

He loved music and
had a superb singing voice.
Yet his greatest attribute was
his ability to relate to his stu-
dents, family and friends.

regionally for his help exca-
vating artifacts from a site
near Jenks in the late 1980s.

OA4S Membenstits

| would like my copy of OAS
Trowel Marks emailed to me at:

There he learned Plains Indi-
ans had dealings with Euro-
peans in the area three cen-
turies earlier.

His book, "LaHarpe's
Post,” published in 2002, re-
flects that finding. It is a tale
of French-Wichita contact on
the eastern U.S. plains.

His professional af-
filiations included the Society
for American Archaeology
(Treasurer-Elect/Treasurer,
2004-06), American Anthro-
pological Association, The
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OAS heads northeast

for 2012 Spring Dig

OAS will return to an
early 18th century Wichita vil-
lage for the Spring Dig 2012.

Set tentatively for
May 25-June 3, the research
will call volunteers to the Bry-
son-Paddock site near Ponca
City over Memorial Day.

Richard Drass of the
Oklahoma Archeological Sur-
vey will direct the dig. Since
2003, Dr. Drass, Dr. Susan
Vehik of OU and Dr. Stephen
Perkins of OSU have lead ef-
forts to excavate the area.

OAS volunteers worked
at the site in 2004, 2007 and
2009. Field schools from OU
and OSU also have joined
the effort.

Excavation will con-
tinue to seek evidence of in-
teraction of the Wichita with
French trappers and traders.
The Europeans canoed up
the Arkansas River to obtain

meat to supply New
Orleans and bison
hides for Europe.

Historically the
Wichita lived as far
north as central Kan-
sas. Pressure from Eu-
ropeans moving west
drove Indian tribes be-
fore them into Wichita
territory. The Osage
and Comanche, and
later the Cheyenne,
roamed the area.

Dr. Drass said
magnetic surveys at
the site show several
concentric linear fea-
tures. He identifies
them as ditches relat-
ed to site fortification.

gests some ditches
may have surrounded
ramparts with stock-
ades on top.

Nightshade: Lovely but deadly

By Neil Garrison

About this time of the
year, an exploration of the
outdoor world hereabouts will
almost always turn up a most
unusual plant.

It is a non-woody plant,
less than knee-high. You of-
ten see it along roadsides,
ditches, in alleys and vacant
lots. It has short flora with
bright-yellow fruit suspended
from the branches.

The fruit is about the
size of a man's thumbnail.
As autumn slides into winter,
these canary-colored beau-
ties hang freely as the rest of
the natural world mutes into
dull shades of tan and brown.
The globes are quite an eye-
catcher.

Most everybody re-
marks that the fruits look
not unlike small tomatoes ...
not in color, of course, but
in reference to their general
shape.

Beware the tempting nightshade.

The fact of the matter
is this: The superficial resem-
blance of these wild plants to
garden-variety tomatoes is
no mere accident. The small
wild plant with the yellow fruit
is the Carolina Horse Nettle,
or Belladonna.

It is a member of the
Solanum family, which is bet-

Volunteers and professionals track linear features
at the 2009 OAS Dig at Bryson-Paddock.

However, other ditches contained un-
derground structures that lined the interior of the
fortification. These structures were constructed
of wood poles placed in the flat floor of the ditch-
Previous work sug- es.

Emerging artifacts include trade mate-
rials. Excavators have found French flint lock
gun parts, kettle fragments, knives, tinklers and
glass beads. Also appearing are native tools --

scrapers,points,
bone hoes, and
pottery.

As in the past,
Dr. Drass will be
at the site ear-
lier in the week
to set up the
grid and pre-
pare excavation
units.

Anyone in-
terested in help-
ing grid the site
for excavations
is welcome to
come early, he
said.

Camping is
available at the
Corps of En-
gineers camp-
grounds on Kaw
Lake.

Motels can be
found in nearby
Ponca City and
Newkirk.

Dr. Drass can
be reached at
rdrass@ou.edu.

( Pioneer plants )

ter known as Deadly Night-
shade. Almost all of the
members of this plant family
are notorious for their lethally
poisonous fruit.
| say "almost" because
there are exceptions. Back-
yard garden variety tomatoes
are members of the Solanum
family. So are potatoes and
eggplants. Go figure!
Tomatoes, potatoes and
eggplants are some of the
most important plants in the
gardeners' vegetable plot.
You would hardly think
that these three important
edible plants are members
of a notoriously lethal plant
family.
| would guess nobody
is going to blunder into eating
a big bowl of Carolina Horse
Nettle fruit. Although they
look like miniature tomatoes,
they have a very repulsive
taste and smell.
Despite this culinary

fact, the attractively-colored
fruit of the Carolina Horse
Nettle helps brighten up an
otherwise-somber color pal-
let in the end-of-the-year out-
door world.

| would suspect that you
could gather up a bouquet
of these attractively-colored
wild plants and display them
prominently on your dining
room table, although | would
venture to guess that few do.

Maybe it is best to

leave them where Ma Nature
intended them to be.

-- Neil Garrison, Yukon
OAS member, is a nationally
known naturalist and the re-
tired director of Martin Park
Nature Center.
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Return Service Requested

ARKOMA CHAPTER, Ft. Smith, Ark.

Meetings 7 p.m. 3rd Thursdays

Echols Building, University of Arkansas, Ft. Smith
Contact Tim Mulvihill (479) 788-7812)

BYRDS MILL CHAPTER, Ada

Meetings 7:30 p.m. 2nd Tuesdays

Valley View Hospital Conference Room, Ada.
Contact Carl D. Gilley (580) 332-3812

CENTRAL CHAPTER, Oklahoma City
Meetings 7 p.m. first Thursdays

Will Rogers Garden Center, 3400 NW 36
Contact Ed Mayfield (405) 808-8324

CLEVELAND COUNTY CHAPTER, Norman

Meetings 7 p.m. 1st Tuesdays

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History, Norman
Contact Tom Thompson at thomas.j.thompson-1@ou.edu

GREATER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER, Lawton

Meetings 2 p.m. 4th Saturdays

Museum of the Great Plains, 601 NW Ferris Avenue, Lawton
Contact Francie Sisson franciesisson@tds

See WebSite at Greater Southwest Chapter OAS

O4S Chaptens

KAY COUNTY CHAPTER, Ponca City

Meetings 6:30 p.m. 3rd Thursdays

(no meetings June, July and August)

Public Library 5th and Grand, Ponca City

Contact Gary Bracken arkriverguy78@sbcglobal.net

MCALESTER ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Krebs
Meetings 7 p.m. 2nd Thursdays

Krebs City Hall, Krebs

Contact Connie Masters samok56@yahoo.com

See the McAlester and Tahlequah Chapters Website

TAHLEQUAH ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Tahlequah
Meetings 7 p.m. 4th Thursdays

Tahlequah Public Library, Tahlequah

Contact Thomas Purdin (918) 284-2410

See the McAlester and Tahlequah Chapters Website

TULSA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Tulsa
Meetings 7 p.m. 4th Mondays
Aaronson Auditorium, Central Library, 400 Civic Center, Tulsa
Meet before meetings 5 p.m. Baxters Interurban
727 S Houston
Contact Andy Slaucitajs (918) 237-6501 or email at
slostus1@cox.net




