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discovery of Wyckoff’s career 
was at a site in northwest-
ern Oklahoma known as the 
Burnham site. In 1986, Wyck-
off conducted excavations 
there to collect Ice Age bi-
son bones dating to between 
30,000 and 20,000 years old. 
He was not looking for hu-
man artifacts, as the date of 
the site was at least 5,000 
years older than the earliest 
agreed-upon date for human 
habitation in the area. 
         However, screen wash-
ing of soil from around the 
bones yielded some surpris-

Archaeology Curator Don Wyckoff retires
in looking for evidence of 
people being here, instead of 
walking away from sites that 
are older than 15,000 years 
old,” Wyckoff said. 
	 His research has 
opened the lid on a new 
puzzle – one which may re-
quire another generation of 
archaeologists to unravel.
	 Though Wyckoff will 
be retired from the university, 
he will never be retired from 
archaeology. 
	 “I’ve got plenty of ar-
chaeological projects to last 
me until I die,” he quipped, 
including several books and 
major articles he will now 
have time to write. 
	 And you can bet 
he’ll be watching to see what 
those students of his come 
up with, as well.

es in the form of flakes of flint 
that bore the marks of those 
that are typically left behind 
in the making of stone tools.
	 Later excavation un-
covered yet more flakes and 
worked fragments – some 
made of stone carried in from 
Texas, and all in soils dat-
ing at between 37,000 and 
34,000 years old.  
	 If what Wyckoff was 
seeing was correct, then the 
Burnham site turned all the 
previous assumptions about 
the date of the earliest hu-
mans in North America on 
their ear.
	 “I didn’t want to be-
lieve it,” Wyckoff said. “It put 
me on the lunatic fringe.” 
         But eventually he was 
persuaded by colleagues to 
write up his findings at the 

Burnham site in a mono-
graph, which was published 
by the museum and the Okla-
homa Anthropological Soci-
ety in 2004. The site, and the 
puzzle it represents, is also 
featured in an exhibit in the 
museum’s Hall of the People 
of Oklahoma.  
             In his conclusion to the 
monograph, Wyckoff wrote 
that while the Burnham site is 
not a “smoking gun” to prove 
that people were here 15,000 
years earlier than previously 
supposed, it does certainly 
point to the need for further 
research as well as a shift-
ing of old assumptions and a 
willingness to look with fresh 
eyes. 
	 “I think those findings 
will be vindicated as long as 
archaeologists are involved 

   (Continued from Page 7)

OAS pins mark time, awards cite service
	 Avid service and longtime participation won recognition at the OAS 
Spring Meeting in April. Treasurer Cathy Compton and Awards Chairman 
Mary McHard planned the presentations.  

At right, Newsletter Editor Jon Denton 
accepts the Golden Trowel Award pre-
sented to him and his wife, co-editor 
Diana Denton. 

At left, certificates recognize Level 
1 achievement by Guy Folger, left, 
and Level 2 achievement by Charles 
Surber. 

At left below, Charles 
Wallis proudly dis-
plays his 40-year OAS 
pin and Gene Hell-
stern displays his 
30-year pin. 

At right, Outstand-
ing Accomplishment 
awards are accepted 
by Thomas Purdin 
and Connie Masters 
for their work coor-
dinating restoration 
of  the Lee Creek Cer-
emonial near Bele-
fonte.
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	 A man found guilty 
of second-degree arson in 
the fire that destroyed the old 
barracks at Fort Washita will 
spend six months in a boot 
camp with the Oklahoma De-
partment of Corrections.
         A June 24 story in the 
Durant Daily Democrat said 
Skylar Augustus Forster, 19, 
Mill Creek, was found guilty 
by a jury in Pushmataha 
County. In their findings jurors 
recommended a 30-day sen-
tence and a $10,000 fine.	
	 Forster’s sentencing 
date was set for Dec. 23.
	 Estimates said re-
building the barracks will 
cost at least $2 million. So 
far, about $14,000 has been 
raised for the historic recon-
struction.
	 Forster and Travis 
Wayne Taylor, 19, Tishomin-
go, were accused of causing 
the fire. Officials said Taylor is 
expected to enter a blind plea 
to the charge. If it stands, the 
judge will determine the sen-
tence
	 Another youth, Bran-
don Perkinson, 19, Tishom-
ingo, said they all went to the 
fort to “search for ghosts.” 
            The defendants were 
charged after Perkinson 
came forward and said he 
had information about the 
fire. Perkinson was charged 
with misdemeanor break-
ing and entering a dwelling 
without permission. Authori-
ties said Perkinson was not 
involved in entering the build-
ing or setting the toilet paper 
on fire, and that he tried to 
persuade the others not to 
do it.

	 Archeology and ar-
cheologists were well repre-
sented at the State Historical 
Preservation Conference in 
Guymon.
	 Held June 8-10, the 
session included presenta-
tions by Timothy Baugh, Marjy 
Duncan and Don Blakeslee.
	 Archeology topics 
included “Archaeology of 
the Southern High Plains” 
the “Two Sisters Site” and 
“Where Did Coronado Cross 
Oklahoma?”
	 According to a June 
7 story in the Guymon Daily 
Herald, Citations of Merit 
went the Oklahoma Anthro-
pological Society and the 
Oklahoma Archeology Sur-
vey in Norman.
	 Individuals closely  
associated with the Society, 
retired OU Professor Don 
Wyckoff of Norman and Andy 
Slaucitajs, Tulsa, also re-
ceived citations   	             	
       (See story Page 13).
	       *  *  *   
      Archeologist Kent 
Buehler was the focus of a 
lengthy feature story on the 
Crime Scene Archaeology 
Recovery Group.
	 Published May 31 in 
The Oklahoman, the article 
examined Buehler’s effort to 
help police find human re-
mains at a suspected crime 
scene in Oklahoma City. It 
was Buehler's sixth case this 
year, the article said.
            Buehler teaches cours-
es in crime scene archeol-
ogy through the Oklahoma 
Archeological Survey at the 
University of Oklahoma. The 
course was among the first of 

its kind in the country. 
	        *  *  *
	 A faculty chair po-
sition in the Anthropology 
Department is being estab-
lished by an Ohio couple.
	 University of Okla-
homa President David Boren 
said Arnold and Wanda Cold-
iron are giving $2 million to 
create the Robert E. and Vir-
ginia Bell Endowed Chair in 
Anthropological Archaeology. 
The position is named for the 
longtime OU anthropology 
professor and his wife.
	 According to a March 
25 story in The Oklahoman, 
Arnold Coldiron earned bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
at the university.
	 The late Dr. Bell, 
credited as the father of 
archeology in Oklahoma, 
founded the Oklahoma An-
thropological Society (OAS). 
	       *  *  *  
  Oklahoma paleontology 
digs are yielding new in-
formation about an ancient 
horned rodent.
 	 Discovered in west-
ern Oklahoma in 1959 and 
stored in an unmarked plas-
ter jacket, the rodent had two 
horns. Remnants of the crea-
ture’s teeth and jaws indicate 
it belonged to a genus and 
species of the mylagaulus ro-
dent family. 
	 Until now, the spe-
cies was thought to have no 
horns.
       Nick Czaplewski, a cura-
tor of vertebrate paleontology 

at the Sam Noble Museum in 
Norman, said with side-by-
side horns on its nose, it is 
unlike other ancient rodent 
species with the projections.
	 In a Dec. 28 article in 
The Oklahoman, Czaplewski 
said he had turned over the 
unmarked jacket earlier in the 
year for museum volunteers 
and trainees to practice on. 
Inside, they found the skull.
                   *  *  * 
      A paleontologist from 
the Noble Museum is on a 
team credited with discover-
ing a new dinosaur.
	 Richard L. Cifelli, a 
curator of vertebrate pale-
ontology, said bones of the 
adult and juvenile   dinosaur 
were stored at the museum. 
The animals likely lived about 
110 million years ago.
	 Identified as Bron-
tomerus Mcintoshi, the shape 
of its hip bones indicates the 
animal may have had the 
largest leg muscles of any 
dinosaur in the long necked 
sauropod family, Cifelli said.
	 In a Feb. 23 article in 
The Oklahoman, Cifelli called 
the creature “thunder thighs” 
after the powerful leg mus-
cles. 
	 Brontomerus may 
have used its legs as a 
weapon to kick predators, or 
to help travel over rough, hilly 
terrain, Cifelli said.

Arson destroyed the old Fort Washita south barracks on Sept. 26. 
Rebuilding will cost at least $2 million, authorities say.
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OAS Board Meetings

	 Highlights of recent OAS Board Meetings are pre-
sented in brief. For a full transcript of the minutes, see the 
the OAS Website www.okarcheology.org.

April 23, 2011
	 Lawton archeologist Debra Baker was elected President of the 
Oklahoma Anthropological Society at the April 23 Membership meeting.
            She accepted the gavel from outgoing President Charles Cheatham, 
Oklahoma City. Although he completed two full terms, he will remain ac-
tive by serving as Chairman of the new Stewardship Committee.
	 Members elected Ed Mayfield, Oklahoma City, Vice President. 
Elected new Directors At-Large were Charles Cheatham, Connie Mas-
ters, Mary McHard, and Tom Purdin. They follow term-expired Directors-
At-Large Bill Burkhart, Guy Folger, Dean Gamel and Paul Roberts. 
              OAS gained a new Secretary. In one of his final duties as Presi-
dent, Cheatham appointed Cari Foster, following Trina Menzie, who 
stepped down.
	 In the Membership meeting, Jon and Diana Denton were hon-
ored with a Golden Trowel Awards. Members for 10 years, they have 
been active in the Central Chapter and state OAS. They are editors of 
the OAS newsletter Trowel Marks. Jon served for most of the last de-
cade as program chairman of the Central Chapter and for several years 
as OAS Secretary. The couple have developed several Power Point slide 
shows about the Society, its digs, meetings and accomplishments.
	 In other awards, Tom Purdin, Connie Masters, Bob Dalton, Phil 
Hayden, Earl White and Bill Burkart (in absentia) were presented Certifi-
cates of Recognition for conservation work at the Lee Creek site.
	 Amanda Regnier presented two awards on behalf of the Certi-
fication Council. Charles Surber was awarded Level 2 Surveyor, Crew-
member and Laboratory Technician certificates. Guy Folger was award-
ed a Level 1 Crewmember certificate.
	 In OAS business, funding the society remains a challenge. Trea-
surer Cathy Compton reported a net balance of $8,802 in the general 
fund. Fund income for the year was $3,692. Fund debits were $5,388, 
for a net loss of $1,696.
	 Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Jana Brown said in the first quar-
ter 2010, overall membership was down about 100.
	 In publications, printers have finished OAS Memoir No. 15 and 
the 2010 OAS Bulletin. Trowel Marks newsletter will appear four times in 
2011.
	 Don Wyckoff, a long-time stalwart of OAS, has retired. President 
Cheatham thanked him for his many years of service to the Society.
 				    July 16, 2011
	 President Debra Baker called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Oklahoma Archeological Survey office in Norman.
	 Treasurer Cathy Compton reported a general fund balance of 
$3,286.
	 In her final report, Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Jana Brown 
said membership has stabilized at 381, about the same as the year be-
fore. President Baker thanked Jana for her effort and accepted her res-
ignation. Cathy Compton stepped in as interim membership director.
	 Baker noted some hold two offices on the Board. She stepped 

aside from her At-Large Directors office, as did Vice 
President Ed Mayfield. Their vacancies will be filled 
at a special election at the Fall Membership meeting 
in Tulsa.
                          The Board approved a drafting of a by-
law change requiring newly-elected officers to auto-
matically step down from director positions. Charles 
Cheatham and Curt Hendricks will prepare a propos-
al.
	 Dig chairman Andy Slaucitajs said the OAS 
Fall Dig will be at Rose Hill Plantation, Hugo. Amanda 
Regnier, Scott Hammerstedt and John Davis will di-
rect.
	 Slaucitajs asks members to email examples 
of past digs and surveys they enjoyed. He also seeks 
suggestions for new dig sites that need attention.
	 Mary McHard, Awards Chairman, asked for 
application forms for OAS Awards to be posted on the 
OAS Website. Those include the Bell Award, Golden 
Trowel Award, Bucky Award, and Special Achieve-
ment Award. Cari Foster agreed to research award 
descriptions for the Board.
	 Curt Hendricks will research an ethics state-
ment for use in OAS forms, publications and the 
Website. 
	 The Spring 2013 meeting may focus on ar-
tifact collections with a show-and-tell part in the pro-
gram. Bob Brooks will determine if the Natural History 
Museum in Norman is available. 
	 After years of discussion, a new OAS Bro-
chure has been published. Mimi Hendricks arranged 
the photos, updated the text, and arranged for print-
ing at a cost of $650 for 1,000 copies. Debra Baker 
led applause for Mimi’s volunteer effort.
	 Chapter reports were made for the Central 
Chapter, Lawton Chapter, Tulsa Chapter, Tahlequah 
and McAlester chapters. 

New OAS President Debra Baker, Lawton, accepts 
the OAS gavel from outgoing President Charles 
Cheatham during the 2011 annual Spring Meeting.
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Alas, Agamemnon

	 It is known that I have 
walked, yea even limped, in 
the footsteps of the greats. 
Now it can be said that I have 
slept in their abodes. 
	 In 2009 I ventured 
into Egypt and Jordan. I was 
determined to explore some 
of the great sites of the ar-
cheological world, despite a 
gimpy leg.
	 More recently, and in 
much better shape, I spent a 

By Guy Folger

Ancient Greek pile beckons
travelers to sleep with greats

pleasant night at the Hotel Belle Helene 
in Mycenae, Greece. Among the world’s 
famous and infamous personages to stay 
there are Agatha Christie, Allen Ginsburg, 

Oklahoma traveler Guy Folger signals to 
Texas while doing Greece.

	 After the murder of Julius Caesar in 44 BC, the Roman Empire lay 
in civil war.
	 Initially, it was between the Republicans and Caesarians, but after 
Marc Antony conquered the last of the Republicans, the conflict focused on 
Antony and Octavian.  
	 In addition to their ambition, they had that thing where Antony left his 
wife, Octavian’s sister, for the favors of the Egyptian temptress, Cleopatra.
	 Then after all the accusations, insults, invitations to battle and disso-
ciation of Octavian and Marc Antony (in 35 BC), Octavian officially declared 
war against Cleopatra in 32 BC.
	 Finally, on the morning of Sept. 2, 31 BC, the two forces met off the 
coast of Actium in western Greece. What ensued has variously been de-
scribed as “one battle, one city, one empire” and “the decisive confrontation 
of the final war of the Roman Republic.” 
	 The battle continued through the afternoon, with no decisive victor. 
Then Cleopatra signaled her fleet to retreat. Whether she was bored, could 
not bear the suspense or just plain panicked, remains a mystery.
	 Meanwhile, Antony, believing her forces to be in a rout, decided all 
was lost, and it was. He became a fugitive. Convinced Cleopatra had been 
captured, Antony stabbed himself. Not dying at once, he insisted on being 
taken to Cleopatra where he died in her arms.  After her lover’s death, Cleo-
patra herself committed suicide. 
	 But where was Octavian during all of the battle of Actium? He was 
safely watching from a distant hill on shore. It was on and near this site that 
he built the Nicopolis, his victory city. 
	 Today, the ruins of Nicopolis and the Nicopolis Museum are impres-
sive places to visit. The museum has an abundance of sarcophagi, partial 
statuary, mosaics, pottery and other artifacts from the ruins of the city.

  'One battle, one city, one empire'

Carl Jung, Virginia 
Woolf, Heinrich Him-
mler, Josef Goebbels, 
Henry Miller and Wil-
liam Faulkner.
            And, for the 
sake of this tale, Dr. 
Heinrich Schliemann. 
He made the luxuri-
ous pile his residence 
in 1876 while direct-
ing his nearby exca-
vations.

Death mask of 
Agamemnon

   In that year, amateur archaeologist and 
adventurer Schliemann claimed to dis-
cover the ancient city of Mycenae. In it his 
trembling hands unearthed the gold death 
mask of King Agamemnon. 
	 I say “claimed” because, as with 

many of his discoveries, the time-line was just 
a bit off. In this case, the tomb where the mask 
was found pre-dated the Trojan war by some 300 
years.
	 Not that the intrepid German is without 
honor. Schliemann (1822-1890) pioneered pre-
historic Greek archaeology, excavating the tradi-
tional site of Troy four times between 1871 and 
1890, and Mycenae in 1876.
	 Agamemnon, of course, was the King of 
Mycenae. He commanded the Greeks during the 
Trojan war. And the Trojan war, of course, came 
about when Paris of Troy kidnapped Agamem-
non’s sister-in-law, Helen.
	 When Agamemnon tried to set sail for 
Troy to avenge the outrage, his army was met 
with plague. Moreover, his fleet drifted without 
wind, a naval calamity supposedly brought on by 
the wrath of the goddess Artemis.
	 Some accounts say Artemis was ap-
peased by the sacrifice of Agamemnon’s daugh-
ter, Iphigenia. Other accounts report that Artemis, 
after seeing Agamemnon was willing to sacrifice 
his offspring, accepted a deer in her place.
	 After the capture of Troy, Agamemnon 
returned to Mycenae. There he met his grisly 
fate, murdered by his wife Clytemnestra and her 
lover Aegisthus. All this reportedly took place in 
the 13th or 12th century BC.
	 Ironically, despite the doubts, the gold 
face plate unearthed by Dr. Schliemann is ac-
cepted to be, in Greece anyway, the death mask 
of Agamemnon. And although Schliemann’s 
methods were crude by today’s standards, and 
sometimes ruinous, his discovery of Troy in pres-
ent-day Turkey is generally accepted there as 
true as well. 

Editor's note: This is first of 
a series on archeology travel 
in Greece as experienced 
by a veteran adventurer and 
OAS member. Fully aware 
that context is everything, he 
includes background on the 
sights and sites.
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   Book 
      Reviews

 Jon Denton
Reviews Editor

Child of the Fighting Tenth: 
On the Frontier with the 
Buffalo Soldiers
By Forrestine C. Hooker,      
Edited by Steve Wilson
University of Oklahoma         	    
Press 2011 Paper $19.95
	 Like “Little House on the 
Prairie,” this book is told from a 
child’s perspective. 
	 Forrestine Hooker grew 
up on the prairie frontier, the 
daughter of Charles Cooper, a 
white Army officer with the black 
10th Cavalry. Born in 1867, she 

the officers and men. But the 
real story, as it relates to the 
modern day, is society’s dis-
dainful attitude towards the 
Indians. 
	  “Child of the Fighting 
Tenth” is a pleasant book. It 
has drama and a good dose 
of reality. Best of all, it is a 
great story of military life on 
the Plains that soon became 
Oklahoma.
                 -- Cathy Compton

lived in Fort Sill, Indian Terri-
tory, and other cavalry posts 
in Kansas, Texas and Arizo-
na.
	 Long after she be-
came a noted author, she 
worked on her private mem-
oir. It was up to Wilson to fin-
ish it. 
	 Each chapter tells 
a different story as Hooker 
paints a vivid picture of life 
among the officers, the black 
troops they commanded, and 
the troops’ families.
	 The hardship of fron-
tier live for officers and their  
families is clear, but less so 
the life of enlisted men. It 
must have been incredibly 
hard for them. The wives of 
the troops were hired as the 
cooks and laundresses for 
the officers. The troops also 
earned money as cooks, and 
every officer’s house would 
require a manservant.
	 While there are quite 
a few books that tell about 
the Buffalo Soldiers, Birdie’s 
memoir is very personal. We 
see the admirable bravery of 

Fields of Blood: The 
Prairie Grove Campaign
By William L. Shea
University of North 
      Carolina Press 2009
ISBN 978-0-8078-3315-5
(358 pages with black and 
white photographs)

	 Civil War battles in 
or near Indian Territory are a 
mirror reflection of the con-
flict tearing apart the young 
nation.
	 During this Civil War 
Sesquicentennial, the 150th 
anniversary of that epic con-
flict, it’s good to keep in mind 
the role played by the Indi-
ans. The Prairie Grove Cam-
paign is a case in point.
	 The book is very 

well done – worth reading again, 
something I rarely do. I even 
drove to northwestern Arkansas 
and walked over one of the princi-
pal Civil War sites, Prairie Grove 
Battlefield near Fayetteville, now 
preserved as a state park.
	 I was alarmed to learn 
that early on, many Native Ameri-
cans fought for the Confederacy. 
But when things started going 
poorly for the South in the latter 
years of the conflict, many Native 
American troops opted to switch 
and fight, instead, for the Union. 
	 The book has a detailed 
description of the Battle of Old 
Fort Wayne, located in today’s 
Delaware County in northeastern 
Oklahoma. 
	 Brig. Gen. James Blunt 
and his Cherokee, Indiana, and 
Kansas troops attacked Col. 
Douglas Cooper and his Confed-
erate command on Beattie’s Prai-
rie near Old Fort Wayne on Oct. 
22, 1862. 
	 The Confederates resist-

ed, but overwhelming 
numbers forced them 
to run, leaving behind 
artillery and equipment. 
Confederate General 
Stand Watie, a Chero-
kee, played a prominent 
role in that conflict. It 
was Cherokee against 
Cherokee.
         This book comes 
highly recommended.
              -- Neil Garrison

The First North Americans: 
An Archaeological Journey
By Brian Fagan
Thames & Hudson 2011
Hardback 272 Pages
190 Illustrations, 26 color
List Price $34.95
	 It is disconcerting to see 
a master storyteller falter when 
a venture appears so promis-
ing. Unfortunately, that’s what 
happens when Brian Fagan, an 
accomplished academic arche-
ologist, author and world traveler, 
serves up boilerplate history in 
"The First North Americans.”
	 Instead of recent re-
search, Fagin follows a cautious 
line aimed at a conservative text-
book audience. It will sell well in 
academia, but it’s unfortunate 
that he puts so much effort into 
stating the obvious.
        The Fagin doctrine goes like 
this: North America was popu-
lated by Asians crossing the Ber-
ing Strait in an interlude to the ice 
ages. 
	 They killed mammoths 
and other giant, cold weather 
beasts in a rapid dispersion down 
the continent. They were a Clovis 
culture, although there are wispy 

hints of pre-clovis visi-
tors. 
	 Yawn. As my 
youthful niece would 
say, been there, done 
that, got the T-shirt.
	 Fagin missed an 
opportunity to focus at-
tentoin on the emerging 
evidence of pre-clovis 
migration, Including a 
possible link to the Solu-
trean culture of France. 
   Read Fagin’s latest 
book only if you are in-
terested in safe, aca-
demic archeology. Look 
elsewhere for adventure 
in research. 
                 -- Jon Denton
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What doesn't kill you 
might just feed you

  

          By Neil Garrison

	 Wild plants. Some 
will kill you. Some won't.
	 How did North Amer-
ica's ancient people know the 
difference? Specifically, we’re 
talking about that time of old 
when the continent was first 
populated … When North 
American plants were first 
encountered by humans.
	 One might assume 
that people nibbled their way 
across the landscape, even-
tually assembling a mental 
catalog of what was useful 
and what was not. Sort of trial 
by error, the error often being 
something fatal.
	 But it’s a faulty no-
tion. You have only to read 
author Euell Gibbons' book 
"Stalking the Wild Aspara-
gus” to see why. Gibbons re-
counts the chilling story of a 
couple of back country hikers 

harvesting what they guessed 
was wild carrot roots for their 
evening meal.
	 They promptly died. 
Their demise was particu-
larly gruesome and agoniz-
ing. The medical examiner 
determined that each of the 
hikers had consumed a mar-
ble-sized portion of what ap-
peared to be the wild carrot 
root … but in fact was a poi-
sonous look-alike.
	 The wild carrot root 
is very similar in appearance 
to the deadly hemlock. One 
difference: If you put both 
plants in separate lidded jars 
for an hour, only wild carrots 
smell like carrots. 
	 Today's home back-
yard vegetable patch is filled 
with delicious and nutritious 
carrots, but Ma Nature's wild 
garden is populated with 
closely related plants in the 
same family   –   and these 

wild cousins can be lethal.
	 Gibbons' book rein-
forces the notion that a blind-
folded gastronomic explora-
tion of the natural world is an 
exercise in the foolhardy.
 	 Yet another example 
is the nightshade family of 
wild plants. You'd be well ad-
vised not to add these to your 
evening meal. They are noto-
rious for being highly poison-
ous. Despite that fact, some 
of America's home vegetable 

garden favorites are of the 
nightshade family -- toma-
toes, potatoes, eggplant.
 	 Which brings us back 
to plants and the first North 
Americans. It is likely they 
did not rely a great deal on 
trial and error in searching for 
edible flora. A mistake could 
have been fatal. In a low pop-
ulation, one death can affect 
an entire family and clan.
	 What is certain is the 
first Americans were astute, 

   Pioneer Plants

Ethnobotany

	 Archeology in Okla-
homa won four Citations of 
Merit in an Oklahoma Histor-
ic Preservation Conference 
June 9 in Guymon. The cita-
tions included two individuals 
associated with the Society.
        During the 2011 annual 
Preservation Office meeting, 
the agency recognized the 
Oklahoma Anthropological 
Society and   Oklahoma       Ar-
cheological  Survey, Norman, 
for work at Fort Gibson. 
	 Oklahoma state ar-
cheologist Bob Brooks ac-
cepted the citations for his 
agency and the Society.
	 The fort is a Nation-
al Historic Landmark. It is 
owned and operated by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 
         In 2006-2009, the Sur-

vey office assisted OHS with 
manpower, equipment and 
expertise in the study of ar-
cheological resources at the 
fort.
	 In 2008-2009, the 
Oklahoma Anthropological 
Society joined Bement, the 
Survey and OHS in the proj-
ect. 
	 According to the cita-
tion, the Society's volunteers 
were critical to the success of 
excavations in search of the 
fort’s original stockade. 
          Also at Guymon, Prof. 
Don Wyckoff received a cita-
tion for significantly influenc-
ing the study of Oklahoma's 
archeology for five decades. 
	 During his career, he 
served as the Chief Archeol-
ogist for the Oklahoma River 

Basin Survey Project, State 
Archeologist, and as Director 
of the Oklahoma Archeologi-
cal Survey. 
	 He recently retired 
as Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of Oklahoma 
and Curator of Archaeology 
at the Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History.
         Dr. Wyckoff has played 
a central role in the success 
of Oklahoma Anthropological 
Society, serving as a mentor, 
advisor, contributor and edi-
tor over the years. 
	 Andrew Slaucitajs, 
Tulsa, was cited for his work 
as a professional videogra-
pher and an avocational ar-
cheologist. According to the 
citation, his public program-
ming initiatives made sig-

nificant contributions to the 
understanding of important 
historic places in Oklahoma.
	 He was cited for pro-
ducing the videos “A View 
from Jake Bluff,” the story of 
the excavation of a prehis-
toric Clovis culture bison kill 
site in northwest Oklahoma, 
and “Finding Fort Gibson,” a 
chronicle of the stockade ar-
cheology project at the Fort 
Gibson Historic Site.
	 Slaucitajs is Presi-
dent of the Tulsa Archaeolog-
ical Society and Chairman of 
the Society’s Dig Committee.

Individuals also recognized for preservation

Fort Gibson archeology receives citations of merit

perceptive, and intelligent. 
They came to this continent 
with a deep knowledge of the 
natural world. 
	 They were skilled 
botanists who had a good 
grasp of what wild plants 
would be useful   --   and in 
contrast, what sort of wild 
plants needed to be given a 
wide berth. 
	  While they surely 
discovered edible plants en-
tirely new to them, it is proba-
ble they arrived with a frontier 
adventurer’s practical knowl-
edge of the botanical world. 
They were able to sleuth out 
what they could use to their 
advantage. 
	 That brings to mind 
an old adage in regards to 
the collection and consump-
tion of wild fungi:
	 There are old mush-
room hunters
	 And there are bold 
mushroom hunters
	 But there are no old, 
bold mushroom hunters.
        -- Neil Garrison, Yukon, 
is a nationally-known natural-
ist and the retired director of 
Martin Park Nature Center.
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ARKOMA CHAPTER, Ft. Smith, Ark. 
Meetings 7 p.m. 3rd Thursdays
Echols Building, University of Arkansas, Ft. Smith
Contact Tim Mulvihill (479) 788-7812)

BYRDS MILL CHAPTER, Ada
Meetings 7:30 p.m. 2nd Tuesdays
Valley View Hospital Conference Room, Ada.
Contact Carl D. Gilley (580) 332-3812

CENTRAL CHAPTER, Oklahoma City
Meetings 7 p.m. first Thursdays
Will Rogers Garden Center, 3400 NW 36
Contact Ed Mayfield (405) 808-8324 

CLEVELAND COUNTY CHAPTER, Norman
Meetings 7 p.m. 1st Tuesdays
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History, Norman
Contact Tom Thompson at Thomas.J.Thompson-1@ou.edu

GREATER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER, Lawton
Meetings 2 p.m. 4th Saturdays
Museum of the Great Plains, 601 NW Ferris Avenue, Lawton
Contact Francie Sisson franciesisson@tds
See WebSite at Greater Southwest Chapter OAS

KAY COUNTY CHAPTER, Ponca City 
Meetings 6:30 p.m. 3rd Thursdays
(no meetings June, July and August) 
Public Library 5th and Grand, Ponca City
Contact Gary Bracken arkriverguy78@sbcglobal.net

MCALESTER ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Krebs
Meetings 7 p.m. 2nd Thursdays
Krebs City Hall, Krebs
Contact Connie Masters samok56@yahoo.com
See the McAlester and Tahlequah Chapters Website

TAHLEQUAH ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Tahlequah 
Meetings 7 p.m. 4th Thursdays
Tahlequah Public Library, Tahlequah 
Contact Thomas Purdin (918) 284-2410
See the McAlester and Tahlequah Chapters Website

TULSA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Tulsa 
Meetings 7 p.m. 4th Mondays
Aaronson Auditorium, Central Library, 400 Civic Center, Tulsa
Meet before meetings 5 p.m. Baxters Interurban 
     727 S Houston
Contact Andy Slaucitajs (918) 237-6501 or email at 
     slostus1@cox.net
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