
Admission to Candidacy: 
October–Spring graduation; 
March–Fall graduation

Thesis defense or
comprehensive
exam (non-thesis): 
no later than 5
years after start of
coursework

Research proposal 
for thesis or paper:
by end of classes in
semester prior to
semester of graduation;
IRB approval (thesis)

Form committee &
Advisory Worksheet: 
by 18 cr. hrs.

MA

Post-Admission: 
Advisor assigned GRADUATION!

PHD Form committee &
Advisory Conference
Report: by 1 year

Dissertation prospectus: 
by 1 year after exams;
IRB approval

Dissertation defense: 
by 4 years after exams

General Exams: 

Graduate College: 
 w/BA– 5 years
 w/MA– 4 years

Graduate Program “Normal Progress” Timeline

.

< < < Important:   Maintain regular contact with Advisory Committee throughout your program. > > >

Graduate students are required to meet with faculty advisors each spring semester to submit mini-vitae for annual graduate student evaluations.


