MIS 5443/4213
Issues/Introduction - Data Warehousing 

Instructor:  
Al Schwarzkopf

Office: 

AH 305D


Phone: 
325-5703

E-mail:  
aschwarz@ou.edu

Web Site: 
http://www.ou.edu/class/aschwarz

Office Hours:
3:00 - 4:15, MW
Text: 
Kimball, Reeves, Ross and Thornthwaite, The Data Warehouse Lifecycle Toolkit, Wiley, 1998.

Purpose of Course:  Data warehouse a term used to describe a system of data access designed to support business decision making rather than transaction processing.  The basic concepts have been around for a number of years using names such as Decision Support, End User Computing, and Business Intelligence.  Whatever the name, it is one of the growing areas of Information Technology in most companies.  This course will introduce you to the concepts and practices of data warehousing.  We will use the textbook as a guide:  it is probably the most widely used book on the subject in practice.  We will also supplement from as many sources as we can.  

The course will cover the fundamentals of developing and using a data warehouse.  You will learn to develop requirements, create a dimensional model and generate population and maintenance plans for a warehouse.  You will also learn to manipulate the data in the warehouse for update, maintenance and data extraction.  The tools you will use are SQL and SAS.  We will also try to have various industry partners demonstrate some of the other major warehouse products used in this area.

This is an elective course.  We will assume that you are interested in data warehousing and are willing to work to get good at it.  Be certain to include this course on your resume.

MIS 5443 will be taught concurrently with the undergraduate course MIS 4213.  Both classes will meet together and graduate students are expected to attend the same amount of class time.  Undergraduate students may have different project assignments or exams that reflect their different backgrounds.  Graduate students will be expected to produce a research project and presentation in addition to the other assignments.
Reading, Lecture and Attendance:  Lecture in this course is intended to be an amplification of the assigned readings.  Material from sources outside the text will be assigned as well. Lecture will also include material not covered in the text. Although attendance records will not be kept, any material from lecture or supplemental readings may appear on exams.  Grades will be based on the following components:


Component





Undergraduate
Graduate







Mid-term Tests (1)





40%
35%


Comprehensive Final Test




40%
35%
Mini-Tests, Projects and Class Participation Activities

20%
15%
Presentation/Paper






15%

Other Course Policies:  In addition to my office hours, I am available for students by prior appointment.  I am also available at non-scheduled times depending on workload.  While group work is not a major part of this course, students who fail to obtain a C or better on individually graded parts of this course cannot expect to receive a C in the course.  
Any student with disabilities that may interfere with their ability to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in this class should see me as soon as possible in order to discuss accommodations.

Additional Resources:  Here are a few Web sites.  There are many more.

Intelligent Enterprise Magazine:  articles and resources for database and data warehouse practice.

www.intelligententerprise.com

DM Review Magazine:  Another data management oriented resource.


www.dmreview.com

Data Warehousing Institute:  Web site for the best known data warehousing professional association 

www.dw-institute.com
