PAGE  
1
Lesson 6      Course of Study


Student-Directed Transition Planning

Lesson 6

Course of Study

By

Lorraine Sylvester, Lee L. Woods, and James E. Martin

University of Oklahoma

College of Education

Department of Educational Psychology

 Zarrow Center for Learning Enrichment

Preparation of SDTP supported in part by funding provided by the US Dept. of Education, Office of Special Education Program, Award #: H324C040136

Copyright 2007 by University of Oklahoma

Permission is granted for the user to duplicate the student materials and PowerPoint files for educational purposes. If needed, permission is also granted for the user to modify the PowerPoint files and lesson materials to meet unique student needs.

	Goal: 

With their family and teachers, students will develop a Course of Study for the transition plan that leads to their transition visions.

Objective:

Students will develop a Course of Study that helps them achieve their visions for employment, further education, and adult living.

Location:

School and Home


	Course of Study

Materials Needed

· Course of Study PowerPoint 

· Homework Sheet:  Vocabulary 

· Homework Sheet: Course of Study

· Student Transcripts, Class Offerings Matrix and Graduation Checklist of your school

· Completed Transition Visions for Further Education, Adult Living, and Employment.
· Computer and LCD Projector, or Overhead Projector



	Parent/Family Involvement:

Family members will do activities with the students at home so that they know and can have input into the student’s COURSE OF STUDY. Students should return homework signed by parent or family member. 

Teacher Involvement

Teachers will become aware of student/family planning for transition and will facilitate culturally sensitive interactions and IEP meeting strategies.

NOTE:  Throughout the teacher’s manual you will see font changes to indicate suggested wording of discussion, or conversation points (Teacher: italics), that you can use. Regular font is used for specific Teacher Notes. Teacher notes refer to targeted comments about materials to handout, suggested activities to pursue, or reference to other lessons and activities. Finally, the teacher’s manual aligns each PowerPoint slide with relevant comments.


	Lesson Overview

· Students and teacher view PowerPoint. 
· Students and teacher discuss the purpose of the Course of Study in attaining transition goals.

· Students develop a Course of Study to meet transition visions in academics, further education, and employment. 

Lesson Summary

A. Introduction and Overview: Show section of Course of Study PowerPoint
B.  Vocabulary

C.  Examples

a. Good Example

b. Bad Examples



	
	D. Developing Your Course of Study 

a. Counting Total Credits and Credits Needed to Graduate

b. Counting Required Course Credits and Needed Required Course Credits

c. Counting Elective Course Credits and Needed Elective Course Credits

d.  Class Assignment

e. Preview Homework

f. Review and Discuss Homework
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Teacher: This lesson is designed to help you develop a Course-of Study that will help you meet your transition visions in academics, further education, employment, and living arrangements. You will be able to present your Course of Study at your transition-planning meeting. 
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Teacher: You will need your transcript, and a listing of classes the school is offering next semester, in the summer, or next year. You will also need to know the graduation and exit requirements of your school. If you plan to go to college or other further education, you’ll also need to know the entry requirements of the school.

Teacher Note: Help the students find and gather this information. They should have the information available in their portfolio or file as discussed in previous lessons.
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Teacher: A transcript is an official report that lists all the classes, grades, and credits a student has completed. Have you seen your transcript?
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Teacher: A credit is a number that represents successful completion of a class. A one-credit class lasts all year, while a half, or .5-credit class lasts all semester long.

Teacher Note: Explain how your school counts credits differently as necessary.
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Teacher: Required credits are the courses that you need to graduate and obtain your diploma. Give me an example of a required course.
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Teacher: These are the courses that you get to choose. You must take a certain number of electives to graduate. What are three examples of elective courses?
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Teacher: In this section you will see good examples, and not so good, examples of courses of study. You’ll see how a Course of Study is developed with the required and elective credits you need to graduate and achieve your transition visions. 

Teacher Note: This section requires students to identify what is wrong in the bad example and then requires them to write a good example of a Course of Study based on their own transition visions.



	[image: image10.wmf]

	Show Slide 10. 

Teacher: Jake wants to be a welder. Lets look at a Course of Study that will help Jake become a welder.
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Teacher: Graduation requirements vary from state to state and may even be different between school districts. Jake needs these credits to graduate.
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Teacher: Jake’s Employment vision is to become a welder. He has a further education vision to go to a Career Technical Center to learn welding skills. Look at the classes he would take in his freshman and sophomore year of high school. 

Teacher Note: have the students read the classes. Explain any they don’t understand.
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Teacher: Here are the courses he would take in his junior and senior years of high school.
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Teacher:  We have just reviewed a Course of Study that was developed correctly…a good example. What tells you that it was developed correctly? Now, we will look at two bad examples. This means that the courses of study we are going to review next are not correct. YOUR COURSE OF STUDY SHOULD NOT LOOK LIKE THE NEXT EXAMPLES!
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Teacher: To simply say, “The student will take courses necessary to graduate,” is not helpful. Even if you were to look up the graduation requirements, there is no way to tell if the student is taking the elective courses and activities necessary to reach post-high school visions.
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Teacher: Here is a bad example of a welder’s Course of Study for freshman and sophomore years. Can you think of a reason this is a bad example?
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Teacher: Here is the welder’s Course of Study for junior and senior years. Why is this a bad example?
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Teacher: Now you will develop your own Course of Study. In this section you will learn how to develop your Course of Study according to how many and the types of credits you need to graduate and meet your transition visions.

Teacher Note: In this section students will develop their Course of Study based on their transition visions and current credit attainment situation.
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Teacher: You will need the following items to develop your Course of Study in the next section: your transcript; graduation requirements; entry requirements of your job or further education school; Course of Study worksheet; and a schedule of upcoming classes.

Teacher note: You may wish to gather all documents for your students ahead of time. Gathering the information could also be the student’s assignment.
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Teacher: The first step in developing your Course of Study is to count the number of credits you have completed. Where do you find this information?

Teacher: The second step in developing your Course of Study is to determine the number of credits you need to graduate. How do you do this?
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Teacher: The third step in developing your Course of Study is to check off the required course credits you have completed.

Teacher: The fourth step in developing your Course of Study is to determine the required course credits you need to graduate. How do you do this?
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Teacher: The fifth step in developing your Course of Study is to check off the elective credits you have completed. 

Teacher: The sixth step in developing your Course of Study is to determine the elective credits you need to graduate. How do you do this?
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Teacher: After counting all of the required and elective credits, you are ready to begin to develop your course-of study. Place all of the classes you have taken onto the Course of Study worksheet.
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Teacher Note: Give students a blank worksheet to develop their own Course of Study, to be presented to their parents and family at home and at a transition planning meeting. Group students in pairs representing tutor/tutee so students with more credits can help those with fewer credits develop a Course of Study to graduate. Those who are close to graduating should also consider the courses or training they will have after high school. Remind students to always keep in mind the credits they will need to graduate. You can assign partners, or have the students choose partners another way.

Teacher: You will need a partner for this section of the lesson. I will assign you a partner. You and your partner will help each other develop a Course of Study to meet your transition visions. You’ll share your Course of Study with me once you think it is complete.
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Teacher: Did your family agree with your Course of Study? Did they understand your Course of Study? What suggestions for classes that should be included in your Course of Study did your parents and family have for you? 

Teacher Note: This is an opportune time to encourage students to discuss the differences, if any, between what they and their family expect. Help the students understand that these discussions with their parents and family do not detract from the student’s own desires and choices about the future. Talk about how we all consider the feelings and thoughts of those close to us as we plan for our futures. 
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Teacher: What’s Next? Connecting with Adult Services.


