Guide for High School Students to Transition to Postsecondary Education

Common Accommodations:
· Braille
· Large print
· Fewer items on each page
· Tape recorded responses
· Responses on the test booklet
· Frequent breaks
· Extended testing over time
· Testing over several sessions
· Small group setting
· Private room
· Preferential seating
· Sign language interpreter for spoken directions

Accessing Services:
· It is the student’s responsibility to disclose a disability and request services
· Prepare your student to discuss the disability, strengths, weaknesses, and effectiveness of different accommodations
· If an academic adjustment is not working, the student has the responsibility of informing the institution, in order to work toward a resolution

Documentation:
· Necessary documentation differs by institution, but generally, documentation must demonstrate the student has a disability and how the student’s ability to function is limited by the disability
· An IEP is usually not considered sufficient documentation
· It is the responsibility of the student to obtain necessary testing, evaluations, and documentation
· Assist your student in researching the requirements of the postsecondary institution of choice, and help them gather necessary documents before graduation

Provided Services:
· Academic adjustments, or modifications to the academic requirements that still allow the student to participate while also demonstrating knowledge attainment
· i.e. reduced course load, extended time on tests, etc.
· Auxiliary aids and services that allow the student full access to the environment and curriculum
· i.e. note-takers, interpreters, etc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]** Things not considered provided services include eyeglasses, tutors, and services for personal use.


Keys to Student Success in Postsecondary Education 

Understand your disability:
· Know your limitations, your strengths and weaknesses.
· Should be able to explain where they have had difficulty in the past and what has helped them
· Students can practice and demonstrate this understanding by being active participants in their IEP meetings

Accept responsibility for success:
· Students will be expected to advocate for themselves
· The law guarantee an equal opportunity, but not a particular outcome (i.e. good grades)

Take an appropriate preparatory curriculum
· Need to take high school course work that will prepare them for a rigorous course of study 
· Good study skills and the ability to write well are critical factors

Learn time-management skills:
· Prepare students to act independently and manage their time without supervision

Acquire computer skills
· Postsecondary education requires computer literacy in a large variety of tasks

Consider supplemental postsecondary education preparatory programs
· A variety of institutions have summer programs that expose current high school students or recent grads to typical university life

Research postsecondary education programs
· Research future coursework of a program of interest to ensure that it will be attainable
· Visit campuses, including visits to the disability services office

Get involved on campus
· Encourage students to live on campus and find activities that align with interests
· Freshman orientations are a good place to start
Information in this Fast Fact sheet was taken from the 2011 edition of Oklahoma’s Transition Education Handbook, Appendix I.
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