Conversation Starters


If you want information or don't understand something…
Would you please explain….. again?
Could you please go over….again?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I need more examples of…..
I am confused about…..
I don't understand…..
How do you…..?
I don't know how to…..

If you want to repair a mistake…	
I am sorry that I… what can I do to make it up?
How can I make up for…..?

If you have a problem you need help solving…
When could we meet to talk about…..?
I have a problem about….. Do you have any suggestions?
How can I get more help with…..?

If you want to GET a report on your learning or progress…
How can I find how I am going in this class?
What should I focus on to improve my grade?
What is my grade in the class right now?

If you want to GIVE a report of your learning progress…
The best thing that I learned today was…..
The best thing I learn this week has been…..
The most useful thing I learned was…..
I have trouble learning when you…..
I have trouble understanding when you…..
I don't get it when you…..












If you want to provide an explanation…
The reason__________was not done is because…..
I was late because…..
I missed school because……
My work is not done because…..

If you have an idea or suggestion that would improve your learning…
It would help me learn better if you…..
It helps me learn more when you…..
I learn best when you…..
I like it when you…..
Could we find another way to…..?
Could we try….. instead of…..?
Could I try….. instead of…..?
I need more…..
The activity I like best is…..

If you have helpful information…
I know a person who…..
I know where to find…..
I would be able to get you…..

If you want to show appreciation…
I want to thank you for…..
I really like the way you…..
You do a great job with…..
It is great to see you…..
I appreciate it when you…..

If you don't know what you want to communicate, try one of these…
I am not sure how I am doing in this class?
What skills do you think I should work on improving?
What skills do you think are my strengths? 

Adapted from The Learning Expressways Communication System by The Strategies Learning Center, Inc & The University of Kansas Center for research on Learning 
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