WEDNESDAY, Oct. 31, 2007

"The Norman Transcript

http:/fwww.normantranscript.com

WITH YOU SINCE THE LAND RUN OF 1889

OU International Programs Center reaches out to children

» Schoolchildren
in Norman, Noble

also collect change
for UNICEF

By Julianna Parker
TrerEcHpt Starwitisr

Brghfly colored flags calling

for peace around the world will
be displayed on the South Chal
at the Unversity of Oklahoma
beginning today.
The flags will be flown at the
same time students are collect-
ing donations for The United
Mations Children’s Fund, or
UNICEF, to bring humanitarian
assistance to children around
the warld.

Students at elementary, high
school and university levels will
collect money for UNICEF
through the Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF program until Nov. 15.

The project was brought to
01T by the new Vice Provost
and Executive Director for
International Programs Center
Zach Messitte.

The program began in 1950,
and Messitte said he has fond
memaries of collecting change
for UNICEF &= a child.

UNICEF provides small
orange cardboard boxes that

oung people can use to collect
donations, Children are encour-
aged to take the boxes with
them as they trick-ortreat and
ask for spare change as well as
candy on Hallowesn.
The fundraieris particularly
appropriate for [PC becanse stu-
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Brii:-rljrnyan,hl,mdhurwcmmlﬂ from France
Alexandre Tournier and Carole Rodier write peace messages
on flags that will be displayed on the South Owal.

dents at 01 often want to help
with international needs, but
aren’t sure how, Messitte said.

“There's a lot you can do to
raise awareness,” he said. “...
But it's harder to create pro-
gramswhere students feel they
can give something back.”

One of the most attractive
things about this program is
that young people can give to a
program that helps other kids
around the workd, Messitte =aid.

By collecting change for
UMNICEF, students can make
quite an impact, he said.

[PC's goal is to raise at least
£3,000 for UNICEF this Hal
loween season. That amount
represents the highest tier of
giving for a university. If O
makesit, it will join Comell and
(reorge Washington University
as an “Emizary School,” Mes-
sitte sakd.

The peace flags this weelwill

be displayed near a booth
where studentswill be aked to
donate to UNICEF. Students
will be able to winite their wish-
esfor world peace at the booth.
The flags were the vision of
Rizalina Goldston, International
Student and Programs Advisor.
She heard about the idea
“Flags for Peace,” similar to
Tibetan prayer flags, from her
professional organization, NAF-
S4&: Association of Internation-
al Educators. When the
UNICEF fundraiser came up,
she =aid she thought it was the
perfect opportumity to do it.
“Mot only will it attract st~
dents, faculty and staff to come
to the UNICEF table and donate
their spare change to UNICEF,
it alsa brings the OU compmuini-
ty together by displaying their
thoughts, hopes and wishes for
World Peace through our own
Peace Flags,” Gokdston sakd.
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Noble High School students  graders

dlso are collecting money for
UNICEF this weel.

Teachers Brent Peck and
(rena Stejekal have organized
the fiundraizer in Moble with st
dents from the high achool’s
Honor Society, Gifted and Tal
ented program and Business
Professionals Association.

The students collected
change for UNICEF at the
home foothall game last weelk-
end.

“I thinls we raised $125 at the
foothall game and we're locking
for a goal of 53007 said Peclz,
Honaor Society sponsor.

The high school students
were looking for ways to give
back to others when O] called
and asked i they would be inter-
ested in helping with this
fundraiser, Peck =aid.

The fundraizer fit in with the
types of community service
Peck zaid hewants his students

“We want our stdents to
have a bigger view of the
world,” Peck said.

Today, they will trick-or-treat
for donations on Main Street in
Noble.

The fundraiser fit well with
the goals of Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School in Norman, too.

Third-grade teacher Tervle
Dhonisioread about (T s efforts
in an article in The Tresscript
lastweek.

It fit in perfectly with the
social studies program at Boo-
sevelt, whichis currently cover-
ing communities, she said. So
she called O and got the bitle
orange boxes for the third

“Sometimes [ think it's impor-
tant for students to know there
are communities who aren't as
well-off as us,” Diomisio said.

The students watched an
age-appropriate video Tuesday
about children in need around
the world, she saud.

The children were “surprised
and saddened™ by what they
learned, Dicnisio said. After
watching the UNICEF video,
the smdents trick-or4reated at
the other classrooms in school
for change. The sudents will be
collectingmoney the rest of the
weel, Dionisio said.




