Avoiding Biased Language*

Edit the following sentences to eliminate biased language.  If you need help with this exercise, see p.344-45 and  268-270 in Keys for Writers 3rd ed..



Pilots




their planes
they get

Example:  Every pilot must inspect the outside of his plane before he gets into the cockpit.

1. Throughout the history of mankind, war has been the main way countries have obtained additional land.

2. In my opinion, a person cannot be a good doctor if he is not caring, concerned, and competent.

3. Every student has been tested at least once in his life.

4. I would also ask if a professor is biased about his students.

5. A parent must use her love and understanding when she and her child disagree.

6. If an employer dresses well, then he presents a positive image to his employees and customers.

7. A student on a student visa is permitted to work on campus, and he is paid $5.25 an hour.  

8. A candidate for high office must have a supportive wife and family.

9. All a person can do is his best.

10. If a parent wants his children to grow into responsible adults, he should provide them with discipline, support, and guidance.

*Adapted from Byrd and Benson, and Raimes

