Good Features/Problems in Causal Argument Sample Essays

Good Features:

A personal story is easy for readers to relate to

Informative facts like ratings

Didn’t plagiarize

Introduction grabbed readers’ attention

Gave specific examples eg. Oprah

Lots of reasons to support claim

Readers accept that the trend or phenomenon is real

Author was interested in the subject

Well-organized

Each paragraph developed one idea

Each reason was well supported

The essay seemed to follow a chain of thought

Had good ethos

Quotes form other sources were well-placed and added to the argument

Carefully proofread

Claim is clearly stated

Used a variety of sources

Directed the essay at the target audience well

Problems to Avoid in a Causal Argument Essay:

Couldn’t find a clearly stated claim

Only used “yes, but” strategy for responding to C of R

Every paragraph doesn’t promote the claim

All the sources cited do not support the author’s ideas

C of R section of the essay was too small

Introduction was not catchy enough

Introduction didn't fit the essay well

Seemed too informal

Quotes didn’t seem to be smoothly integrated into the essay

Conclusion was vague

Last sentence was randomly placed

Causal connections were not clearly explained

Works Cited page was not properly formatted

Needed more polishing

Evidence should support the claim and not seem contradictory

