Name 
Revision Guide for an Argument Essay
Group members should discuss the following questions, and the person who wrote the essay should summarize the group’s suggestions or answers to the questions.  This form must be submitted with the polished essay. 

1. Write the author’s claim below.  If it is not clear or qualified, help the writer rework the language before recording the claim. 

2. How could the author give more presence to the problem?

3. Are the reasons sufficient? What other strong reasons could support the claim?

4. Evaluate the Grounds.  For example, where does the author need more “hard evidence”?  Are the Grounds suitable for the audience? 

5. Which Warrants need Backing? Why do you think these need Backing?  Suggest  Backing that would be persuasive. 

6. What other Conditions of Rebuttal could the author  include? 

7.  How else could the author respond to the Conditions of Rebuttal in the essay? 

8.  What parts of this essay could be omitted? Why?

9.  Circle the adjectives that describe the author’s ethos.  Add any other adjectives that you think are applicable. 

THOUGHTFUL       WELL-INFORMED      SARCASTIC     SELFISH     REASONABLE 

ARROGANT     CREDIBLE     BITTER     BIASED     CHARITABLE 

10. Comment on the introduction and the conclusion of the essay.  Does the author start with a good “hook” and give necessary background information?  Does the last paragraph bring the essay to a satisfactory conclusion? 

11.  Comment on the organization of the essay.  Is it suitable for the audience? Is it logical?  Are the paragraphs smoothly connected to each other?  Where are the problem places in the essay?

12.  Circle the words that you think describe the intended audience for this essay: 

MORE KNOWLEDGABLE THAN THE AUTHOR 

LESS KNOWLEDGABLE THAN THE AUTHOR        BIASED       DISINTERESTED 

CURIOUS ABOUT THE TOPIC        ACCEPTING OF THE CLAIM 

ANTAGONISTIC TO THE CLAIM 

13. On the continuum below, put an X where you think the intended audience for this essay would be: 
_______________________________________________________ 
resistant                                    neutral                                   accepting         

14.  What is the greatest strength of this essay? 

15.  What other suggestions do you have for improving the essay? 

  
  

