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America's Infatuation with Wrestling

I can remember when I was a young child, staying up late on Saturday nights just to watch professional wrestling. I would get so excited when my favorite wrestlers would win and I would get so disappointed when the "bad guys" would cheat just to win. However, I soon realized that professional wrestling was fake and just plain silly. My interest in wrestling quickly changed to other sports such as baseball and football. All of a sudden (10 years later), people began talking about professional wrestling again. My brother and sister started watching wrestling every Monday night and I could remember myself ten years earlier, watching the same silly sport. However, this was much different than it was before. It seemed as if many more people, of all ages, were becoming infatuated with wrestling.

One might ask how a sport that everyone knows is fake could possibly become so popular. The same sport was popular in the 80's but seemed to have faded away in the early 90's. Why did professional wrestling make a comeback, and why so suddenly? The cause of the wrestling revival is fairly obvious, and it didn't happen as rapidly as it seemed. Basically, wrestling changed its ways and tried harder to find fresh, different ways to interest the fans. There are many ways in which wrestling sought these new or "revived" fans.

One of the main reasons why professional wrestling became so popular again is because it concentrated on the timeless and universal theme of "good vs. evil." This has always been a popular concept in wrestling, but recently, this has been taken to a higher level. One professional wrestling association called the World Championship Wrestling (WCW) under the leadership of President Eric Bischoft, separated good and evil by forming the New World Order (N.W.O.). The N.W.O. had many fans "choosing teams" which brings more interest to the sport that lacked separatism to a large scale. Since then, the N.W.O. has divided into two different sections, Hollywood and the Wolfpac. This division has greatly increased the public interest of the sport.
Another reason why professional wrestling has increased recently in popularity is because there is now much more drama than there used to be. The N.W.O. is an example of this drama. There is now an underlying meaning behind almost every match, whereas formerly, each match just meant who won the championship belt. One example of this drama is the Rick Steiner vs. Scott Steiner episode. These brothers used to be a tag team force, but they got into an argument and now are each other's worst enemy. Scott and his partners are always trying to attack Rick when he least expects it. Also, Scott always talks trash about his brother, which makes the fans angry. Actions like this keep people interested in more than just the wrestling matches. This type of drama also gives each match more anticipation and meaning, attracting more viewers.

The wrestlers today are more talented and exciting to watch. More amazing moves are being used such as flips and other acts of physical strength. These have been used for quite some time, but there are many more types because of the increase in the number and different types of wrestlers. Obviously, if wrestlers are more exciting, more people will watch and become fans.

The main reason why I started watching professional wrestling again was because of one particular wrestler named Goldberg. My father and brother had been telling me how incredible this wrestler was and I didn't really care to watch wrestling just to see one wrestler. Then, all of my friends kept talking about Goldberg and I decided to watch. All of the fans went absolutely crazy when he entered the ring. After watching Goldberg, I was surprisingly shocked that I was really interested in wrestling. I watched him again the next week, and then began to become interested in other wrestlers and began choosing people and groups that I liked and disliked. Goldberg grabbed the attention of many people like me contributing greatly to the popularity of professional wrestling. "Stone Cold" Steve Austin also contributed in the same way. He became a fan favorite through his "brawling" style and impractical antics.

Professional wrestling is on television eight times each week. The six shows that received the highest rating according to the American Neilson Ratings on cable television are wrestling programs. This is undeniable proof that wrestling has gained much popularity. Also, wrestling is on pay-per-view at least twice each month, costing $29.95 each event. With this availability, more people will tune in. Wrestling is comparable to a soap opera, because the viewers are left out on what happens if they miss an episode. If a fan misses WCW Nitro on Mondays, then they will be left behind when WCW Thunder is broadcast on Thursday. This makes many people "addicted" to the sport, because they don't want to be left out. Luckily for the fans, reruns of both these programs are broadcast at midnight, the same night they were originally aired. These reruns are both among the top ten viewed show on cable television. This evidence is even more proof that professional wrestling is more popular now than it has ever been before.

Another thing that professional wrestling has done to grab some extra attention from people that aren't already fans is to get other celebrities and athletes to participate in the sport. For example, Dennis Rodman and "Hollywood" Hulk Hogan had a tag-team match against Karl Malone and "Diamond" Dallas Page. Events like this draw even more attention to the sport because they are out of the ordinary. Many, many people, including myself ordered the event on pay-per-view, just to see these two basketball players wrestle.

This quote by Alice Carter summarizes her view of the entire spectrum of professional wrestling. "Sometimes professional wrestling is like chess, and sometimes like ballet, and sometimes like a crude morality play... Sometimes it's like folk drama masquerading as sport; occasionally vaudeville... Or else it is physical display decked out with certain elements of antique theatre, masks, hieratic posturing, menace, dread, violence, pain-all the apparatus of the Theatre of Cruelty, except its metaphysics" (Mazer 16).

Like many other sports, wrestling is changing with the times. Better, newer technology is being introduced to professional wrestling. With better cameras, improved pyrotechnics, microphones under the rings, and better television graphics, it is easier for fans to get excited about the sport. It is more fun to watch if you can see and hear exactly what's happening in the ring,

I haven't heard of many arguments claiming that wrestling is not as popular as it had once been. With the evidence of the television ratings alone, it is obvious that more people watch wrestling than in the previous years. However, I will address some other reasons that some suggest may be a cause of the increased popularity in professional wrestling. One might suggest that people are intrigued by the violence. This may be true, but professional wrestling is no more violent than it was ten years ago. It may be more available because it is on television more often, but the level of violence is actually the same as it has always been, but there are newer ways to show the violence (more advanced techniques and technology to make the violence seem more realistic). Some people may also claim that the sudden craze in wrestling is just a "phase." This may be true, but the "phase" has been going strong for a few years. The WCW was actually started in 1989 and became largely viewed in 1996 (Mazer 16, 27).

There are many different reasons why professional wrestling has gained more popularity than it has ever seen before. This could be a phase of the sport and it could fade away as it did about ten years ago. However, the television ratings are remaining extremely high, as they have been for quite some time. "Kids of all ages" tune in every Monday and Wednesday evening just to watch their favorite action/drama series. More and more people are becoming interested in the sport and the reason for this is that professional wrestling is simply finding new and improved ways to interest the people.
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