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From the Director

This year has certainly been an eventful one for our biological 
station, especially with some significant changes in its 
organizational structure, but I’m pleased to report that the core 
of the station’s identity is unchanged. I’m confident that we 
will continue to maintain our unique identity and to prosper 
for many years to come.

In July of this year Dr. Larry Weider stepped down as 
Director after more than a decade of extraordinary service, allowing him more time to focus on his strong and growing 
research program. At the same time, Paul Bell, Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences announced the merger of the OU 
Biological Station with the Department of Biology (formerly Zoology). This merger was undertaken to ensure the station’s 
long-term vitality, and opens new opportunities for our station, including much greater integration with the Department 
of Biology. We are still working out the kinks that arise from any major organizational restructuring, but it is clear that 
we have very strong advocates in both Dean Bell and Dr. Randy Hewes, Chair of Biology, and that the merger will only 
strengthen the biological station.

The past year was one of the busiest in memory for our station. In addition to our summer college courses, we hosted many 
other groups and activities, including the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation Youth Camp, two sessions 
of pre-collegiate science courses for Oklahoma high school students, the Chickasaw Nation Upward Bound program, 
professional meetings for the Southwestern Association of Parasitologists and Texas-Oklahoma Regional Consortium 
of Herbaria, two teachers workshops, and EnotBlitz, an event in which entomologists from Oklahoma and Texas spent a 
weekend collecting, identifying, and cataloging insects from the station and surrounding areas. Together, these education 
and outreach activities totaled more than 3,400 person-days at our station. We have also had an active year of research, 
including four UOBS Graduate Research Fellows that spent the summer here working on dissertation projects involving 
zooplankton ecology, Daphnia genetics, phytoplankton dynamics, and amphipod ecology.

With such a busy year, our small crew of staff was certainly tested, but I have been in awe of the remarkable job Donna, 
Richard, Malon, Gail, and Janet have done to make things run seamlessly throughout the year, along with occasional help 
from Zack and Erica. You will never find a more amazing group of dedicated individuals!

Finally, I am humbled and honored by the opportunity to serve as Director. I have deep admiration for this station and 
great respect for its rich history. My goals for the future all hinge around both moving forward to meet the needs of the 
twenty-first century while also learning from and celebrating our first sixty years. In a separate article in this issue I 
describe some immediate goals and priorities for the station, and I welcome your comments and suggestions on these 
goals. Biological stations are special places, and I look forward to doing my best to steward the University of Oklahoma 
Biological Station in a way that lives up to the standards set by my predecessors.

Gary Wellborn, Director, University of Oklahoma Biological Station 
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Greetings from the Chairman

Greetings to you Friends!  Thank you for your interest in the University of 
Oklahoma Biological Station.  Our FUOBS organization has been at it 
for over ten years and I must say we still love the UOBS.  2012 has been a 
year of changes for UOBS.  The Station now falls under the Department 
of Biology and Dr. Gary Wellborn has assumed the position of Station 
Director.  Gary brings new ideas and enthusiasm for future success for the 
Station.  We look forward to working with Dr. Wellborn to further our 
mission in the support of the Station and its students, faculty and staff.  
We also give thanks to Dr. Larry Weider, our previous Director, who was 
instrumental in the formation of FUOBS and worked with our group for 
over ten years on our projects and celebrations in an outstanding capacity.  
Kudos to both of these dedicated individuals.

Your FUOBS Executive Board has recently met to plan out how best 
to support the Station in the near term.  Dr. Wellborn has asked that we 
focus some attention to some of the needs of our aging infrastructure.  We 
have decided to assist with thus worthy goal and have committed to raise 
$10,000 towards the renovations.  

We are planning our next celebration for 2013 for October 18-20th.  This will not conflict with the BioBlitz or the OU 
football home schedule and will be a wonderful time of year to spend a weekend at the Station.

We have received word that our own Ken Gage, ’83 MS and ’87 PhD Zoology has been chosen as Distinguished Alumnus 
of the OU College if Arts and Sciences and will be honored at the 2013 Kaleidoscope Evening on February 22.  We plan a 
reception in his honor during the week’s activities.

I think exciting times are around the corner for our FUOBS group.  We can sure use your ideas and help.  Please contact us 
with ideas you may have to further our cause.  Please help us raise the funds for the needs of the Biological Station.  Most of 
all, help us grow our group with your participation, your attendance to our group functions and by reaching out to others 
that have a shared interest in our beloved Station.

Best Wishes,

Kim R. Hauger
FUOBS Chairman
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Summer Session

2013

There will once again be two sessions of summer college courses at the Biological Station. Students will earn three credit 
hours. Three courses will be offered in each of the sessions. 

Session I: 

May 14-24, 2013 

• Forensic Entomology 
     Heather Ketchum
           The University of Oklahoma 

• Molecular Techniques for Field Biology 
      James Thompson
           The University of Oklahoma and 
      Ronny Woodruff
            Bowling Green State University

• Reservoir Fish Ecology 
       William Shelton
             The Univerisity of Oklahoma

Session II:

June 10-24, 2013 

• Field Herpetology 
     Geoffrey Carpenter
            The University of Oklahoma

• Insect-Plant Interactions 
       Philip Morton
             The University of Oklahoma

• Stream Ecology 
       Caryn Vaughn
               The University of Oklahoma

 Priorities for Facility Improvements
I enjoyed seeing old friends and making some new ones at a recent Friends of UOBS leadership gathering at the Biological 
Station. I had the opportunity to share some of my thoughts about the future our biological station, and lay out some more 
immediate priorities, as well as some longer-term goals. Here, I will focus only on priorities for enhancing our facilities, 
and the financial resources for accomplishing these goals. Updating and enhancing our facilities is critical because the 
condition of our facilities impacts everything we do and everything we want to become.

We at UOBS intend to focus on in the coming months and years on enhancement of the quality, functionality, and 
aesthetics of our facilities. The station will be devoting substantial resources to these goals, including added personnel 
and funds from our operating budget. We will also rely on the kind generosity of our donors to make these enhancements 
possible.
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Priorities on enhancing UOBS facilities:

The remarkable generosity of members of the Friends group has had a large, positive impact at our Biological Station. The 
total of endowed funds devoted strictly to scholarships for UOBS summer courses has risen to $363,000, and this 
endowment has allowed us to provide scholarships to all qualified applicants for the past two years. Foundation funds 
available for activities other than scholarships are more limited. The Norman and Mildred Brillhart Biological Station 
Enrichment Fund may be used for infrastructure improvement and many other purposes, and currently has an endowment 
of $33,600. The Biological Station fund is an expendable account (no endowment) that may be used for facilities 
improvement and many other purposes, and currently totals $34,800.

A major goal over the next several years is to modernize and upgrade the facilities of our station. I believe these 
enhancements will transform the station, will both elevate the “station experience” for all our users for years to come, and 
open new opportunities for us. To fund these enhancements we will rely on a mixture of non-scholarship foundation funds 
and funds from our operating budget. We are also formulating strategies for obtaining funds from other entities within 
the university, and feel that the successes and accomplishments we are actively pursuing now will create demonstrable 
momentum that will help us in efforts to obtain additional resources.

Immediate facilities priorities

1.  BRILLHART HALL.  Our first major facilities project is renovation of the lobby and first-floor hallways of Brillhart 
Hall (“main building”). Brillhart Hall, and especially the lobby outside the cafeteria, is the most important social gathering 
space at the biological station, and is currently badly in need of improvement. Our renovation plan includes new ceramic 
or stone flooring throughout the lobby and hallways, new furniture in OU’s mission style, new paint, wall hangings that 
highlight the station’s history and current vitality, and addition of a lighted display case that will feature an exhibit on the 
station’s history and personalities, such as Carl Riggs, Charles Carpenter, George Miksch Sutton, and others. This project 
has begun, and we anticipate it will be completed in the spring of 2013, in time for all the summer activities.
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2.  COVERED DINING PORCH.   A second, and related project is to cover the outdoor dining porch that adjoins 
the cafeteria. We will cover the porch with an attractive wood structure, and are currently considering an appropriate 
design. Adding a covering for shade is essential for the porch, and once covered, we are certain that this space will be 
among the most popular gathering and dining spaces at the station. We consider this project to be a second phase of the 
current work in Brillhart Hall because these spaces are in close proximity, and we will “connect” them by adding easy 
access between the porch and lobby of Brillhart Hall. 

3..  WALKING PATH.   Another project that is very much in the works as I write these words is construction of a 
walking path from housing buildings B and C (dorms) across the lawn to Brillhart Hall and the cafeteria. The walking 
path, made of compacted stone chips, will be a practical and aesthetically beneficial addition to our station.

We have initiated projects 1 and 3, above, both of which will utilize existing foundation and operating budget funds, as 
well as our own personnel when possible. Project 2 (covering dining porch) is in the planning stage, and we will keep you 
apprised of its progress.

Critical, but longer-term priorities 

In addition to the immediate priorities listed above, we require other critical facilities improvements, but will need to 
secure additional funds before we can turn these goals into reality. I feel that the most likely avenue for funds will be some 
combination of commitments from the university, donations and fundraising, and the Biological Station operating budget 
(especially in augmenting labor costs through use of our personnel). These critical priorities are:

1.  CLASSROOMS.   Our classrooms are central to our education and outreach missions, but are in need of updating 
and renovation to allow versatility in configuration of the space, and flexibility in the size and type of courses that can be 
accommodated. We do not envision a large-scale renovation; rather we need to replace the current bulky, fixed desk and 
bench space with modern flexible furniture (portable desks, chairs, and tables that allow multiple configurations), and 
additionally need to consider some air conditioning modifications.
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2.  LIBRARY / CONFERENCE CENTER.  Our library is used by virtually every group that visits the Biological Sta-
tion, and functions more as a conference center than library. It is a vitally important space for the station, and we need to 
be certain that it represents us well and provides a level of versatility and functionality that opens opportunities for the 
future. We envision a two-phase plan for enhancing and renovating the library/conference center. The first phase, which 
may be within reach with current financial resources, is installation of new flooring, interior painting, opening the space by 
removing much of the perimeter furnishings, and adding station-appropriate wall treatments. This change alone will make 
a substantial difference in the appearance and functionality of the space. A second phase, which would require fairly sub-
stantial funding, will involve new furniture, additional window space on the south wall to add light and take advantage of 
lake views, addition of restroom facilities to the west end of the building, and consideration of new entrances on the north 
and south sides.

3.  DORM ROOMS.  Housing for station visitors requires substantial improvement, especially in Brillhart Hall where 
problems are most acute. Much progress can be made with relatively modest investment, and we hope to work with the 
university to find ways to renovate rooms by combining resources. It is important for the future of your station to provide 
quality housing that is on par with many other biological stations, and reflects well on the station and university.

Collectively, the enhancements described here will have a substantial and lasting impact on our station, and set us on a 
positive trajectory for the future. These improvements will lift everything that we do at the station today and enhance op-
portunities for everything we want to become.

Gary Wellborn, Director, UOBS

Friends Celebration 2013
Oct. 18-20, 2013 

Mark your calendars!

The next Celebration of the Friends of the University of Oklahoma Biological Station will be held at the OU Biological 
Station at Lake Texoma Oct. 18-20, 2013. Activities will kick off with a social gathering on Friday afternoon and evening 
and the tradition will continue with the auction to be held on Saturday evening. Additional information will be posted 
on the Friends web site at ou.edu/fuobs as it becomes available. An announcement will soon be posted at ou.edu/fuobs/
celebration.htm,

ou.edu/fuobs
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Thank You!
Once again a big thank you to 
all of the donors to the Biological 
Station. In 2011, we were able to 
award 52 scholarships for summer 
session students totaling $15,700 
and two summer graduate research 
fellowships totaling $5,000 and in 
2012 there were 50 scholarships 
awarded totaling $15,300 and 
four summer graduate research 
fellowships totaling $10,000. Two 
of the summer graduate research 
fellowships were made possible with 
a generation donation from Gary W. 
Catron.  The following are a list of some of the donors since January 1, 2011. There are numerous donors not included in the 
following list as we missed obtaining their permission.

Jane Bumpass - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Denise Drace Dunlap - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

Margaret Knox - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Maria Geralyn Lobo - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

Stephen L. Malone - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Maureen Mendez - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

James Pate - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Mary W. Quazzo - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

David E. Stearns - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Julia Wong - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

David R. Edds Joseph D. Maness

Edith C. Marsh-Matthews Patricia B. Riggs

Kim and Nancy Hauger Donna Spivey - In memory of Richard D. Phillips

Stacey Devon Spivey - In memory of Richard D. Phillips Jane V. Bogan 

Gary W. Catron George and Joan Hauger

Ellen Rowe Phillips Kay Sauer-Coleman

Jane Barrett Ellen Rowe Phillips - In memory of Bruce Stewart

Marian McCarley-In memory of Quincy Ann Johnson Cook Michael H. Horn

Jeffrey Dorrell Bedford Vestal and Carolyn Vestal

Julia Yoshida James Baird

William Douglas Shepard Ronny Woodruff

Sherry Lynn Henry Terry Maxwell

Richard M. Koolish Derek Nash
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Report on Recent Executive Committee Retreat 

Ten (10) hardy spirits from the executive board met at the Station on 
November 3, 2012. We talked and thought about where we have been, 
and worked with our Station Director, Dr. Gary Wellborn, to identify 
what initiatives we should pursue. We have had decreasing attendance 
at our biennial events at the station and decreased student enrollment 
at summer classes. These served as starting points for discussion.

In the morning, with the assistance of a professional facilitator, we spoke 
of why we VALUE the Station. We recalled how we experienced the 
joys of field study and the rigors of learning field techniques; and how 

professors grew to know their students better after working with them 
at the Station. We spoke about ways to make the Station experience more attractive to students by lowering the costs 
to take courses there, and by making some improvements to buildings and spaces so it can be a more pleasant place to 
study and exchange ideas. We talked about the benefits of introducing multi-generations of students, alumni, faculty, 
and neighbors to the work of the Station, and of finding more donors to help address the needs of the Station. We 
also spoke about increasing communications and cooperation with other universities and colleges. We spoke of 
interdisciplinary courses in nature photography, art, and literature at the Station.

After lunch, Gary Wellborn spoke about his extensive plans for improving the Station. Donna Cobb and Richard 
Page attended this session as well. Gary has selected courses and professors for the summer, and intends to use every 
opportunity to advertise the summer programs to students. He spoke of the needs for physical improvements, and 
identified the indoor area outside the cafeteria as an area needing immediate improvement (estimated at $10,000). The 
executive committee decided to make this project the beneficiary of our fundraising in 2013. Naming rights for donors 
of future improvements to rooms and buildings was discussed. Gary and Donna will serve as our webmasters.

During our subsequent deliberations, we decided to meet with the Development and Recruitment Officers at OU. We 
also decided that a new brochure illustrating the mission and learning opportunities at the Station would be an asset 
in approaching potential donors and other academic institutions. We will need a defined fund-raising target when 
approaching potential donors.

Gary invited everyone to send him stories (and photographs) about their experiences at the Station, however brief. He 
intends to collect these vignettes and create a collective “History of the Station”. With this in mind, we asked Geoff 
Carpenter to interview his father about his recollections of his life at the Station. A transcript of an interview of Dr. Carl 
Riggs by Dr.Horace Bliss is currently on the Station web page, and it is full of interesting data about the early years of 
the Station.

We applauded our own Ken Gage, who is one of the Distinguished OU Alumni of 2013. We hope to host another joint 
reception with the Department of Biology the night of Ken’s talk in February.
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We entertained a new concept for our celebration in October 2013. With the intent of boosting attendance, we thought 
of broadening our audience by ACTIVELY inviting local ranchers, hunters, health care givers as well as students, 
professors, and alumni. We would have several talks (2-4, perhaps with the option to choose one talk over another) which 
might interest a diverse group: diseases in nature (in the immediate area) which are communicable to humans, forensic 
entomology, local geology and identification of water patterns, and aspects of the ecology of the American indian were 
potential topics presented. We would ask local speakers who are affiliated with OU to present the talks in a manner 
and terminology comprehensible to the layman. This is still under active discussion, and we invite input. The “events 
committee” for the October 2013 celebration includes: Ken Gage, Helen Kodesh, Geoff Carpenter, Ellen Rowe Phillips, 
and Julia Yoshida. Since the auction and raffle baskets were effective fund-raisers, the group wished to continue these, but 
the general sales will be scaled back, allowing attendees more time to socialize. Student embassadors who have worked to 
promote the Station during the year will be asked to attend and assist us in the sales and set up, but will not be charged for 
attending the celebration. We spoke of physical changes at the Station which can improve security. And we entertained 
the possibility of a special celebrity designed T- shirt.

We welcome ideas and comments from all.

Dr. Julia Yoshida

Reflections –being a kid, a student and a faculty member at the Bio Station—
Geoffrey C. Carpenter

I love the Biological Station. When I was a kid my 
favorite day of the year was in early June when I 
got in the station wagon with my Dad and went out 
to the Animal Behavior Lab on North Campus, met 
Dad’s grad students, and loaded up the big red truck 
with an assortment of cages, traps, and various field 
and laboratory gear, and sent it on its way to the 
station. We would then return home and load up 
my sisters and our personal gear and set out for what 
seemed like a lo-o-o-ong drive to Lake Texoma. I 
knew that for the next eight weeks I would live in 
my natural habitat, running free in nature, catching 
turtles, snakes, lizards , fish, crawdads, various insects, 
and maybe armadillos. I would spend all afternoon 
every afternoon in the sun and in the water, swimming, making sand castles, and beachcombing with other kids. I was a 
very lucky kid. I had all of my birthdays at the Biological Station, receiving Peterson Field Guides from my Dad for several 
years, from which I tried to memorize all the common and Latin names. Since there were no televisions at the Station, we 
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watched National Geographic films in the commissary, where in July 1969 we all watched the moon landing on a black 
and white television (brought in especially for the occasion). I learned to swing dance, square dance, play volleyball, 

play the guitar, stuff rodents, seine and shock fish, 
gill net, and learned lots and lots of things that pre-
adolescents are not supposed to understand, from 
hanging out with grad students, undergrads and the 
faculty and families. Along the way, I made good 
friends for a lifetime. 

I had to wait until the summer after 9th grade before 
they’d let me into the high school program. That 
summer I took Natural History of the Vertebrates 
from Howard McCarley, worked in the kitchen to 
pay my way, and turned 15. The next few summers 
I took Herpetology and Animal Behavior from my 
Dad, Ichthyology from Clark Hubbs (for which I 
got my first college credits, and an A). A couple 
of summers later I had Stream Ecology from Tony 
Echelle. I did individual research projects on red-
winged blackbirds, sunfish, gars and turtles. I was a 

very lucky young man. I always dreamed of coming 
back to teach at the UOBS someday, but never really expected it to happen. But I love the Biological Station, so I 
continued to visit most (if not all?) summers until my Dad retired, and some summers after, and I attended the Friends of 
the University of Oklahoma Biological Station reunions when I could. At one of these reunions, one October some years 
back, I joked, over a beverage, to Larry Weider (who was Director at the time, and an outstanding Director for 13 years!) 
that if he ever needed someone to teach one of the summer courses (now two weeks, rather than eight) I was his man. He 
asked me what I was doing in August, and I immediately replied that I guessed I would be teaching at UOBS!

Now that I’m an adult (but certainly not grown up) and a parent, one of my favorite days of the year is when I load up my 
truck in New Mexico with various traps, herping gear and field and laboratory gear, my daughter Emilie (and most years 
my good buddy Charlie Painter) and head to Oklahoma to teach Field Herpetology at the Biological Station. While the 
drive to Oklahoma is fairly long (8.5 hours from Bosque Farms to Norman), it pales to the “all day” (= 3+ hours) it took to 
get from Norman to Willis in the 60s (before I-35 was built). The drive from Norman to Willis (after visiting family) now 
takes less than two hours, a short jaunt. I get to catch turtles and lizards and snakes and frogs and toads; some summers 
I teach in a classroom named for my Dad; I get to interact with the faculty and students from other classes; I get to yuck 
it up with lifelong friends that still reside and work in the area and, probably most important to me, I get to show my 
daughter all the fun things I did spending my summers at Lake Texoma as a child and adolescent and watch her, and my 
students develop a passion for field biology. Along the way, I make good friends for a lifetime. I am a very lucky not-so-
young man. I love the Biological Station.
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Graduate Students - Thayer Hallidayschult and Jessica Beyer 

By Thayer Hallidayschult

Jessica Beyer and I are PhD students in the Biology Department at the University of 
Oklahoma. Since moving to Oklahoma in 2010, the OU Biological Station has played a 
central role in our work. Both Jessica and I are carrying out research inspired by Lake Texoma, 
but we each work on very different research questions. 

I am currently interested in how two invasive species, zebra mussels and Harris mud crabs 
are affecting the native community and water quality of Lake Texoma, and how they are 
interacting with each other. Both of these invasive species arrived in Lake Texoma in 2009, 
but they came from very different places. Zebra mussels are originally from Eastern Europe, 
and have spread south and west in the United States from the Great Lakes, where they originally invaded in 1986. Harris 
mud crabs are originally a marine species, native to estuaries in the eastern United States. However, they were introduced 

to inland waters in Texas in the 1990’s, and have been migrating northward through Texas 
since then. Zebra mussels reach very high population densities and rapidly encrust hard 
surfaces, but we don’t know how they change habitats in ways that affect other species in 
the lake. In particular, I’m investigating the role zebra mussels play in the ecology of the 
Harris mud crab, as they may provide both food and shelter for these small invasive crabs. 
I also study the reproductive patterns of both species, by visiting the Biological Station 
once a month to collect samples from Lake Texoma. I look for planktonic larvae of both the 
crabs and zebra mussels using zooplankton net samples, and I use settling plates (see photo) 
to measure how many zebra mussels are attaching to hard surfaces and how fast they are 
growing.

Jessica works on understanding how blooms of harmful toxin-producing algae affect 
herbivorous zooplankton in Lake Texoma. She is planning experiments to measure how algal 
blooms have changed rotifers (a group of zooplankton) over time, and whether particular 

populations or species of rotifers have evolved strategies to help them survive during bloom periods. To test these ideas, 
Jessica spent last summer starting clonal lines of rotifers to use in her experiments. She collected sediment from four sites 
across Lake Texoma from which she isolated and hatched rotifer resting eggs to create many different lines of rotifers for 
her experiments. She plans to test in the lab how these clonal rotifer populations respond to toxic algae.

For both of us, the University of Oklahoma Biological Station has provided both funding and laboratory space for pursing 
our research. Because the station provides housing for graduate students, both Jessica and I have been able to spend 
our last two summers on Lake Texoma hard at work, without having to worry about planning long day trips to reach our 
sample sites. It is an amazing opportunity to be able to work so close to our field sites, and the summer research fellowships 
have made it possible for both of us to spend our first two summers at the University of Oklahoma focused on our research.
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In Memoriam

Richard (Dick) Phillips

Richard (Dick) Phillips died on Easter Sunday, April 8, 
2012. He was 87. Dick and his wife Ellen Rowe Brillhart 
Phillips have been staunch supporters of the Biological 
Station from the time that the Station was founded. 

Dick served in World War II as a fighter pilot in the 
Army Air Corps, flying in the South Pacific. He was 
awarded the air medal for courage, bravery, and devotion to duty. Dick entered the University of Oklahoma before 
his army service and returned to OU after the war. He was a member of Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity. He received his 
degree in 1949. As an alumnus he served on the Oklahoma Memorial Union Board and was President of the Dads’ Day 
Association. 

Dick was a resident of Madill for 61 years. He was an active member of the community and served at various times as a 
member of the Madill School Board, as President of the Chamber of Commerce, as President of the Madill Roundup Club, 
and as a Deacon in the First Baptist Church. 

In the fall of 2009 the Friends of UOBS gathered at the Station for a special event, the celebration of the “60th birthday” 
of the Station. Dick and Ellen Phillips and their family were honored guests. At that time the original building on the 
Station grounds was named Brillhart Hall in appreciation of the great support that Ellen’s parents and later Dick and 
Ellen had given to the Station.
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