


    “The study of science 
provides the physician with 
the understanding of how we 
practice medicine. The study of 
the humanities transforms us 
into empathic caretakers with a 
profound understanding of why 
we do it. The excellent physician 
is competent in both arenas.”  
— Dr. Jerry Vannatta, John Flack 
Burton Chair of Humanities in 
Medicine

Fascinated by the role medicine plays in our society, 
but not sure what your career plans are? You don’t 
have to be a Medical Humanities Scholar to pursue 
a minor in the Medical Humanities. With this option, 
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interests. In the process, you learn a lot about the 
social, economic, political and historical factors that 
have shaped the course of health care in the United 
States and around the world. 

If you are interested in the art and 
science of medicine, you are invited 
to apply to an exciting interdisciplinary 
program administered through the 
OU Honors College and OU College 
of Medicine. You can obtain both 
your bachelor of arts and doctor 
of medicine degrees in the Medical 
Humanities Scholars Program, a 
course of study designed to meet 
the growing need to produce 
well-rounded physicians who possess 
the analytical skills of the liberal arts. 
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          humanities
          social sciences 
          and/or sciences.
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stimulating, which could include:
          bioethics
          the history of medicine
          literature and medicine
          music and medicine
          religion and medicine 
          and cross-cultural dimensions of medical practice. 
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pre-medical curriculum.
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a cutting-edge educational environment focused 
on the development of the physician-patient 
relationship. You will study in an environment rich 
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professional values. 
     By tackling such interdisciplinary subjects as 
bioethics, end-of-life care, integrative medicine, 
literature and medicine, spirituality in medicine, and 
geriatrics, you will gain valuable insights into the 
“human side” of medical care. 
     As a Medical Humanities Scholar, you will have 
undergraduate opportunities to study overseas 
at more than 170 universities that participate in 
the University of Oklahoma’s Education Abroad 
Program. You also may wish to contribute to Blood 
and Thunder: Musings on the Art of Medicine, 
OU’s medical student-produced journal, which has 
become internationally renowned for its artistic and 
literary contributions. 


