
BOT 4990/5990  FIELD BOTANY Summer 2008 
 

Course Description: An introduction to the flora of Oklahoma with emphasis on the use of 
taxonomic keys, terminology of vascular plants and the techniques of collecting and preserving 
plant specimens. 

Topics Covered: Topics will include terminology of vascular plants, use of taxonomic keys and 
manuals, techniques of collecting and preserving plant specimens, major vascular plant families, 
and common herbaceous and woody taxa of Oklahoma. 

Laboratory: Lecture and laboratory will be combined and will involve review of topics listed 
above. Local field trips will be made to study and collect selected taxa and to examine 
geological and ecologically distinctive regions of the state. 

Examinations: One mid-session examination and one final examination will be given, each 
consisting of short answer and essay questions. Daily quizzes covering lecture topics and the 
recognition of species, genera and families will be given. 

Grading Policy: The course will be based on a percentage of the total points possible.  In 
general, A= 90-100%; B= 80-89%; C= 70-79%; D= 60-69%. 

Projects Required: Undergraduate students will be required to make a plant collection of 12 
species and graduate students will collect 15 species. Information will be extracted from a 
variety of reference works provided by the instructor. All collections will be put in the UOBS 
herbarium. All students will be required to complete 15 plant analysis sheets (none of these 15 
plants are to be part of the plant collection). 

Materials: Keys and Descriptions for the Vascular Plants of Oklahoma (~ $30.00) and Field 
Guide to Oklahoma Plants (~ $35.00) will be sold prior to our first class meeting. Dissecting 
equipment will be supplied by the instructors. 

Time Required: Approximately 8-12 hours per week outside of class. 

Reasonable Accommodation: The University of Oklahoma is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodation for all students with disabilities. Students with disabilities who 
require accommodations in this course are requested to contact the professor, as well as UOBS 
at (405) 325-7431 well in advance to the start of class. Students with disabilities must be 
registered with the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations in this course. 
The Disability Resource Center is located in Goddard Health Center, Suite 166, phone (405) 
325-3852 or TDD only (405) 325-4173. 

Course Evaluation:  To Be Determined 

 

Instructors:  Dr. Bruce A. Smith (fronds02@yahoo.com) 
 Dr. Adam K. Ryburn (ryburnak@oneonta.edu) 
 


