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1. The Gingerbread Man severely affects Benedikt after he first reads it at work, catapulting his story into motion. Are there any books that you have read that have affected you in a similar way? How did they affect you?

2. One of the major themes throughout the novel is the distribution of knowledge in a politically charged class-based system. Benedikt is only allowed to read Oldenprint books once he has married into Olenka’s family. He also begins his career as a Saniturion at this point, stealing books from “common” Golubchiks because they are not deserving of the knowledge the books contain. Does this separation and control of knowledge exist in some form today? Who really gets to appreciate art today?

3. In your opinion, what is the Slynx?

4. On page 149 we read, “But on the other hand—what does that mean, everybody else? Who is everybody else? After all, each and every one has his own special Consequence.” What are the various Consequences throughout the novel and how do they affect people? Does Benedikt have a Consequence? Does this affect the story in any way?
5. There are several plays on words throughout the novel—“more-allity” and “feelosophy” being two of the major ones. How does this new construction of the word affect the meaning with which it is ascribed? 
6. The book takes place after a nuclear disaster (“the Blast”), but many characters, like the Oldeners and Teterya, remember a time before the blast. They often miss the items that they took for granted in their previous lives. If a nuclear disaster was to occur and you survived, what would you miss the most? 
7. Children’s rhymes and games (though often used in the wrong way) also play a role in the novel. What do these rhymes and games teach the characters in the novel? What do real-life rhymes and games teach children?
8. Benedikt enjoys reading because it transports him to places and times that he will never experience: “You read, move your lips, figure out the words, and it’s like you’re in two places at the same time . . . you can live as many different lives as there are books to read” (p. 155). Why do you read?
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