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twentieth century (Rulfo, Cortázar, Roa Bastos, among 
many others) and whose works appeared in English for 
the first time in this volume. In the 1990s Alegría and 
Flakoll’s partnership also produced a number of riveting 
accounts of recent events in Latin American history, such 
as the assassination of Anastasio Somoza in Paraguay, 
as told in Somoza: Expediente cerrado (1993; Eng. Death of 
Somoza, 1996), and the escape of members of the Túpac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement from a penitentiary in 
Peru, as seen in Fuga de Canto Grande (1992; Eng. Tunnel 
to Canto Grande, 1996). These books and many others 
underscore the relevance of reportage and testimonial 
writing in contemporary Latin American letters.

Throughout her distinguished career, Claribel 
Alegría’s talent as a writer has successfully blended 
writings in which multiple voices depict the many his-
tories and traditions of the peoples of Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. It is such versatility in her lyrics and her prose, 
whether dealing with concrete images, political themes, 
or personal loss, that has gained her such respect and 
admiration in the world of letters. Her poetry and prose 

celebrate the literary craft while at the same bringing the 
reader closer to political awakening and an understand-
ing of the transformational power of daily existence and 
historical experiences in Latin America.

University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee

works cited

Alegría, Claribel. Woman of the River. Tr. D. J. Flakoll. Pitts-
burgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1989.

Crosby, Margaret. “Claribel Alegría.” In Dictionary of Liter-
ary Biography: Modern Latin-American Fiction Writers. Ed. 
William Luis & Ann González. Detroit: Bruccoli Clark 
Layman, 1994. 25–32.

Finnegan, Nuala. “Claribel Alegría.” In Encyclopedia of Latin 
American Literature. Ed. Verity Smith. Chicago: Fitzroy 
Dearborn, 1997. 20–23.

César Ferreira is Associate Professor of Spanish at the 
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee, where he teaches 
contemporary Latin American literature. A longtime con-
tributor to World Literature Today, his recent books include 
Edgardo Rivera Martínez: Nuevas Lecturas (2006) and Culture 
and Customs of Peru (2003). He also spent a year in Peru as a 
Fulbright scholar in 2005.

My Spanish Mother
JUDITH DOYLE

Many years ago, I was very moved when Claribel 
announced to me that she was my Spanish Mother, 
which she has been for quite a while now—something 
I greatly value. One thing about Claribel is that she has 
been a mother, and an inspiration, to a great many writ-
ers, students, teachers, and activists in countries around 
the world.

At Curbstone Press, Sandy Taylor and I are extreme-
ly grateful for Claribel’s many years of commitment to 
Curbstone. She has certainly had opportunities to go 
to a large commercial publisher, and many people are 
surprised that she has stayed with our small, nonprofit 
press. We still remember and chuckle over a phone call 
we got from her following a conversation she had with 
Carlos Fuentes. He suggested that it was time for him to 
bring her to his publisher in New York City, to which 
she replied, “No, I like my publishers, and I want to stay 
with them”—and then she called to tell us about it.

Claribel has also introduced us to many Central 
American writers, which led to Curbstone’s developing 
a terrific list of books by writers from that region, such as 
Nicaraguan poet Daisy Zamora.

We have also loved watching her with the many 
students she has inspired and enthralled when we have 
been able to bring her to Connecticut for our Living Lit-
erature in the Schools program. One Latina high school 
student put it very simply: “I can’t believe I just met a 
living legend.”

Claribel, mil gracias for your wonderful writing, 
your activism, your great curiosity about our world and 
peoples, and for your big heart. We all are nurtured by 
you.

Willimantic, Connecticut

Judith Doyle is co-director, with Alexander Taylor, of Curb-
stone Press.
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