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Vision for Further Education Part 2
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Teacher: This college program offers a degree after four years of study. Depending on what sort of career you want, there are a variety of program offerings available, each having their own specific requirements. If you think you might want to go to a 4-year college sometime, you can start out at a community college. You need to be sure that the classes you take at the community college will transfer to the 4-year college or university later.
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Teacher: In addition to standard for-credit classes, most universities offer classes for audit or no credit so that you have the opportunity to participate in a class without the pressure of a grade. However, remedial level classes must be passed before you can move on with your chosen degreed program.
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Teacher: You are eligible for educational benefits if you are active or reserve duty in the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marines, but you must first enlist in one branch of the service.
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Teacher: Other options for military education right after high school include the Air Force, Naval, or Coast Guard Academies. These schools have very specific entrance requirements, including very good grades, and personal recommendations.
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Teacher: This slide reminds us of the options students may have for apprenticeships and trade school educational experiences. 

Teacher Note: You might want to have the students search this website for information regarding apprenticeships that might be applicable to their interests. It will be referred to in the Lesson on Employment. http://www.doleta.gov/atels_bat/stateoffices.cfm
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Teacher: For this activity, you can visit either in person, by phone, or on the web a community college, career technical school, or a 4-year college or university. You should have an adult family help you gather this information. It is important for you and your family to plan your further education together.
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Teacher: Look at the “CSI” Worksheet #1. You will need to find out whether the college you are investigating has a program and subjects in areas that interest you. You’ll need to find out about the admission requirements, ACT or SAT scores, costs, available scholarships (financial aid), medical services, and any transportation issues that you will have.
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Teacher: You’ll also need to find out about housing if you will not be living at home. You might be able to visit the dorms on campus. You should check out some of the classrooms or courses, meet some teachers in your area of study, meet other students and find out about recreational activities on campus. You will also need to find out about the school’s disability services.
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Teacher: When you apply for admission to a college, you do not have to identify yourself as having a disability.
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Teacher: However, after you’ve been admitted, you must identify yourself as a person with a disability in order to get the services and accommodations you’ll need to be successful in college.
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Teacher: This slide reviews FERPA (program that ensures confidentiality of educational records) and HIPAA (programs that ensures confidentiality of medical records)
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Teacher: From the college that you contact, find the disability services office and find out about the services that would be available to you using your worksheet as a guide.
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Teacher: Accommodations are teaching strategies or things that help you to learn and show what you’ve learned in class. Can you name the accommodations that you have now to help you learn and show what you learn in high school? Unlike in high school, these accommodations won’t happen automatically in college. 
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Teacher: All of the things on the worksheet are accommodations. You’ll have to show documentation about your disability and the supports you might need before you will get accommodations in college.
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Teacher: Will accommodations give you an advantage over other students in the class? 

Answer: No. They are to help you learn. Only appropriate accommodations should be used. Your college transcript will not show that you requested or used accommodations during your college classes.
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Teacher: You’ve learned a lot about further education options after high school. Now, you’ll take the information you’ve gathered so far (from talking with your family, and from getting information on the three “CSI” Worksheets), and develop a shared vision of further education with your family. This process will help you to:

· Set post secondary education goals.

· Develop a plan for further education if you and your family decide this is right for you.

· Manage your plan for further education.

· Reflect on and adjust your plan with your family
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Teacher: You will use the Input Circle to pull your thoughts together for your transition-planning meeting. We’ll see an example of a student’s use of the Input Circle to detail his interests, strengths, and needs regarding a vision for further education.
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Teacher: You wrote information about your disability in the Student Input section. Your family gave your information for the Family Input section. Your teacher provided information for the Teacher Input section.
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Teacher: Pat is a 17-year-old student with a learning disability.
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Teacher: Let’s look at Pat’s sample Input Circle. Pat wrote a statement about the things he wanted to do after high school that would require more education.

  His input showed his interest in teaching young children; however, he’s not sure about going to college because his reading is poor, and it would mean leaving his hometown.
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Teacher: Pat asked his parents what they thought of him getting more education. They expressed concerns about cost and distance away from home. They agreed that he would make a good teacher, and that he should pursue this somehow, if possible.
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Teacher: Then Pat’s teacher gave input about his getting more education. She talked about his reading difficulties, taking the ACT, and using testing accommodations. She suggested the local community college as a starting point.
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Teacher: Pat and his teacher then combined information from all three sections into a summary statement in the center. Pat looked for similarities and reworded long phrases. Pat’s interests were written into a central summary statement.
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Teacher: Pat asked his parents what they thought his strengths were for getting more education. They talked about his persistence, creativity, and ability to work hard to learn lessons in advance so that he can teach 5 yr. olds at Sunday School class.
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Teacher: Then Pat wrote down his strengths for further education. He said he works hard and plans his Sunday School lessons ahead of time. His student like his lessons.
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Teacher: Pat’s teacher talked about his persistence on hard tasks, and good math scores. She said he would be able to take a sample ACT test to see where he might need some support for reading. She agreed to help arrange a visit to the community college.
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Teacher: Pat and his teacher then combined information from the three sections into a summary statement. Pat again looked for similar statements and shortened some phrases. His strengths were written into a summary statement.
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Teacher: Pat talked with his parents about things they thought he needed to work on before going to college. They talked about his reading difficulties and ways to overcome them They thought about how his disability might affect his learning at the community college, and maybe later on at a 4-yr. college.
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Teacher: Pat wrote about some of his needs that would impact getting further education. He wrote about his difficulty with reading and writing. Pat might need support at college for reading and writing activities.
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Teacher: Pat’s teacher talked about how his reading and writing might impact getting into college. She talked about his low reading scores and difficulty with comprehension and writing. She talked about how books on tape, and computer screen readers helped Pat complete projects in school.
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Teacher: Pat and his teacher combined statements about his needs into one summary statement. Pat looked for similarities and reworded some phrases. Pat summarized his further education needs in the center circle.
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Teacher: Everyone wrote a Further Education Vision statement for Pat. He summarized everyone’s input for his central vision statement about further education.
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Teacher: You and your family will complete your sections of the input circle to describe your vision for further education. Your circle will include statements from you, your family, and your teacher about your further education interests, strengths, and needs. You will combine the input into a vision statement regarding further education.

Teacher note: Give the students 4 blank Input Circles to take home.
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Teacher: You’ll review all of the input from your outer circles to make summary statements for your interests, strengths, and needs.

The summary statements are what you will type into the website.
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Teacher: After reviewing all of the summary statements and the vision input from you, your family, and you teacher, you will write your Further Education Vision statement in the center of your Input Circle.

The Vision statement in the center of your Input Circle is what you will type into the website.
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Teacher: If you wish, share your vision for further education with the class. Your vision for further education may change depending on what you and your family decide. It may change even after you start at college. You may present your vision in any format you choose.
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Teacher: Take your vision for further education home and share it with your family. Make any changes as needed. Has anything changed? Have your family sign your vision statement.
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What’s Next?


Annotated References 
Barclay, J. & Cobb, J. (2001). Full Life Ahead: A workbook and guide to adult life for students & families of students with disabilities. South East Regional Resource Center, Auburn University Montgomery, Montgomery, AL.

This book was developed and written by parents for parents and students (with disabilities). It is a very practical resource with many activities that reinforce the student and parent connection when planning for life after high school graduation. It takes many of the discussions and activities we typically think about and do with typically developing children, and makes them very concrete and real life for students with disabilities and their parents and teachers. It is a comprehensive resource that poses questions (and solutions) on some difficult topics that generally hit families very hard after their student has graduated from high school. This is a great planning tool.
Leake, D. and Black, R. (2005). Essential Tools: Improving secondary education and transition for youth with disabilities; Cultural and Linguistic Diversity: Implications for Transition Personnel. National Center on Secondary Education and Transition, Institute on Community Integration, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.

This document gives theoretical and practical tips for helping youth with disabilities and

their families who are from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, to manage

the transition from high school to adult life. It describes collectivist and individualistic

frames within which to think about self-determination and the IEP planning process. The document’s value lies in its reminders that we need to understand our own perspectives on cultural and linguistic diversity before we can assist families.

Morita, Y. (1998). Take a walk in my shoes: Guidebook for youth on diversity awareness activities. Oakland: University of California, Office of Affirmative Action, Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources.

Students, parents, and teachers will find this book to be an excellent resource for

enhancing awareness of human diversity for students, parents, and teachers. While the

book is targeted toward California, its many activities are useful where ever there are

diverse children and adults. Diversity in terms of disability and culture is emphasized. 

National Alliance for Secondary Education and Transition. (2005). National standards 
and quality indicators: Transition toolkit for systems improvement. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota, National Center on Secondary Education and Transition.
Targeted toward state and local administrators and practioners, this document presents

standards and indicators useful for enhancing the quality of transition activities for youth

going from secondary to adult life. The standards and indicators are meant to be a

catalyst for constructive change in transition policies and practices. Transition

coordinators, special education teachers at the high school level, special education

directors involved in high school transition planning will find this document useful.

National Collaborative on Workforce and disability for Youth, (2005). The 411 on Disability Disclosure Workbook. Washington, D.C.: Institute for Educational Leadership.

This workbook is essential for youth with disabilities, their parents, and teachers as they

learn together about the pros and cons of disclosing information about a disability either

to a postsecondary school, or on a job. It discusses the role that self-determination plays

in disclosure. Many activities are available for students, families, and teachers to

become familiar with disclosure. The workbook authors indicate that this document

alone can be the basis for a separate teaching unit on disclosure alone. 

Wells, G. & Wittle, A. (2002). You can do it: Students with disabilities preparing for 
college. Nevada P.E.P. (Parents Encouraging Parents), MGM Mirage Voice 
Foundation, Nevada Department of Education, Special Education and Diversity 
Programs.

Targeted toward students with disabilities, this manual combines strategies and lessons learned from students, teachers, and parents in Nevada, with help from the Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii. Activities are very specific for students pursing postsecondary education after high school graduation. The manual walks the student through the admission process, know the high school diploma option they need, discussion of disability disclosure, financial assistance, and much more. Activities can be used separately, or together as presented in the manual.

Supplemental Materials

Following are optional materials that can enhance the lesson content. 

Oklahoma Department of Career and Technical Education

1500 West Seventh Avenue

Stillwater, OK  74074-4364

405-743-6817



www.okcareertech.org/iis/careerclusters.htm
Secondary to Postsecondary Education Transition Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities (1994). Retrieved from: http://www.ldonline.org/njcld/secondary.html, February 6, 2006

Wells, G. & Wittle, A. in conjunction with Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents. (2002). 


    You can do it! Students with disabilities preparing for college. Nevada Department of 


      Education Special Education and Diversity Programs.

Military Education:   www.military.com 

Information about educational programs for all branches of military service.
Videos

Fried, R.N. and Woods, C. (Producers), Pizzo, A. (Writer), & Anspaugh, D. (Director). (1993). Rudy [Motion picture]. United States: Tristar Pictures.

Gordon, C. & Franco, L. (Producers), Johnston, J. (Director), Hickman, H. & Colic, L. (Writers). (1999).October Sky [Motion picture]. United States: Universal Pictures.

Websites

http://www.ldonline.org/kidzone
ericec.org/fact/famous.html

www.disabilityisnatural.com  

http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/ 

www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpeo/ferpa/index.html

