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A KWL chart (Ogle, 1986) is a teaching strategy that provides structure for students as they comprehend, recall, and organize information they have learned. Teachers can use the KWL chart to help activate students’ knowledge prior to discussing a topic. The KWL strategy also encourages students to consider their prior knowledge of a topic as they prepare to learn new information. The “K” in the KWL chart stands for “what students know”, the “W” stands for “what students want to learn”, and the “L” stands for “what students learn” as they complete a lesson or research.

During Unit 1, students are introduced to the KWL chart. During this introduction, the class completes a chart as the teacher models the process of filling in important information. During Unit 2, students continue to add to the KWL chart as a class and also learn to use an individual KWL chart. From this point forward, the individual KWL chart is used to help activate students learning and organize students’ questions and/or thoughts. The teacher should encourage students to independently complete their individual KWL charts. Once students have added information to their charts, they should be encouraged to share thoughts and questions with classmates. Encouraging discussion based on this information is a great way to encourage inquiry and facilitate discussion among students. This process also allows teachers to identify topics and issues students need additional information about as well as allowing them to spend less time on content students may have already mastered.

It is important that the teacher pay close attention to the information students include on the individual KWL charts throughout the lessons. During Unit 10, the student KWL charts will be used to guide discussion about what they have learned and unanswered questions they may have. In order for the lesson to be meaningful, the teacher must be aware of what students have and have not included on the individual KWL charts.

The following links provide additional information regarding the use and/or expansion of KWL charts.

Study Guides and Strategies
http://www.studygs.net/texred3.htm

KWLH Technique
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1kwlh.htm 

Facing History and Ourselves: K-W-L Charts - Assessing What We Know/What We Still Want to Learn 
http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/strategies/k-w-l-charts-assessing-what-w 

readwritethink: K-W-L Chart
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/chart-a-30226.html 
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