Fall 2023 Environmental Studies Courses

NOTE: “Category” indicates which type of requirement the given course meets, listed by “old” and “new” degree rules.

· Old categories: REQ = required for graduation; NS = Natural Science; SS = Social Science; HU = Humanities

· New categories: C = Core (required for graduation); ID = Interdisciplinary; NS = Natural Science; SS = Social Science; HU = Humanities; AD = Applied Disciplines

Course number: ENST 1013/001	CRN: 37061	Meeting time: MW, 3:00-4:15
Course title: Consumption and the Environment	Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Sherry
Gen-ed: Core Area III ‘Social Science’		Old Category: REQ	New Category: ID
Note: 

Description: In this introduction to the interdisciplinary aspects of human consumption and the environment, we discuss aspects of the production and consumption of food, energy, transportation, manufactured goods, and housing for their contributions to global climate change, air and water pollution, and habitat alteration, as well as other relevant topics regarding the environment. Students will learn how complex interactions between natural processes and human activities shape aspects of the global, regional, and local environment.

Course number: ENST 2203/001	CRN: 38455	Meeting time: TR, 3:00-4:15
Course title: Ecosystem Impacts of Climate Change	Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Sherry
Gen-ed: Core Area II ‘Natural Science’ (non lab)	Old Category: NS		New Category: NS
Note: 

Description: Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns, rising sea levels and increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide have direct effects on living creatures and the Earth’s climate system, but those direct effects also spawn many indirect changes in ecological systems. This non-majors course will cover the basics of why climate is changing, its effects on plant and animal physiology, phenology, and behavior, and its impacts on the ecosystems they live in. Along the way, we’ll learn major principles of ecological theory.

Course number: ENST 2813/001	 CRN: 44341	Meeting time: MW, 3:00-4:15 
Course title: Environmental Studies Cornerstone	Instructor: Tiffany Legg
Gen-ed:		Old Category: N/A	New Category: C
Note: Prerequisite: ENST majors only; Corequisite: ENST 3891

Description: This course introduces students to the Environmental Studies program. It offers students an overview of environmental teaching and research at OU, and emphasizes the importance of integrating disciplinary perspectives on environmental topics. 

Course number: ENST 3213/995	CRN: 44561	Meeting time: On-line
Course title: Law and Environment		Instructor: Emily Remmel, Esq.
Gen-ed:		Old Category: SS		New Category: AD
Note: 

Description: Complex interactions between humans and the environment have caused, in many cases, adverse impacts to both human and ecological health. Concerns over air pollution, water pollution, and land degradation ignited a spark of environmental jurisprudence in the mid-20th Century. This class will navigate through the intersection of law and the environment by exploring groundbreaking legislation, historic case law, and expert writings that helped preserve the health of our communities and protect our natural wonders. This class, crafted specifically for undergraduates, will help students gain an appreciation of the movement that breathed life into modern environmental law as well as the important legal challenges ahead. 

Course number: ENST 3303/995	CRN: 36271	Meeting time: On-line
Course title: Food, Agriculture & Environment	Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Sherry
Gen-ed:		Old Category: SS		New Category: AD
Note: 

Description: Food production, at both large and small scales, has impacts on the environment. From soil erosion to water and air pollution, to intensive use of fossil fuels, to declines in biodiversity, these impacts affect many aspects of our environment. Since most of us buy our food pre-packaged at the supermarket, we do not see these impacts, nor typically are these impacts reflected in the prices we pay. This class will examine the impact of our food production systems on all aspects of the environment, including air, soil, water, and diversity, as well as its demands and impacts on energy production at local, regional, and global scales.

Course number: ENST 3723/995 	CRN: 43809	Meeting time: On-line
Course title: Issues in Ecological Restoration	 	Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Sherry
Gen-ed: 		Old Category: AD		New Category: ID
Note: 

Description: In this course you will examine social and philosophical issues surrounding restoration of natural habits and ecosystems. You will consider questions like:  Is it even possible to restore natural ecosystems? What functions of ecosystems should we restore and how can we do that? Is it possible to manipulate natural succession to help promote restoration?  How can we prepare for invasive species and climate change in restoration projects? How can advocates for restoration increase support from landowners, locals, and other stakeholders?

Course number: ENST 3891/001	CRN: 42203	Meeting time: R, 4:30-5:45
Course title: Environmental Studies Learning Community	Instructor: Zev Trachtenberg
Gen-ed:		Old Category: N/A	New Category: C
Note: Prerequisite: ENST 2813 (or concurrent enrollment); majors only; should be repeated twice to gain 3 hours

Description: The Learning Community course gives Environmental Studies majors the opportunity to enrich their classroom experience, through a variety of activities including structured interactions with other students; presentations on academic and policy topics; workshops on career planning; and environmentally related service projects.

Course number: ENST 4883/001	CRN: 44277	Meeting time:  M, 3:00-5:40
Course title: Environmental Studies Seminar		Instructor: Dr. Priscilla Crawford.
Gen-ed:		Old Category: N/A	New Category: C
Note: 

Description: What’s needed to solve the really hard environmental problems?

One of the most complex environmental issues we face has to do with conserving pollinators—the birds, insects, and other creatures that are essential to food production as well as the health of plants across the globe. Finding solutions to pollinator decline requires a sound scientific understanding. But conservation isn't just science: it involves an interplay of policy, environmental attitudes, activism, economy, education, and history. In addition to the science, workable solutions must draw on an understanding of the economic, legal, and even cultural factors that contribute to the problem, and can affect the chances of solving it. 

In other words, thinking about pollinator conservation calls for an interdisciplinary approach. This seminar will use this issue to help you understand what’s involved in approaching an environmental question in an interdisciplinary way. We will bring together work from biology, social science, economics, law, and ethics, in order to explore the various forces that affect pollinators and impact how conservation happens. Along the way we will consider topics including
· ecological restoration
· novel ecosystems
· endangered species regulations
· agricultural economics
· cultural norms
· and environmental justice.  
Our readings will represent a variety of perspectives and stakeholders, and will lead us toward work produced by interdisciplinary teams. Thus you will come away from this class not only with a better sense of why pollinators are in decline and how to conserve them, but also with an appreciation of how multiple types of knowledge are required to understand the issue, and of the challenge in synthesizing what you learn into a comprehensive view.


