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MBIO/PBIO 3990/4990 (1-3 credits/semester)
Purpose: This document is a tool to set clear expectations for both an undergraduate student and their faculty mentor as a guide for independent study. Courses to be used for independent study do not involve original research, and the subject matter should not duplicate existing courses. The independent study experience should result in a tangible final product related to the course efforts; the product could be a written document, PowerPoint presentation of materials, data analysis, or other reasonable material.  This experience will show up on student transcripts as Independent Study. 
Note: Students planning to participate in mentored research experience should enroll in PBIO or MBIO 3440, which requires a separate form.  
Grading and credit:
· 3990 is letter-graded; 4990 is graded S/U. Either will appear on the student’s transcript as “Independent Study.” 
· Students may enroll in 1-3 credits of 3990 or 4990 per semester. A maximum of 6 credit hours of courses titled “Independent Study” may be counted toward graduation. One credit hour corresponds to ~3 hours of independent study work per week.  
· Both 3990 and 4990 count for upper division elective credit in MBIO and PBIO if the course is taken with faculty appointed to our department. There should not be a reason for students to enroll in 3990 or 4990 outside our department and have it count for major elective credit.  
· Neither 3990 nor 4990 can be used to replace upper division required laboratory coursework for undergraduate degrees in MBIO or PBIO. Neither 3990 nor 4990 counts for graduate credit.
Prerequisites:
· For 3990, minimum of one course in general area to be studied
· For 4990, minimum of three courses in general area to be studied
Directions: This form should be completed by the faculty member and student after an initial agreement to work together has been reached.  Both the faculty member and the student should sign the form, and email it to the chair of the Undergraduate Committee.  Once approved, the chair of the Undergraduate Committee will email the signed copy to the faculty member, the student, and the assistant to the Department chair.  At that point, the assistant to the Department Chair will create a section of 3990 or 4990 for the student to enroll in and provide permission to enroll.  The assistant to the Department Chair will notify the faculty member and student once the course and permission have been created.
Deadline: It is strongly requested this form be completed prior to the start of the semester/term enrolled, but it must be completed and approved by the chair of the Undergraduate Committee by the end of the first week of the semester/term. 
1. General Information 
· Student name: 
· Student ID number:
· Student email address: 
· Mentor name: 										
· Mentor email address:  									
· Term (e.g., semester/year):							
· Select course number:  
· MBIO 3990 
· MBIO 4990 
· PBIO 3990 
· PBIO 4990	
· Select number of credit hours: 	1	2	3
· Prerequisite course(s) completed:

2. Course Information

Statement of course objective or brief outline of course (whichever is more suitable)
If this course is to meet a degree requirement, please specify:




Course procedure to be followed:




Evaluation for course grade will be based on:





Student signature: ____________________________________________________________  Date: _____________


Instructor signature: _________________________________________________________  Date:  ____________


Chair of Undergrad. Committee signature:  _______________________________  Date: _____________
