




8     ANNUAL REPORT 2024

As a result, we have seen a signifi cant increase in incoming students, rising by 45% over the past 
four years. Notably, PhD enrollment has surged by over 40% since 2020 and by 10% compared to 
last year, reaching a record high of 354 students.

ACCESS TO ENGINEERING
Incoming Students: 45% Increase Since 2020
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SUPPORTING TRANSITION FROM 

HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE
Once students arrive on campus, we offer  
a comprehensive array of programs to  
support their success. These include our  
Engineering Summer Bridge Program  
prior to their arrival and an enhanced 
first-year course designed to equip  
them with the skills and perspectives  
necessary for success in engineering.  
We also provide the Catalyst and  
Empower programs, which focus on  
strengthening math and engineering  
skills for those who need additional  
support, along with various advising  
enhancements and support programs.

These initiatives have led to record retention rates,  
with students persisting and succeeding in engineering at  
unprecedented levels.
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We are dedicated to helping students prepare for their future careers, whether in industry, graduate school, or government. 
Our students engage in competition teams, undergraduate research, and capstone projects, while also gaining business 
and entrepreneurship skills through our leadership program. Additionally, student organizations and internships equip 
them with advanced professional skills.

We have developed a suite of advanced technical programs that equip students for cutting-edge careers or graduate-
level studies. Our newly launched bioprocessing undergraduate and graduate certifi cates provide specialized training 
in biopharmaceutical manufacturing, featuring a state-of-the-art lab. Additionally, our Data Science and Analytics 
Institute equips students with the skills needed for this fast-growing fi eld. With online programs in applied computing 
and engineering leadership and management, we prepare students for the demands of the modern workplace. We’re 
also in the process of expanding our offerings with new certifi cates in advanced manufacturing and AI-ML, a university-
wide materials program, advanced aerospace design program, and more. Notably, we have spearheaded and launched 
a university-wide Materials Ph.D. program in advanced materials and an AI in healthcare initiative, both of which are 
making signifi cant progress.

PRODUCING MORE WELL-PREPARED ENGINEERS

ADVANCED PREPARATION PROGRAMSAdvanced Preparation Programs
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INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGIES BUILDING

NEW SPACE AND PLANNING
To support our continued growth, we have completed eight expansions and major renovation projects, signifi cantly 
increasing our research and instructional spaces.

We have fully funded and are breaking ground on a new Infrastructure Innovation building at our south campus, designed 
to expand our research capacity. The new south campus I2B building will house infrastructure and transportation-
based research, and the new building will help support major research clusters and initiatives. The building prioritizes 
shared instrumentation labs for unmanned ground vehicles, vehicles with alternate energy input, modernization of 
transportation network, and reliant transportation infrastructure to support these emerging technologies and Southern 
Plains Transportation Center (Regional UTC).

We have also secured $80 million for a new engineering building and are working closely with architects to fi nalize the 
detailed plans. This facility will signifi cantly enhance our research and educational capabilities.

We have established an Offi ce of Industry Partnerships and are actively building relationships with companies. This 
includes launching a consortium in aerospace and defense, creating connections for students, including graduate 
students, with industry partners, and offering professional skills courses and online programs tailored to the needs of our 
corporate partners.
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