
“  As a Civil Engineering student, I’ve had the chance 
to engage in hands-on learning that brings classroom 
concepts to life. Through research in the asphalt lab and my 
work on the Concrete Canoe Team, I’ve been able to apply 
what I’ve learned in class to real, practical projects. I’ve built 
strong connections with both faculty and fellow students in 
the program. These relationships support me academically 
and open doors to professional development. OU’s focus on 
immersive, collaborative learning has prepared me to take 
on real-world engineering challenges with confidence.”

- Olivia Davis, Civil Engineering, Class of 2026

Being a student in the School of Civil Engineering and Environmental Science means more than 
learning about engineering and science. Our top priority in educating future engineers and 
scientists is creating engaging, hands-on, real-world experiences that require creative problem 
solving, engineering design, leadership, teamwork and communication skills.Our students find 
fulfilling careers in all three major sectors of engineering and scientific practice—government, 
private consulting, and industry—and address some of the most pressing infrastructure and 
environmental issues facing the world.
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THINGS TO KNOW

1 Our disciplines are inextricably tied to the world’s 
infrastructure and ecosystems, which are deteriorating and 

becoming increasingly stressed. We aim to dramatically improve 
the quality of life and stimulate economic development for the 
state, nation, and world by solving engineering, scientific, and 
technological challenges.  

2 Our courses provide many opportunities for active learning 
and hands-on experience, including mixing and testing 

concrete; examining water quality; designing, building, and testing 
wood and concrete beams; running laboratory tests on soils; 
surveying campus grounds; studying the fate and transport of 
pollutants in the environment; and solving real world problems in 
the capstone experience.

3 We have numerous facilities within the school for students to 
obtain experiential learning. The Donald G. Fears Engineering 

laboratory is devoted to teaching and research programs in 
geotechnical and structural engineering; the Ray Broce Materials 
laboratory is devoted to teaching and research in asphalt and 
other transportation materials; and there are traditional wet 
laboratories within the Carson Engineering Center for the teaching 
of and research withing environmental science and environmental 
engineering. 

Concrete Canoe being fabricated in the Engineering Practice Facility. 
This student competition team designs, builds and tests a canoe made 
completely out of concrete and supports student rowers.
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SELECT COURSES
Soil Mechanics

Water Resources Engineering

Structural Analysis

Transportation Engineering

Environmental Biology and Ecology 
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