

ART: InTRO Translational Research Project RFP

ART: InTRO Background 
The ART: InTRO project is funded by the National Science Foundation (Grant 2331409) and supports the process of research findings being translated into processes and products for use by the public, industry, government, and others. 
Translational Research Projects (TRP) Request for Proposals. 
To increase translational research at OU, ART: InTRO funds Translational Research Projects (TRPs) that build on a researcher’s existing work to create tangible solutions that benefit society. By funding these projects, ART: InTRO incentivizes researchers to translate their research and to interact with the OU and Oklahoma innovation ecosystem. These actions increase the translation of research that improves our society and increases the scale and pace of discoveries. 
The goals of this program are to: 
· Support teams of researchers in taking steps to successfully translate their research. 
· Develop institutional capacity (in both the short and long terms) and infrastructure that supports researchers in translational research activities. 
· Create and train new cohorts of faculty, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers versed in translational research. 
Amount per TRP: $75,000 Total Direct Costs
Expected Number of Awards: 5
Proposal Feedback Window: TBD. Please allow 10 days to receive feedback
Submission Deadline: October 1, 2026
Anticipated Period of Performance: January 1, 2027 – January 31, 2028
Eligibility: All Norman Campus faculty and postdoctoral researchers
Applications are open to teams of faculty, postdoctoral researchers, and graduate students. Teams are welcome from across the full spectrum of research activities supported within the University of Oklahoma, and translation is not limited to commercialization. For TRP teams with faculty leads, postdoctoral researchers and/or graduate students are expected to be included as part of the team. Undergraduate students are welcome but not required.
TRP teams are expected to translate an innovation that emerged from prior fundamental research, with a clear, underlying and defined analytical and/or experimental proof of concept. Proposals limited to fundamental research will be considered non-responsive and returned without review.
Selected projects will receive up to $75,000 in direct costs to undertake translational research. Funds must be expended at the University of Oklahoma Norman campus. Project teams can include external members, but funding cannot be sub-contracted to another institution, including the OU Health Campus. 
Selected teams must have an exit funding strategy and are expected to create or improve a prototype, pilot, intervention, and/or proof of concept that can be demonstrated in an environment relevant to the intended usage in < 1 year after completion of ART:InTRO. 
Participation requirements 
Monthly meetings. TRP teams meet individually with the ART: InTRO leadership at least once per month to monitor and discuss project progress. 
Academy. TRP leads and team members are required to participate in the ART: InTRO Academy, held weekly during the Spring and Fall academic semesters. The Academy will begin in January 2027
Ambassador. TRP participants funded by this initiative will participate in ART: InTRO events and serve as ART Ambassadors who share their experiences and the benefits of research translation both on the OU campus and externally. TRP participants should also plan to participate in future ART events and may be encouraged to co-host ART Academy sessions and/or serve as mentors in future years. 
Proposal Preparation and Submission Instructions 
Each proposal will be submitted as a single PDF file. Proposal contents are limited to the proposal narrative and appendices described below. Late submissions will not be accepted.
Document margins are 1” all around. Single spacing is required, and type must be 11 pts or larger. 
Narrative: The proposal narrative is limited to two pages. Figures and tables may be included in the narrative but must conform to 1” margins and all type must be 9 pts or larger. Citation style is the proposer’s choice, but must be consistent throughout the narrative body and consistent between the narrative body and Appendix A.
Title: Place title of your document in bold, centered at the top of your page. 
Researcher(s): Place the name and department of the PI and any Co-PIs on the first line after the title. 
Narrative Body: Use the following headings in the narrative body, and respond to the writing prompts below, in paragraph format. 
Problem to be addressed 
· What is the problem? What are the “pain points”? Who experiences the pain points? 
· What is the impact of the problem? How can the problem be measured?
· What is the connection to societal challenges and/or their solutions?
What others have done to solve the problem 
· Provide a focused literature review – using citations – to demonstrate that there is an unresolved gap in the research.
· Include discussion of current approach(es) to solving this problem and why the gap remains (feasibility, cost, risks, etc.).
· Explain the barriers to solving the problem.
The gap
· State the gap in one or two sentences. 
The innovation you will use to fill the gap
· Describe the challenge(s) your research will address.
· Articulate the innovation (i.e., What makes your solution better than others?) and why your solution will overcome the gap. 
· Describe how this project differs from fundamental research (i.e., translating prior fundamental research).
· Describe previous funding related to this, as well as future funding you hope to secure.
· State whether you have already disclosed or patented this work.
· Explain the societal impact of your proposed solution.
Exit Strategy
· In one sentence, state your next steps following participation in NSF ART: InTRO, if awarded. 
· Be specific in what you plan to do after completing your final deliverable.
· Example: “After participation in NSF ART, we will pursue startup funding through Startup OU.”
Appendices – All submissions must include Appendices A through E. Appendix F should be submitted only when the participation of an external community partner is essential to the success of the project. No additional appendices should be submitted. Submission of additional appendices will result in the proposal being returned without review.
Appendix A: References. Style is the author’s choice but must be consistent throughout. 
Appendix B: Gantt chart. Limited to one page, with no supplemental text or narrative. Sample form: Gantt Example - NSF ART.xlsx
Appendix C: Budget. Use the OU Master Budget Template, available at OVPRP Budget Template. Budget instructions:
· Use whole dollar amounts in the budget. 
· Cost sharing is not allowed.
· Subcontracts are not allowed. 
· No payments can be made to OUHC faculty or staff. 
· If essential to completion of the research, payments can be made for the use of facilities and equipment at OU, OUHC, and other entities, at the entity’s customary, pre-established use rates.
· No travel is allowed for conferences, presentations, or dissemination.
Appendix D: Budget Justification. Used the format available at OVPRP Sample Budget Justification.
Appendix E: Department Chair/School Head Letter of Support. Use the sample text below, making no changes other than filling in submission-specific information indicated in brackets. Do not include endorsements or evaluation of the proposed project. The letter should appear on your Department’s letterhead.
Department Chair/ School Head Letter of Support Template 
[Date] 
Dear NSF ART: InTRO TRP Review Committee, 
I am pleased to provide this letter of support for [Applicant's Full Name] in their application for the NSF ART:InTRO TRP grant application. As the [Chair/Director] of the [Department/Unit Name] at the University of Oklahoma, I fully endorse their proposed project, titled “[Project Title],” and believe it aligns strongly with the goals and mission of our department/unit. 
Please feel free to contact me at [email address] or [phone number] if you require any additional information or clarification regarding this endorsement. 
Sincerely, 
[Department Chair or Director’s Full Name, Title]
[Department/Unit Name]University of Oklahoma
Appendix F: Optional Letter of Support. If the applicant is collaborating with a community partner (such as a Tribal Nation), a single letter of support may be included. The letter should be limited to the text below and should not contain endorsements or evaluation of the proposed project.
“If the proposal submitted by Dr. [insert the full name of the Principal Investigator] entitled [insert the proposal title] is selected for funding by NSF ART:InTRO, it is my intent to collaborate and/or commit resources as detailed in the proposal.”
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