Introduction to Assistive Technology

Assistive Technology (AT), reduces barriers to access, thus providing students with disabilities the capability of handling a wider range of activities independently.  In regards to electronic and information technology, AT increases the access of users with disabilities to the resources available through computers and other electronic hardware, including information on the internet, assistance with alternative text formats, audible presentation of visual information, etc.  For example, a screen reader speaks the information on a computer, which allows a student who is blind or visually impaired to access the information.  

The University of Oklahoma provides assistive technology at the following OU IT lab locations:

Couch Tower
Dale Hall Tower
[bookmark: _GoBack]Goddard Health Center
Bizzell Library Lab
Oklahoma Memorial Union Lab
Physical Science Center Lab

For more information please read the descriptions below.  If you have any questions, contact the Disability Resource Center at (405) 325-3852 or  by email at drc@ou.edu. 

Assistive Technology Software Information

Types of Software and recommended use:
· Dragon NaturallySpeaking: People with some mobility impairments or writing disabilities.
· JAWS: People who are visually impaired or blind.
· OpenBook: People who are visually impaired or blind.
· WYNN: People who have learning or reading disabilities.
· ZoomText: People who are visually impaired.  This is not appropriate for people who are completely blind.


Dragon NaturallySpeaking
http://www.nuance.com/dragon/index.htm
Dragon NaturallySpeaking is a speech recognition program.  Users speak into a microphone and dictate words into the computer.  This greatly reduces the need for typing.  Dragon NaturallySpeaking can be used to navigate through Windows without the use of a mouse or keyboard.  Speech recognition requires some voice training, so contact the DRC if you are interested in this software. 

JAWS for Windows
http://www.freedomscientific.com/products/fs/jaws-product-page.asp
JAWS for Windows is a screen reader.  JAWS reads information on your computer screen utilizing synthesized speech.  Typically, users navigate using their keyboards rather than a mouse.  This software can be used to edit documents, read email, browse internet pages, and utilize other applications.  JAWS has various options you can choose to meet your individual needs and preferences.  JAWS can be opened by selecting Control+Alt+J.

OpenBook
http://www.freedomscientific.com/products/fs/openbook-product-page.asp
OpenBook is a scan and read program.  It converts print documents and graphic-based text into electronic formats, then reads it back to the user.  OpenBook has two different software synthesizers, allowing the user to choose between natural, human-sounding voices and more mechanical, synthesized speech.  Synthesized speech is generally preferred for editing and document skimming.  Once the text is read aloud, the user can save the audio file in a number of formats for quick access later on.  OpenBook is optimized for keyboard users.  OpenBook can be started by selecting Control+Alt+O. It is ideal for users who are blind or have visual impairments.

WYNN
http://www.freedomscientific.com/lsg/products/wynn.asp
WYNN is a scan and read program.  It converts scanned print documents into electronic formats and then reads it back to the user.  Users can alter the style and formatting of the text so that they can better read it on the screen.  WYNN also has an internet browser that offers speech access to web pages.  WYNN is ideal for users with reading and learning disabilities. WYNN is optimized for mouse and keyboard users.

ZoomText
http://www.aisquared.com/zoomtext
ZoomText is a screen magnification program.  It enlarges and enhances everything on the users computer screen, allowing for better visual access of the material.  ZoomText also has options for many different visual settings so users can obtain more comfortable access to the display.  A built-in text-to-speech feature provides reading of email, webpages, or documents.  ZoomText is for users with functional, but impaired, vision.  ZoomText can be started by selecting Control+Alt+Z.


Assistive Technology Software Resources

For helpful tips on using this software, consider the following suggestions:
· Dragon NaturallySpeaking:
· Help menu available on the DragonBar.
· A tutorial is available in the Help menu.
· JAWS:
· Help menu available from the JAWS program window.
· Select the Training for DAISY training files.
· http://www.freedomscientific.com/downloads/training/training-downloads.asp
· OpenBook:
· Help menu available in OpenBook program window.
· Select Keyboard Commands.
· http://www.freedomscientific.com/products/fs/openbook-product-page.asp
· Select OpenBook User Guide.
· WYNN:
· Help menu available from WYNN program window.
· Choose Search option.
· Searches online for useful results.
· http://www.freedomscientific.com/lsg/products/wynn_tipsheets.asp
· ZoomText:
· Help menu available from ZoomText program window.
· http://www.aisquared.com/support/more/get_started/
