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Abstract:

Our global Internet connectivity relies on a network of fiber optic cable lines traveling
underwater between continents. This talk traces the imprint of colonialism on this material
infrastructure of the Internet. I will focus on Google’s Equiano project, an undersea fiber optic
cable line to be built between Portugal, Nigeria, and South Africa, to highlight the stakes of
infrastructural development embedded in colonial and racial ideologies. Reading Olaudah
Equiano’s autobiographical account of enslavement over and against the oceanic site of the cable
project, I reveal the violent subtext of slavery concealed in the project’s name. Operating in the
liquid pathways of colonialism, these new cable projects commodify datafied subaltern bodies
while controlling an infrastructure critical to the sovereignty of postcolonial nation-states.



