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Oklahoma Coal Production Data from 1996–2020 
By Brian J. Cardott (OGS coal geologist, 1996-2021; retired) 

The Western Region of the Interior Coal Province, defined by the U.S. Geological 
Survey (East, 2021; map below), includes Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
and Oklahoma. Coal geologists from the Western Region of the Interior Coal Province 
met annually from 1977-2021 to discuss coal production, stratigraphy, petrology, 
coalbed methane, and, later, gas shale activity. Below are annual Oklahoma coal 
production summary sheets, verified by coal operators, from reports given at forum 
meetings from 1997–2021. 

Cardott (2018) summarized Oklahoma coal resources, production, and uses. 
Cumulative Oklahoma coal production from 1873 to 2020 is 300,814,581 short tons. 
Oklahoma coal production records came from the following publications: 1873-1879 
data from Eavenson (1942); 1880-1923 data from U.S. Geological Survey Mineral 
Resources of the United States; 1924-1931 data from U.S. Bureau of Mines Mineral 
Resources of the United States; 1932-1948 data from U.S. Bureau of Mines Minerals 
Yearbook; 1949-2020 calendar year data from Oklahoma Department of Mines Annual 
Reports.  

According to the Oklahoma Department of Mines 2023 Annual Report (p. 28-30), 
“In response to the  ruling, the federal government ceased funding to 
Oklahoma to administer its coal program and the program was closed December 31, 
2021. Coal permitting and abandon mine reclamation programs were assumed by the 
federal Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE).” Total 
Oklahoma coal production in 2021 was 375 short tons. In 2022, no coal production was 
reported in Oklahoma. 

On the coal-mine maps from 2008–2019, green indicates the commercial coal 
belt and yellow indicates the noncommerical coal-bearing region in eastern Oklahoma 
(Cardott, 2018). The regions are the same in 1996–2007 maps. 
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Map showing coal fields of the conterminous United States (East,2021) 

Annual Forum of Coal Geologists of the Western Interior Coal Region 

1st Forum February 8-9, 1977 Lawrence, Kansas 
2nd Forum February 27-28, 1978 Lawrence, Kansas 
3rd Forum February 28-March 1, 1979 Norman, Oklahoma 
4th Forum February 21, 1980 Rolla, Missouri 
5th Forum March 10-11, 1981 Lawrence, Kansas 
6th Forum March 31-April 1, 1982 Norman, Oklahoma 
7th Forum March 17-18, 1983 Columbia, Missouri 
8th Forum April 10, 1984  Lincoln, Nebraska 
9th Forum April 2-3, 1985  Lawrence, Kansas 
10th Forum April 27-28, 1986  Tulsa, Oklahoma 
11th Forum May 5-6, 1987 Columbia, Missouri 
12th Forum May 3-4, 1988 Iowa City, Iowa 
13th Forum June 6-7,1989 Queen Wilhelmina State 
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Park, Mena, Arkansas 
14th Forum April 24-25, 1990  Pittsburg, Kansas 
15th Forum May 15-16, 1991 Norman, Oklahoma 
16th Forum June 2-3, 1992 Columbia, Missouri 
17th Forum May 25-26, 1993 Iowa City, Iowa 
18th Forum July 20-21, 1994 Fort Smith, Arkansas 
19th Forum July 11-12, 1995 Pittsburg, Kansas 
20th Forum July 16-17, 1996 Poteau, Oklahoma 
21st Forum September 17, 1997 Norman, Oklahoma 

(after AAPG Mid-Continent Section Meeting in OKC) 
22nd Forum  June 16-17, 1998  St. Joseph, Missouri 
23rd Forum August 30, 1999   Wichita, Kansas 

(during AAPG Mid-Continent Section Meeting in Wichita) 
24th Forum June 6-7, 2000  Fort Smith, Arkansas 
25th Forum June 19-20, 2001 Pittsburg, Kansas 
26th Forum May 21-22, 2002  Poteau, Oklahoma 
27th Forum July 8-9, 2003  Harrisonville, Missouri 
28th Forum May 18-19, 2004  Queen Wilhelmina State 

Park, Mena, Arkansas 
29th Forum May 24-25, 2005 Pittsburg, Kansas 
30th Forum June 6-7, 2006 Poteau, Oklahoma 
31st Forum June 5-6, 2007 Mt Magazine St.Pk, 
Arkansas 
32nd Forum  June 17-18, 2008 Montauk State Pk, Missouri 
33rd Forum June 23-24, 2009 Poteau, Oklahoma 
34th Forum May 25-26, 2010  Pittsburg, Kansas 
35th Forum May 17-18, 2011  Mt Magazine St Pk, 
Arkansas 
36th Forum May 15-16, 2012  Jefferson City, Missouri 
37th Forum June 4-5, 2013  Poteau, Oklahoma 
38th Forum June 3-4, 2014  Hutchinson, Kansas 
39th Forum June 16-17, 2015 Mt Magazine St Pk, 
Arkansas 
40th Forum May 19-20, 2016 Springfield, Missouri 
41st Forum June 6-7, 2017 Claremore, Oklahoma 
42nd Forum  May 14-15, 2018 Lawrence, Kansas 
43rd Forum May 14-15, 2019 Queen Wilhelmina State 

Park, Mena, Arkansas 
44th Forum May 12, 2020 COVID-19 ZOOM Meeting 
45th Forum May 11, 2021 COVID-19 ZOOM Meeting 
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