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 Dr . Bonnie  
Pit bl ado

Dear  OQ Readers, 

Spr ing is upon us, and as an-
other  academic year  w raps up, 
the f ield season has begun to 
blossom for  Oklahoma 
ar chaeologists.

In this spir i t of endings and be-
ginnings, we hope you enjoy the 
spr ing issue of OKPAN Quar-
terly, which celebrates both the 
tw i l ight of the spectacular  Spiro 
and the Art of the Mississippian 
World exhibi t at the National 
Cow boy & Western Her i tage 
Museum and the f luorescence 
of the enter taining and educa-
tional The Dirt podcast.

In addition, OQ w r i ter s share 
thoughts about the Netf l ix hi t 
movie The Dig, which you can 
(and should!) queue up any-
time. The f i lm does a better  job 
of por tr aying the f ield of ar -
chaeology than the much- loved 
(but in ar chaeological ci r cles, 
also much maligned) Indiana 
Jones ser ies. Not to wor r y, 
though, i t is sti l l  enter taining!

Happy spr ing and summer  to 
al l , and we hope that you can 
escape your  walls and enjoy the 
beauty of the great outdoors?  
and maybe even a visi t to an ar -
chaeological si te or  two. A tr ip 
to Spiro, anyone?

Yours in her i tage sol idar i ty,

(Background photo cour tesy of Delaney Cooley)

Let t er                                 
f r om                                 
OKPAN'S 
Execut ive 
Dir ect or

Bonnie Pi tblado 

OKPAN Executive Dir ector                               
Rober t E. and Virginia Bell                         
Professor  of Anthropological Ar chaeology                                                              
Univer si ty of Oklahoma
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Spr ing Events  
Calendar

(Scrol l  dow n to see ful l  l ist of events)

4
(Background photo cour tesy of Delaney Cooley)

Section 106 of the National Histor ic 
Preser vation Act Workshop (Vir tual)

Oklahoma Histor ical Society

May 11, 10:00AM

Oklahoma Archeological Sur vey and 
Section 106 Workshop (Vir tual)

Oklahoma Histor ical Society

May 12, 10:00AM

Archaeological Sur vey Forms and 
Field Work Workshop (Vir tual)

Oklahoma Histor ical Society

May 13, 10:00AM

Section 106 and Tr ibal Consultation 
Workshop (Vir tual)

Oklahoma Histor ical Society

May 14, 10:00AM

Tea and Talk at Hor izon Hi l l : Women 
and Wild West Shows

Chisholm Trai l  Museum and Hor izon 
Hi l l , Kingfisher

May 15, 11:30AM

On the Peak Lecture (Vir tual)

Paw nee Bi l l  Ranch and Museum

May 12, 12:00PM

On the Peak Lecture (Vir tual)

Paw nee Bi l l  Ranch and Museum

May 26, 12:00PM

Paw nee Bi l l  Puzzle Club (Vir tual)

Paw nee Bi l l  Ranch and Museum

May 30, 5:00PM

Section 106 Consultation Program 
presented by Lindsey Bi lyeu (Vir tual)

OKPAN Archaeological Ski l ls 
Workshop Ser ies: The Choctaw  Nation 
of Oklahoma Preser vation 
Depar tment

May 11, 1:00PM

Cultural GIS and Indigenous 
Archaeology Programs presented by 
Dr. Kr isten Walczesky and David 
Batton (Vir tual)

OKPAN Archaeological Ski l ls 
Workshop Ser ies: The Choctaw  NAtion 
of Oklahoma Preser vation 
Depar tment

May 12, 1:00PM

NAGPRA PRogram presented by 
Deanna Byrd(Vir tual)

OKPAN Archaeological Ski l ls 
Workshop Ser ies: The Choctaw  NAtion 
of Oklahoma Preser vation 
Depar tment

May 13, 1:00PM

Tr ibal Histor ies Ser ies: Matt Reed 
(Paw nee Nation THPO) (Vir tual)

OKPAN Tr ibal Histor ies Lecture Ser ies

May 26, 1:00PM

Tr ibal Histor ies Ser ies: Br ice 
Obermeyer  (Delaware Tr ibe THPO) 
(Vir tual)

OKPAN Tr ibal Histor ies Lecture Ser ies

June 9, 1:00PM

Tr ibal Histor ies Ser ies: TBA (Vir tual)

OKPAN Tr ibal Histor ies Lecture Ser ies

June 23, 1:00PM

Tr ibal Histor ies Ser ies: Chief Nelson 
Har jo (Alabama-Quassar te Tr ibal 
Tow n) (Vir tual)

July 7, 1:00PM

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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The Dirt on 
A rchaeology  

Outreach
By A nna Goldf ield
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   xplaining ar chaeology, or  any sci-
ence, to the public can be a tr icky 
task. Often, information about si tes, 
cultures, ar ti facts, or  methods are 
tucked away in academic journals 
that are w r i tten by exper ts, for  ex-
per ts. These ar ticles use special ized 
vocabular y that excludes r eaders 
who lack the r equisi te academic 
background. Researchers (and 
those of us who are academia-
adjacent) interested in shar ing ar -
chaeology w ith a non-special ist au-
dience can w r i te ar ticles for  popu-
lar  consumption, or  give public 
presentations, but those ap-
proaches might not have a w ide 
r each. Podcasts, audio shows that 
can be dow nloaded or  str eamed at 
a l istener?s convenience, provide a 
ter r i f ic oppor tuni ty for  science 
communication.

In 2018, my cohost, Amber  Zam-
bell i , and I saw  a need for  an acces-
sible, fun way to br ing archaeology 
to the public, and so we created The 
Dirt Podcast, a show  for  al l  ages 
and backgrounds about ar chaeol-
ogy, anthropology, and our  shared 
human past. Our  tr ajector y and the 
success of the podcast has show n 
me that science communication is 
not only a viable career  but my 
ow n passion and cal l ing. I?d l ike to 
share some of my enthusiasm for  
science communication in general, 
and podcasting in par ticular , by us-
ing The Dirt as a case study? w ith 
many thanks to the f ine folks at the 
OKPAN Quarterly for  al low ing this 
shameless plug of my ow n content. 
My hope is that some of you read-
er s w i l l  be inspir ed to consider  
podcasting as a way to share your  
ow n research or  ar chaeological 
stor ies w ith the wor ld.

Amber  and I met at Br yn Maw r  
College, where we were both un-
dergraduates in the archaeology 
depar tment, and have been close 
fr iends since then. Amber  special-
izes in the archaeology of the Ara-
bian Peninsula and the histor y of 
archaeology as a discipl ine and is 
grounded in theor y and cr i tical 
thinking. My background is in the 
analysis of animal r emains associ-
ated w ith archaeological si tes, and I 
special ize in the evolution and be-
havior  of ear ly Homo sapiens and 
our  close cousins, the Nean-
der thals. Combined, our  exper tise 
is al l  over  the map, which has be-
come a wonder ful advantage for  
two people inter ested in anything 
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Anna (top) and Amber (bottom) host 
a special live event, Episode 126 - 
The Dirt Caves In.

(Images cour tesy of Anna Goldf ield and Amber  Zambell i )

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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The Dirt Podcast's trademark 
designs are created by Anna 
Goldfield.

(Images cour tesy of Anna Goldf ield and Amber  Zambell i )

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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Can't wait to catch up w ith Anna and Amber? 
Check out their  social media for  more content. 

Please click on the icon to visit each link.

https://thedirtpod.com/episodes
https://www.facebook.com/thedirtpodcast
https://twitter.com/dirtpodcast
https://www.instagram.com/thedirtpod/
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Here's w hat OK PA N's 
been l istening to!

Episode 117 - Fish People
I  l ike that this episode showcases a l ighter  side of ar chaeology. I  learned a 
lot, even w ith i ts ver y unser ious topic, which shows how  enter taining and 
informative The Dirt can be. -El la Crenshaw , Assistant Dir ector

Episode 43 - Spil l ing t he Ant iqui-Tea: Ar t ifact  
Track ing and t he Ant iquit ies Black  Market
This is such an impor tant subject, and Anna and Amber  tr eat i t w i th their  
tr ademark blend of spot-on content and good humor. I t 's a great way to 
learn more about why the buying and sel l ing of ar ti facts is so harmful. 
-Bonnie Pi tblado, Executive Dir ector

Episode 101 - Myt ht er ies and Myt hnom ers
This episode breaks dow n common anthropological misconceptions 

r anging from who bui l t the Egyptian pyramids (spoi ler : i t 's not al iens) to 
how  people perceive the Dark Ages. They tackle misinformation, a tr icky 

topic, w i th humor  and ease. -Delaney Cooley, Editor -in-Chief   

Episode 131 - Race and Biological 
Ant hropology w it h Dr . Rachel Wat k ins

I  enjoyed l istening to the inter view  w ith Dr. Rachel Watkins, because I f ind 
biological anthropology fascinating. In the episode, she explained how  she 

got to where she is today, and for  a student, that was cool to l isten to! 
-Amber  Vinson, Intern

Episode 132 - Ot her  People of  Size
This episode explored both Western and non-Western documents, ar twork, 
and photographs to show  how  di f ferent cultures at di f ferent times idealized 
male body types in di f ferent ways, w ith var ying amounts of fat or  muscle 
being praised. I  enjoyed the connections to modern physiological r esearch 
on athleticism, as well  as the plenti ful puns that peppered the podcast. 
-Sarah Luthman, Education Coordinator

Please click on the title of the episode to listen.
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Digging for  the Tr uth: 
A Review of Netflix's The Dig

(Replica of the helmet from the Sutton Hoo ship bur ial 1. IH(40). CC BY 2.0)

By Sar ah Luthm an                   
and Delaney Cooley

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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    et?s talk about ar chaeology 
movies.

Ever y few  years or  so, the pow ers 
that be in Hollywood decide to in-
troduce another  archaeology f i lm 
into the univer se, and who can 
blame them? Archaeology is an ex-
ci ting f ield that has captured the 
hear ts and imaginations of gener a-
tions. When done well , movies l ike 
Indiana Jones and The Mummy have 
made the discipl ine more r elevant 
and exci ting to people ever ywhere. 
How ever , this popular i ty comes 
w ith a sl ight cost. Whi le there are 
kernels of tr uth in these f i lms, some 
por tr ay ar chaeologists as r eckless 
tr easure seekers or  digging up di-
nosaurs. Ar chaeology enthusiasts 
can identi fy and even enjoy or  
laugh at some of these misrepre-
sentations, but the general public 
may not have the background to 
make these distinctions. In fact, 
most of these movies form the 
foundation for  their  understan- 
ding.

So when Netf l ix teased the upcom-
ing r elease of a Br i tish archaeology 
drama at the beginning of the year , 
The Dig, the tr ai ler?s fami l iar  tone 
and images of shovel work had us 
cautiously optimistic for  a r eal istic 
por tr ayal of the discipl ine. The 
movie depicts the 1939 excavation 
of a ship bur ial over looking the 
River  Deben in Suffolk, England. 
Recognizing the mounds on her  
proper ty as ar chaeological ly signi f-
icant, Edi th Pretty hir ed a profes-
sional excavator , Basi l  Brow n, to 
begin working on the si te. His small 
operation uncovered what is 

undeniably one of most well-
know n ar chaeological si tes in the 
countr y, Sutton Hoo. The si te con-
sists of two ear ly medieval ceme-
ter ies dating between the 6th and 
7th centur ies; how ever , the f i lm fo-
cuses on the excavation of Mound 
1, a bur ied ship containing an elab-
orate ar ray of offer ings. One end 
held spears and a shield, whi le the 
other  contained cooking imple-
ments and utensi ls for  feasting. At 
the center  of the boat, ar chaeolo-
gists identi f ied the sword, helmet, 
pur se, and clothing of the deceased, 
l ikely a prominent leader  at the 
time. The individual was not r ecov-
ered in the excavations, but soi l  
analyses in the late 1960s suggest 
the body succumbed to the acidic 
soi l .

With this infor mation in hand, the 
question then becomes how  well 
did the movie depict archaeology? 
One Satur day night, we decided to 
snuggle up w ith our  blankets and 

L

(Bur ial Mound 2 at Sutton Hoo, Suffolk, UK. Geoff Dall imore. CC BY 2.0)

The Dig stars Carey Mulligan as 
Edith Pretty and Ralph Fiennes as 
Basil Brown.
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(Reconstructed Bur ial Mound. John H. Darch. CC BY 2.0; Replica of the Sutton Hoo helmet. Mark Ramsay. CC BY 2.0)

Reconstruction of Burial Mound 1 at 
Sutton Hoo.

Reconstruction of a helmet found at 
Sutton Hoo currently on display at 
the British Museum.
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(Bur ial Mound 2 at Sutton Hoo, Suffolk, UK. Geoff Dall imore. CC BY 2.0)
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(Bur ial Mound 2 at Sutton Hoo, Suffolk, UK. Geoff Dall imore. CC BY 2.0; Tranmer  House. Nei l  Theasby. CC BY 2.0)

Edith Pretty's  home near 
Woodbridge, Suffolk. Pretty and her 
husband purchased the estate to 
preserve and research the mounds.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT:
Spir o  and  t he Ar t  of  t he Mississippian Wor l d

By Delaney Cooley
With contributions by Amber Vinson and Savannah Miller
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(Background photo cour tesy of the Spiro Exhibi t at spiromounds.com)

   or  many of us, a tr ip to a her i tage 
museum is an ideal way to spend 
an afternoon. Explor ing rooms and 
getting up close and personal w ith 
objects from the past engages our  
senses and invokes our  cur iosi ty 
and imagination. However , few  of 
us take the time to consider  the 
process behind the scenes. Putting 
together  an exhibi t can be a multi -
year  commitment where museum 
staff  must simultaneously coordi-
nate w ith academics, descendant 
communities, ar ti fact r epositor ies, 
and ar tists. To tel l  a stor y well  and 
do r ight by the communities they 
r epresent, museums must be thor -
ough and consider ate in their  ac-
tions. The National Cow boy & 
Western Her i tage Museum?s re-
cently r eleased exhibi t on the Spiro 
si te in Oklahoma and broader  Mis-
sissippian landscape is a testament 

to this process.

Located along the Arkansas River  
in LeFlore County, Spiro was once a 
well- established cultural and rel i -
gious center. The si te began as a 
small farming vi l lage but later  ex-
panded as broader  social changes 
led to an increase in sedentism, 
mound bui lding, and distinctive 
iconography. At i ts peak, Spiro con-
sisted of 12 mounds, cer emonial 
areas, and a suppor t ci ty for  el i tes. 
The si te and associated r egion are 
descr ibed as Caddoan, communities 
that shared belief systems, iconog-
raphy, and social ties w ith Missis-
sippian cul ture. Spiro began to de-
cl ine in power  around AD 1400 
when w idespread environmental 
changes led to subsequent cultural 
changes, and the si te r emained 
largely untouched unti l  the 20th 
centur y.

16
(Cover  image cour tesy of Delaney Cooley. Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)

A short introduction to the exhibit currently on display at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.

F

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TijG48ERbDg
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(Background photo cour tesy of the Spiro Exhibi t at spiromounds.com)

17
(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com. Spiro Aer ial. Herb Roe. CC BY 2.0. )

Digital recreation of the Spiro 
archaeological site in southeastern 
Oklahoma.

Displays highlighting five Mississip-
pian ceremonial centers in Alabama, 
Georgia, I llinois, and Oklahoma.
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(Background photo cour tesy of the Spiro Exhibi t at spiromounds.com)

18
(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com. Images cour tesy of Dealney Cooley.)

Chase Earles (Caddo) and Starr 
Hardridge (Muscogee) collaborated 
on the "Everlasting Fire Plate," 
acrylic and plaster on ceramic.

"Everything Belongs" by Erin Shaw 
(Chickasaw) is currently on display 
in the exhibit.
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Bar r y ser ved as CEO of economic 
development cor porations for  
over  20 years. He has been di-
r ectly involved in national com-
mittees and local or ganizations 
that ser ved in protecting mi l i tar y 
instal lations and expanding mis-
sions that ser ve mi l i tar y famil ies. 
His photography hobby began at 
the age of 12, and as a published 
photographer , he donates his ar t 
to suppor t nonprofi t organiza-
tions. He cur rently r esides near  
Law ton where this photograph 
was taken.

A special thank you and congratulations to Barry Albrecht, our Spring 
issue cover photo contest winner! 
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THE OKLAHOMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

NEWS AND EVENTS

20
(Photos cour tesy of the Oklahoma Anthropological Society.)

Join the Oklahoma 
Anthropological Society!

Please click on the flyer to enlarge 
and click again to minimize.

Need a l i ttle more 
culture in your  

l i fe? The 
Oklahoma 

Anthropological 
Society welcomes 

anyone w ith a 
passion for  

Oklahoma histor y 
and her i tage.

Contact okla.anthro.society@gmail.com 
w ith any questions about your  

membership!
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Bob Picker ing

OKPAN FACES

Dr. Rober t B. Picker ing is the founding dir ector  
of the Museum Science and Management pro-
gram at the Universi ty of Tulsa. In 1984, he r e-
ceived a PhD in Physical Anthropology from 
Nor thwestern Univer si ty after  earning his BA 
and MA degrees in Anthropology from South-
ern I l l inois Univer si ty- Carbondale. Picker ing 
has severed as an educator , curator , and ad-
ministr ator  in major  Amer ican museums over  
the last 30 years. Dr. Picker ing's professional 
career  has combined anthropological r esearch 
w ith the broader  educational goals of 
museums.

21

Meet some of the folks on OKPAN's advisor y board! 
We'r e pleased to introduce you to the talented crew  

that helps inform the work we do at OKPAN. 

Randy Ut t
Randy Utt is a veteran teacher  of 35 years. She 
is a graduate of Oklahoma Baptist Univer si ty 
and holds a M.Ed. from Ar izona State 
Univer si ty. She cur rently teaches Gifted and 
Talented education w ith Putnam City Schools.  
In 2015, she tr aveled to Montana and was 
tr ained as a Project Ar chaeology Master  
Teacher. She has taught the cur r iculum to both 
col leagues and students. Randy is a l i fe-long 
learner , enjoys tr aveling, hiking, and al l  things 
ar chaeology!
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Please fol low  us on Facebook and Tw itter  and visi t 
our  websi te, okpan.org!

The Oklahoma Public Ar chaeology Network's
 Mission Statement:

Br idging communities w ith a passion for  the past through public 
education and outreach, r esearch and teaching par tner ships, and 

professional development oppor tuni ties.

OKPAN Quarterly Staff :

Delaney Cooley - Edi tor -in-Chief

~ Letters to the editor may be sent to ~
okpanquarterly@gmail.com 
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https://www.facebook.com/OKArchaeology/
https://twitter.com/OKPublicArch
http://okpan.org
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