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 Dr . Bonnie  
Pit bl ado

Dear  OQ Reader s, 

I t has been near ly a year  since the 
Covid- 19 pandemic inf i l tr ated the 
fabr ic of our  dai ly l ives, creating 
turmoi l, challenges, and hear tache 
in communities wor ldw ide. Indi-
viduals and insti tutions of ever y 
sor t have been for ced to adapt, and 
OKPAN is no exception. We are 
grateful, how ever , that one of our  
pr incipal means for  communicat-
ing for  our  audience? OKPAN 
Quarterly? has been distr ibuted 
online since i ts inception. Wr i ting 
the stor ies for  this w inter  2021 is-
sue has provided a bi t of normalcy 
for  us, and we hope that r eading 
them is a balm to your  soul as well .

In our  focal piece, we invi te you to 
enjoy the introduction to the ar -
chaeological ly themed photo-
graphic ar t of the late Corson 
Hir schfeld, a few  of which we in-
clude here in al l  their  visual splen-
dor. I f  you l ike the images and are 
comfor table w ith a social ly dis-
tanced and careful ly r egulated visi t 
to the Sam Noble Museum of Okla-
homa Natural Histor y (SNMONH), 
you can jump online to make your  
r eservation to see additional pieces 
in the cur rent ?Places of Power? 
exhibi t. Be sure to do that soon, 
though, because this temporar y 
exhibi t closes on March 28.

You can also now  view  a r ecording 
of the Januar y 21 OKPAN-
SNMONH-sponsored vir tual open-
ing presentation, ?What Makes a 
Sacred Place Sacred? Petroglyphs, 
Paintings and Ancient Dwell ings in 
the Southwest and Hawai?i .? Deliv-
ered by Dr. Kel ley Hays- Gi lpin, a 
curator  and professor  at Nor thern 
Ar izona Universi ty, the presenta-
tion provides nuanced context for  
understanding Hir schfeld?s splen-
did works.

The remaining contr ibutions in 
this issue of OQ (1) explain why 
your  kids? and you? may want to 
r ead chi ldren?s l i ter ature w r i tten 
by Indigenous authors and (2) 
over view  what we think are ter -
r i f ic her i tage- related educational 
r esources avai lable online. Teach-
er s and par ents who have found 
themselves teaching w i l l  f ind much 
to appreciate and use in both 
features.

Yours in her i tage sol idar i ty,

(Photo cour tesy of Delaney Cooley)

Let t er                                 
f r om                                 
OKPAN'S 
Execut ive 
Dir ect or

Bonnie Pi tblado 

OKPAN Executive Dir ector ,                              
Rober t E. and Virginia Bell                         
Professor  of Anthropological Ar chaeology,                                                              
Univer si ty of Oklahoma
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https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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Winter  Events  
Calendar

(Scrol l  dow n to see ful l  l ist of events)

4
(Photo cour tesy of Delaney Cooley)

Wor ld War  I: Lessons and Legacies 
Exhibi t

Oklahoma Ter r i tor ial Museum and 
Carnegie Librar y, Guthr ie, opens 
Februar y 2

Febr uar y 2

A Place for  Al l  People: Introducing the 
National Museum of Afr ican 
Amer ican Histor y and Culture Exhibi t

Oklahoma Ter r i tor ial Museum and 
Carnegie Librar y, Guthr ie, opens 
Februar y 2

Febr uar y 2

Antique Doll  Exhibi t

Fred and Addie Drummond Home, 
Hominy, concludes Februar y 27

Febr uar y 3

Life at Hunter 's Home: Voices of 
Enslaved People

Hunter 's Home Online Event, 
concludes Februar y 26

Febr uar y 4

Blacks on the Oklahoma Frontier : 
Law men, Outlaws, Cow boys, Cowgir ls, 
and Rodeos

 Oklahoma Histor ical Society Online 
Event

Febr uar y 6, 6:00 PM

Indian Ter r i tor y, 1863: Str ategy & 
Logistics in the Decisive Year  
presented by Dr. Zac Cowser t

Honey Spr ings Battlef ield Online 
Event

Febr uar y 12, 2:00 PM

Science Communication for  
Ar chaeologists presented by Anna 
Goldf ield

OKPAN Workshop Ser ies Online event

Mar ch 20, 2:00 PM

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Archaeology_Trowel.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/wwi-exhibit/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/wwi-exhibit/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/a-place-for-all-people-exhibit-opens/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/a-place-for-all-people-exhibit-opens/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/antique-doll-exhibit-2/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/antique-doll-exhibit-2/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/life-at-hunters-home-5/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/life-at-hunters-home-5/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/oklahoma-african-american-film-festival-virtual/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/oklahoma-african-american-film-festival-virtual/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/oklahoma-african-american-film-festival-virtual/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/event/oklahoma-african-american-film-festival-virtual/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/ohs/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/ohs/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/ohs/
https://www.okhistory.org/calendar/ohs/
https://www.ou.edu/okpan/education/workshop-series
https://www.ou.edu/okpan/education/workshop-series
https://www.ou.edu/okpan/education/workshop-series
https://www.ou.edu/okpan/education/workshop-series
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THE LIFE AND WORKS OF 
CORSON HIRSCHFELD

IMAGES THAT LIVE

By Delaney Cooley
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?Corson Hirschfeld has 
found places of power that 

survive by transcending 
the pragmatic and 

scientifically conceived 
needs of culture. They 

ignore the logic of needs.? 
? Dennis Haley, 

Minneapolis

   here are places across the land-
scape that draw  people to them 
time and time again. They possess 
an inherent quali ty, per haps di ff i -
cult to name, that is pow er ful in 
nature. Some of these places are 
considered sacred by the commu-
nities that know  them, and each in-
teraction they have ? constr uction, 
visi t, or  thought ? becomes an inte-
gral par t of that landscape?s 
histor y.

Corson Hir schfeld is one of the se-
lect few  who has been able to cap-
ture the essence of these places in 
his work. Inspir ed by a petroglyph 
on the shore of Hawai?I?s O?ahu in 
1979, Hir schfeld spent near ly a 
decade tr aveling to more than 20 
countr ies where he photographed 
cultural landscapes and si tes r ang-
ing from pyramids to stone monu-
ments to mounds to rock ar t. Each 
has a histor y of spir i tual signi f i -
cance to past communities and 
those l iving today, and he crafted 
this project to emphasize that r ela-
tionship as well  as the impor tance 
of preser ving these places.

As the project developed, 
Hir schfeld found conventional 
photography l imited his abi l i ty to 
capture l i fe and movement of sa-
cred si tes, so he uti l ized a multi -
media approach that brought tex-
ture to these images in a whole new  
way. His prefer red technique uti -
l ized the matte- sur face black and 
white imager y from a negative 
pr int before he would then color  
the image w ith dyes, watercolor s, 
acr yl ics, and penci l . The results are 
well  wor th the effor t as each image 
presents a breathtaking and per -
sonal exper ience of a visi tor  at the 
si te.

The culmination of his effor ts pro-
duced Places of Power: Painted 
Photographs of Sacred Landscapes, 
a stunning photograph ser ies that 
has been featured in Audubon, Ar-
chaeology, BBC television , National 
Geographic books, Southwest Art, 
and now  the Sam Noble Museum of 
Natural Histor y in Norman. The 
exhibi t is on display Januar y 6th 
through March 28th on the mu-
seum?s second- f loor  Higginbotham 

T



7

7 7

galler y. Visi tor s can explore more 
than 60 images from sacred si tes 
around the wor ld, including a 
number  of pieces from the Amer i-
can Southwest and Paci f ic islands. 
Several of these images are fea-
tured in this issue of the OQ.

The exhibi t is the f i r st time 
Hir schfeld?s work has been dis-
played since he passed away in 
Apr i l  2020. Follow ing a long career  
as a studio ow ner  in Cincinnati , he 
moved to Norman in 2006 to be 
w ith his w ife, Tassie Hir schfeld, a 
medical anthropologist in the De-
par tment of Anthropology at the 
Univer si ty of Oklahoma. Over  the 
years, his photographs have been 
show cased at museums and gal-
ler ies across the countr y, including 
the Smithsonian, and have ap-
peared in magazines l ike Natural 
History, Newsweek, Reader?s Digest, 
Smithsonian, Sports Illustrated, US, 
and the Washington Post Magazine. 
Admir er s of his work may also be 
interested in his photograph ser ies 
Objects of Myths and Mysteries, a 
col lection depicting objects of cul-
tural signi f icance cur rently r esid-
ing in museums.

Outside of his ar t, Hir schfeld?s ac-
complishments are as color ful and 
unique as his photographs. He is an 
author  who has contr ibuted pieces 
to scienti f ic journals, consumer  
magazines, and museum newslet-
ter s. He?s published several sus-
pense novels, including Aloha, Mr. 
Lucky and Freeze Dry. Our  r eaders 
may be par ticular ly interested in
Too High, a stor y that fol lows 
Hawai ian ar chaeologist Digger  Fi tz

as he teams up w ith his her petolo-
gist niece to solve a myster y involv-
ing r attlesnakes, archaeology, and 
murder. The quir ky novel pul ls 
from his r eal- l i fe interests in ar -
chaeology and his exper ience as a 
herpetologist and the f i r st edi tor  of 
the Journal of Herpetology. I t?s this 
same passion, cur iosi ty, and w it 
that are evident throughout his 
body of work.

To learn more about Corson 
Hir schfeld and his upcoming ex-
hibi t, visi t his personal websi te and 
the Sam Noble Museum?s Exhibi t 
page. Readers can also view  a 
r ecording of the exhibi t's opening 
presentation by Dr. Kelley Hays-
Gi lpin, "What Makes a Sacred Place 
Sacred?" by visi ting OKPAN's 
YouTube page.

Corson Hirschfeld on assignment in 
the American Southwest.

http://corsonhirschfeld.com/pages/bio/bio.html
http://corsonhirschfeld.com/pages/bio/bio.html
http://corsonhirschfeld.com/pages/bio/bio.html
http://corsonhirschfeld.com/pages/bio/bio.html
http://corsonhirschfeld.com/pages/bio/bio.html
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/upcoming-exhibits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDK7bqoT8k8


Hamakua District, Hawai'i. Shrine, 
Mauna Kea Adze Quarry. 



Hovenweep, Colorado. Equinox 
sunset through sight hole in wall.



Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde 
National Park, Colorado.
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Not hing About  Us, 
Wit hout  us.

    Why Archaeologists Should Be Reading Children's Literature 

By Indigenous Authors

By Kate Newton

11
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    erhaps you read The Indian in the 
Cupboard and Little House on the 
Prairie when you were a chi ld l ike I 
did. They were staples of mid- '90s 
cur r icula for  3rd and 4th grade stu-
dents. Maybe l ike mi l l ions of other  
students across the countr y you 
read them aloud in the classroom, 
completed shor t quizzes cover ing 
the r eading, and connected the dots 
appropr iately when your  teacher  
used them to bolster  a social stud-
ies or  histor y lesson. 

I  distinctly r emember  r eading the 
f i r st quote above aloud in class one 
day. After  hear ing i t I  glanced up to 
look at my fr iend Br ian Yazzie, who 
along w ith myself, was the only kid 
in our  vastly white and tiny nor th-
ern Michigan school to identi fy as 
Native. What I  r emember  is unre-
markable. Br ian didn?t bat an eye. 
He didn?t look up, blush, duck his 
head, get angr y, nothing. I  didn?t 
say anything ei ther. Ever ything 
went on as usual. The next kid 
picked up reading where the last 
left off . I t was a day l ike any other  
day. 

A lot has changed since the mid-
'90s. The Indian in the Cupboard 
and Little House on the Prairie are 
no longer  included in most cur r ic-
ula for  school age kids, and i f  they 

are r eferenced, i t is often pair ed 
w ith a heavy dose of context and 
discussion of the over t r acism pre-
sent in each book. Yet along w ith 
the acknow ledgment that such 
books had no place in the class-
room, other  books featur ing Native 
and Indigenous peoples stepped 
into place behind them.

These new  books were sti l l  w r i tten 
by and large by white people, and 
in the place of the clear  and crass 
r acism of their  predecessors, was 
something the w r i ter  Thomas King 
(Cherokee) cal ls a ?kinder , gentler  
r acism,?   super f icial ly appear ing to 
pay tr ibute to Indigenous cultures 
as well  as their  ?legends and 
myths.? To put i t bluntly, explici t 
r acism was replaced by cultural 
appropr iation, and the latter  ? ac-
companied by lovely ar t, sweet 
w r i ting and a guise of r espect ? can 
be much more di ff icult to cal l  out 
or  confront. 

I f  you want an example of what I?m 
talking about, check out the popu-
lar  books by w r i ter  Kathy Jo Wargin 
(a white woman), including ti tles 
such as, The Legend of Sleeping Bear  
and The Legend of the Lady?s Slip-
per. These are the books that are 
often r ead aloud in classrooms 

12
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?All his thoughts, all his dreams were centered on the miraculous, endless 
possibilities opened up by a real, live, miniature Indian of his very own. It 

would be too terrible if the whole thing turned out to be some sort of 
mistake.? ? The Indian in the Cupboard by Melissa Mathison

?She looked as if she were smelling the smell of an Indian whenever she 
said the word. Ma despised Indians. She was afraid of them, too.?                 

? Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder
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across the countr y today. After  al l , 
there just isn?t much l i ter ature to 
choose from. Approximately half  of 
US school chi ldren identi fy as peo-
ple of color  and yet less than 15% of 
books published for  chi ldren today 
feature or  even make mention of 
character s who identi fy simi lar ly. 
Clear ly, the problem hasn?t been 
resolved. 

So what does al l  this have to do 
w ith ar chaeology? A lot, actually. 
The paral lels between the f ield of 
ar chaeology and the wor ld of chi l-
dren?s l i terature about Indigenous 
peoples are many. Archaeology 
tel ls the stor ies of the past. I t is a 
predominately white f ield. The sto-

r ies ar chaeologists tel l , speci f ical ly 
those who work in Nor th Amer ica, 
are the stor ies and histor ies of l iv-
ing communities today. In the vast 
major i ty of cases, they are not the 
archaeologists? stor ies. Both ar -
chaeologists and w r i ter s of chi l-
dren?s l i terature are viewed as au-
thor i ty f igures. This last point is es-
pecial ly dr iven home when i t is 
teachers (whether  grade- school 
teachers or  col lege professors) who 
are the ones placing this infor ma-
tion in the hands of those there to 
learn from them.

The real point though is this, the 
stor ies we?re told as chi ldren be-
come the stor ies we normalize as 
adults, and as adults, we in turn 
share them w ith the next gener a-
tion, creating a potential cycle of 
misinfor mation. This cycle can 
even begin to feel l ike her i tage. I f  
we?re not careful, we may become 
protective of our  mistr uths; after  al l  
they were given to us as chi ldren, 
they are sentimental.

 

17

Cover of Kathy Jo Wargin's book, The 
Legend of the Lady's Slipper and an 

Amazon review  by a third grade 
teacher praising the book.

13
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So how  do we tel l  our selves and 
our  chi ldren the r ight stor ies? The 
ones that speak tr uth and don?t 
harm the communities that r ight-
ful ly claim them as their  ow n. The 
answer  is wonder ful ly simple. We 
make room for  those communities 
to tel l  their  ow n stor ies on their  
terms, and we make a point to l is-
ten to them when they do. We read 
beyond the bounds of our  f ield. We 
read w r i ting by Indigenous people. 
We speak to their  communities, and 
we bui ld our  plans for  the future, 
be i t an ar chaeological project or  a 
cur r iculum for  thir d graders, w i th 
them. 

For tunately, ar chaeology and chi l-
dren?s l i t seem to be moving in the 
r ight dir ection. Indigenous ar chae-

ology (ar chaeology by, for , and w ith 
Native peoples) is gaining ser ious 
tr action  and more Indigenous peo-
ple are author ing books for  chi l-
dren. I f  we lend our  suppor t to 
these changes, we may end up fos-
ter ing a new  kind of cycle where 
thir d graders don?t pass off  r acism 
in the classroom as a blasé ever y-
day occur rence and archaeologists 
don?t think tw ice about working 
collaboratively and respectful ly 
w ith Indigenous communities. Af-
ter  al l , those kids in the classroom 
(any of them) may one day grow  up 
to become ar chaeologists, so let?s 
work to make sure the stor ies they 
end up tel l ing are the r ight ones.
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Looking for  the r ight kind of books? Below  are some 
excellent r esources to explore:

Visi t: Amer ican Indians in Chi ldren's 
Li terature. AICL is a vast database on 
near ly ever ything having to do w ith 
Amer ican Indian Chi ldren's Li t. The si te 
was established in 2006 by Dr. Debbie 
Reese of Nambe Pueblo.   

Read the Recommended Reading List by 
the Fir st Nations Development Insti tute.

Visi t Oyate, a websi te and "a Native 
organization working to see that our  l ives 
and histor ies are por tr ayed w ith honesty 
and integr i ty, and that al l  people know  our  
stor ies belong to us."    

Final ly, check out the book, The Broken 
Flute: The Native Exper ience in Books for   

Chi ldren. 

*The title page for this article is interactive and features highly recommended books 
from AICL. Click on any individual book cover to expand it.
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https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Revised_Book_Insert_Web_Version_March_2018.pdf
https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Revised_Book_Insert_Web_Version_March_2018.pdf
https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Revised_Book_Insert_Web_Version_March_2018.pdf
http://www.oyate.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Flute-Experience-Contemporary-Communities/dp/0759107793


15

15 15

Heri tage Education in 
the Time of  COVID
A review of educational resources by 

Sarah Luthman and Noah Place

(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)
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      hi le browsing the Texas Public 
Archaeology Network website, I  
came across a l ink to The Best of 
The Archaeology on Web & Social 
Media (Lockdow n Edition). This is a 
l ist of 19 di f ferent cultural insti tu-
tions in the US and Canada that 
have put qui te a bi t of content on-
l ine. This l ist was created by        
Ar chaeoAnalytics, a company that 
promotes cultural her i tage and 
digi tal content onl ine, and i t 's much 
easier  to digest than their  enti r e 
websi te of hundreds of r esources.

The l ist of 19 insti tutions includes 
blogs, Facebook pages, Instagram 
accounts, Tw itter  accounts, a 
YouTube channel, and podcasts. Al-
though none of these sources pro-
vide information str ictly about Ok-
lahoma ar chaeology, they al l  do a 
beauti ful job of show casing ar ti -
facts, descr ibing f ieldwork, or  in-
terpreting histor ical bui ldings 
across the US and Canada. 

Educator s looking to get students 
interested in the past can f ind con-
tent about f ield methods, curation 
techniques, and ar ti fact identi f ica-
tion. Ar chaeologists w i l l  f ind job 
postings and suggestions for  how  to 
keep faci l i t ies and programs run-
ning dur ing COVID lockdow ns. 
Anyone w ith a personal interest in 
ar chaeology w i l l  f ind enough con-

tent about the US and Canada to 
keep them busy for  months. I f  you 
are looking for  something more 
speci f ic, you can check out Ar -
chaeoAnalytics? main website to 
search the social media accounts of 
over  500 US and Canadian 
Insti tutions.

Read on to learn about some of my 
favor i tes!

If  you want to learn what l i fe was 
l ike for  George Washington and his 
fami ly, visi t the blog Lives and 
Legacies. Star ted long before 
COVID, these entr ies investigate 
questions about George Washing-
ton?s chi ldhood at Fer r y Farm, the 
house he bui l t for  his sister  at Ken-
more, the dai ly l i fe of enslaved 
people who l ived on these proper -
ties, and the visi tor s to George 
Washington?s house. Recent topics 
include a summar y of the f ieldwork 
done at Fer r y Farm dur ing 2020, a 
descr iption of how  lab work was 
done at home dur ing the pandemic, 
a compar ison of the ar tistic styles 

(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)
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A Guide to Ar chaeology on the Web 
and Social  Media
Sarah Luthman, Public Archaeology Education Coordinator

https://medium.com/cultural-analytics/the-best-of-archaeology-on-web-social-media-lockdown-edition-35e568ce4b83
https://medium.com/cultural-analytics/the-best-of-archaeology-on-web-social-media-lockdown-edition-35e568ce4b83
https://medium.com/cultural-analytics/the-best-of-archaeology-on-web-social-media-lockdown-edition-35e568ce4b83
https://medium.com/cultural-analytics/the-best-of-archaeology-on-web-social-media-lockdown-edition-35e568ce4b83
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of the por tr ai ts at Kenmore, a l in-
guistic analysis of the valedictions 
that George Washington used at the 
end of al l  of his letter s, an investi -
gation of tea ceremony etiquette, a 
histor ic document analysis con-
cerning the impor tant role of a 
prominent enslaved man named 
Bi l ly, and a summar y of the spy 
r ing that helped George Washing-
ton tr ansmit intel l igence dur ing the 
war. For  anyone wanting to learn 
or  teach about the Amer ican Revo-
lution, l i fe in the colonies, or  ar chi-
tecture and ar t from the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centur ies, this blog 
is a gem.

One of the many Facebook pages 
featured on this shor t l ist is that of 
the Arkansas Archeological Survey, 
which often works w ith our  ow n 
sur vey here in Oklahoma to learn 
about si tes along the bor der  of our  
two great states. Recently, the 
Arkansas Archeological Sur vey has 
been posting a ser ies of weekly 
videos celebrating International 
Ar chaeology Day 2020, mostly fea-
tur ing the ar chaeologists at the 
var ious r esearch stations through-
out the state. Readers can check out 
one of their  r ecent posts to learn 
about Arkansas's new  State Ar -
chaeologist, Dr. Melissa Zabecki , 
who star ts in Januar y 2021. This 

Facebook page reposts the 
Arkansas Archeological Society 
chapter s? talks and news, shares 
information about r ecent f ieldwork 
done by staff  at the Survey, adver -
tises job postings, and col laborates 
w ith other  ar chaeologists to del iver  
interesting Zoom talks about r e-
gional ar chaeology topics.

If  you prefer  Tw itter , check out the
San Diego Archaeological Center , a 
museum and curation faci l i ty that 
has posted or iginal content fr e-
quently over  the last several years. 
I  r eal ly enjoy their  weekly ques-
tions that ask fol low ers to tr y to 
identi fy an object from their  col lec-
tions of pre-contact and histor ic ar -
ti facts. They also host r egular  ?Liv-
ing Room Lectures? and ?Brow n 
Bag Sessions? online w ith ar chae-
ologists who teach about ever y-
thing from Renaissance medical 
practices to the search for  Amelia 
Earhar t?s missing plane. Posts ear -
l ier  this fal l  also addressed f ield 
methods such as Ground Penetrat-
ing Radar  and Dendrochronology. 
I f  you want a plethora of beauti ful 
pictures w ith a l imit of 280 char ac-
ter s, spend some time browsing this 
Tw itter  account.

(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)
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    here are hundreds of r esources 
avai lable to help teachers incorpo-
rate ar chaeology into their  class-
rooms, but we know  just how  chal-
lenging i t can be to identi fy educa-
tional mater ials that engage stu-
dents and meet the Oklahoma Edu-
cation Standards. The Sam Noble 
Museum of Natural Histor y pro-
vides the per fect solution. As par t 
of their  education programming, 
they have developed a ser ies of 
Discover y Ki ts that br ing museum 
science to K- 12 classrooms across 
the state. Four  of these ki ts di r ectly 
discuss ar chaeology and culture 
r ight here in Oklahoma: ?Celebrat-
ing Culture? (Grades K- 2), ?Okla-
homa Ar ti facts? (Grades 3-5), ?Dig-
ging in the Past? (Grades 6-8), and 
?Anthropology 101? (Grades 9- 12). 
Read the fol low ing for  more infor -
mation and a br ief summar y of 
their  ?Digging in the Past? Discov-
er y Ki t.

The ?Digging in the Past? Discover y 
Ki t comes w ith several ar ti facts, in-
cluding projecti le points, potter y 
sherds, and bone tools. In addi tion 
to these ar ti facts, the Discover y Ki t 
provides three activi ties that teach-
er s can do w ith their  students. 
Fir st, there is a str atigraphy lesson 
where students w i l l  ?excavate? ar -
ti facts to col lect data from di f ferent 
time per iods in Oklahoma histor y 
and learn how  we can use an ar ti -
fact?s location in the ear th to deter -
mine i f  i t is younger  or  older  than 
other  ar ti facts. The second activi ty 
addresses potter y r econstruction. 
Students are encouraged to use the 
potter y sherds from the ar ti facts 
included in the ki t to r econstruct a 
broken ceramic pot and col lect data 
on i ts design. After  i t is r econ-
str ucted, students identi fy which 
Oklahoma culture created the pot. 
The last activi ty is cal led ?Trashcan 
Archaeology.? Ar chaeologists ex-
amine tr ash from the past, and in 

(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)
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Sam  Noble Museum  Pr ovides 
Discover y Ki t s for  the Classr oom
Noah Place, OKPAN Intern
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this activi ty, students explore the 
modern r elevance of this practice 
by r econstructing a household?s ac-
tivi ties from the contents of a mod-
ern tr ash can.

The best par t about these ki ts is 
that they are fr ee! They are avai l-
able for  two weeks at a time and 
can be shipped through the mai l or  
picked up dir ectly from the Sam 
Noble Oklahoma Museum of Nat-
ural Histor y. I f  nei ther  of these is 
an option for  teachers, this ki t can 
also be dow nloaded digi tal ly from 
the museum?s website (visi t Sam 
Noble here). The physical ki ts are 
avai lable to classrooms and home-
school educator s but must be r e-
ser ved through the museum in ad-
vance due to l imited avai labi l i ty.

    

    

(Background photo cour tesy of Jul ie Beynon Burnett/Shutter stock.com)
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The Sam Noble Museum's Discovery Kits cover 
eight science and social studies standards listed in 
the Oklahoma Academic Standards:

1. Asking questions (for science) and defining problems (for 
engineering)

2. Developing and using models
3. Planning and carrying out investigations
4. Analyzing and interpreting data
5. Using mathematical and computational thinking
6. Constructing explanations (for science) and designing 

solutions
7. Engaging in argument from evidence
8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

With the "Oklahoma Artifacts" 
Discovery Kit, students learn about  
people who lived in Oklahoma in the 
past by investigating artifacts. 

https://samnoblemuseum.ou.edu/education-2/discovery-kits/
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THE OKLAHOMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

NEWS AND EVENTS

22
(Photos cour tesy of Alanis Ramos Ber r ios)

Ok lahom a Resear ch Awar d 
Recipient  2021

Congratulations Alanis Ramos Ber r ios!

 The OAS grant w i l l  suppor t Alanis, a graduate student 
at the Univer si ty of Oklahoma, as she completes a 
study of the faunal mater ial at the Bullcreek Site in the 
Oklahoma Panhandle. The si te is a Late Paleoindian 
encampment that contains the r emains of at least 26 
di f ferent animal species. She w i l l  analyze these 
remains and complete a micro-residue analysis to 
r eveal more about Paleoindian Plains culture.

20



21

21

Br andi  Bet hke 

OKPAN FACES

Brandi Bethke received her  PhD from the 
Univer si ty of Ar izona and is cur rently the 
Laborator y Dir ector  for  the Oklahoma 
Archeological Sur vey where she oversees the 
processing of col lections for  analysis and 
curation, student internship oppor tuni ties, and 
public outr each ini tiatives. Her  r esearch 
focuses on understanding interactions between 
humans, animals, and the landscape in the 
Nor th Amer ican Plains from the Late 
Precontact Per iod to the present day. She is 
interested in the engagement of Indigenous 
communities w ith var ious forms of colonial ism 
and the long-term consequences of these 
processes. Her  most r ecent work has involved 
col laborative projects centered on bison 
hunting and processing activi ties, the adoption 
of hor se pastoral ism by the Native peoples of 
US and Canada, and the sur vivance of 
Indigenous cultural practices dur ing the 
Reser vation Per iod in Montana and Oklahoma.

21

Meet some of the new  faces joining 
OKPAN's advisor y board! We'r e pleased to 

introduce you to the talented crew  that 
helps inform the work we do at OKPAN. 
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Deanna Byr d 

OKPAN FACES
Deanna Byrd is a proud mother  to three 
beauti ful ly spir i ted chi ldren:  Max, Emma, and 
Mi les. She completed her  education at the 
Univer si ty of Oklahoma (BS) and I l l inois State 
Univer si ty (MS) w ith a concentration in 
Landscape Archaeology in the Dutch West 
Indies. Deanna has been w ith the Choctaw  
Nation of Oklahoma Histor ic Preser vation 
Depar tment for  f ive years. Deanna ser ves as 
the NAGPRA Liaison for  her  tr ibe, leading a 
systematic search for  Choctaw  ancestor s in 
col lections nationwde. She advocates for  Tr ibal 
col laboration, meaningful consultation, and the 
r espectful tr eatment of ancestr al human 
remains pr ior  to r epatr iation. 
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Kev in  Pier ce Wr ight
Pier ce grew  up in Virginia just across the r iver  
from Washington DC. He received his BA from 
Wake Forest Univer si ty in 2015 and spent 
several summers excavating in Nor th Carol ina. 
After  two years of Cultural Resource 
Management, Pier ce r eceived his Master 's 
degree from the Univer si ty of Alabama. Dur ing 
his studies, he had the oppor tuni ty to work 
w ith the Choctaw  Nation of Oklahoma Histor ic 
Preser vation Depar tment analyzing ar ti facts 
from Shomo Takali , an 18th-centur y Choctaw  
vi l lage. Pier ce is cur rently a PhD student at the 
Univer si ty of Oklahoma and hopes to f ind new  
ways to make ar chaeology publicly beneficial 
by blending ar chaeological science w ith 
tr adi tional know ledge. 



23

23

Please fol low  us on Facebook and Tw itter  and visi t 
our  websi te, okpan.org!

The Oklahoma Public Ar chaeology Network's
 Mission Statement:

Br idging communities w ith a passion for  the past through public 
education and outreach, r esearch and teaching par tner ships, and 

professional development oppor tuni ties.

OKPAN Quarterly Staff :

Delaney Cooley - Edi tor -in-Chief

Kate New ton - Assistant Editor

~ Letters to the editor may be sent to ~
okpanquarterly@gmail.com 
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https://www.facebook.com/OKArchaeology/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/OKPublicArch
http://okpan.org
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