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Introduction to NASA

Supports research in Science and Technology

Provides various research related initiatives in a wide 
range of funding mechanisms

Understanding NASA’s structure, opportunities and 
submission systems is essential to success



• NASA’s Grant and 
Cooperative 
Agreement Manual 
(GCAM) is the 
comprehensive policy 
guidance on the pre-
award, award, and 
post-award phases of 
a NASA award

• GCAM website

https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/gcam-mar-2025.pdf?emrc=982b64
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/gcam-mar-2025.pdf?emrc=982b64


NASA Funding Opportunities 

NASA uses 4 primary funding opportunity types:

– Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
– Cooperative Agreement Notice (CAN)
– NASA Announcement (AN)
– NASA Research Announcement (NRA)

• Includes Research Opportunities in Earth and Space Science  
(ROSES) 



NASA
Types of 
Submissions
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Notice of Intent

Preliminary 
Proposal

Full Proposal



NASA’s Two Step 
Submission Process

 NASA Two-Step Proposal Process
 Some NASA programs have a required two-step proposal process. For these programs, a 

Step-1 and Step-2 proposal are required.
 Step-1 Proposal
• Similar to a Notice of Intent (NOI), provides an abbreviated presentation of the intended 

research.
• Usually, no budget information required.
 Step-2 Proposal
• May or may not require invitation to submit following Step-1 proposal. This requirement 

varies by program as described in the program solicitation.
• Includes a detailed technical, management, and budget plans
• Proposal, must be submitted by ORS by the proposal due date.



Where to Find NASA 
Funding Opportunities 

NASA Solicitation and Proposal Integrated 
Review and Evaluation System (NSPIRES)

Grants.gov

Research Opportunities in Space and Earth 
Science (ROSES)

NASA Science Mission Directorate (SMD)

https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/
https://www.grants.gov/
https://science.nasa.gov/researchers/sara/grant-solicitations/
https://science.nasa.gov/researchers/sara/grant-solicitations/


NASA’s Solicitation and Proposal 
Integrated and Evaluation System 

(NSPIRES)
• NSPIRES facilitates the submission, evaluation, and 

management of research proposals to NASA

• Encompasses all stages of the proposal process

• Dual Anonymous Peer Review (DAPR)- ensures that 
both proposers and reviewers remain anonymous during 
the evaluation phase

• NSPIRES registration – need to be affiliated with OU. 
– Email ris@ou.edu for any questions or issues with registration

https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/
mailto:ris@ou.edu


NSPRIRES NOFO



NASA Research Announcements 
(NRAs) -ROSES

• ROSES is one of the largest NASA list of 
Notice of Funding Opportunities and supports 
earth and space science research

• ROSES is a large complex solicitation 
platform

• Promotes scientific research, technological 
advancements, and international 
collaborations https://nspires.nasaprs.com/

https://science.nasa.gov/researchers/sara/grant-solicitations/
https://nspires.nasaprs.com/


OU Process for Submitting 
the NASA Proposal 
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Fill out an Infosheet here.

Work with your PDS on your internal routing documents (statement of work, budget, and 
budget narrative) Internal routing ensures acknowledgment and certification of 
stakeholders within OU (e.g., PIs, Co-PIs, department chairs/college deans).

ORS has legal authority to submit the proposals through Grants.gov or NSPIRES after the 
internal routing is complete.

Internal routing should begin at least two weeks prior to sponsor deadline and four weeks 
prior if the proposal involves subcontracts. All other NASA proposal components are 
required at a minimum of 3 business days prior to the NASA proposal deadline for review

https://ors.ou.edu/proposal/infosheet/infotype/prod-userlogin.asp


Common NASA
 Proposal Components
Proposal 

Summary / 
Abstract

Data 
Management Plan

Science  or 
Technical  

Management Plan

Biosketches and 
Current & 
Pendings 

Support Letters Detailed Budget 
(multiple formats)

Facilities and 
Equipment List



NASA Biosketches and  
Current & Pendings

• NASA requires the use of Common Forms for 
Biosketches and Current Pendings (other support)

• These forms are fillable and can be found on the 
NASA Grants Policy and Compliance Website

• Instructions on how to sign the Biosketch or Current 
and Pendings is listed here.

https://www.nasa.gov/grants-policy-and-compliance-team/#Regulations
https://www.nasa.gov/grants-policy-and-compliance-team/#Regulations


NASA Budget and
 Budget Justification 

• Budget
• What funds do you need to pay for the work you propose to be 

completed?
• ORS budget template is required. The sponsor may require 

additional budget file formats.
• Voluntary cost share is prohibited by the University

• Budget Justification
• A written document that describes in words how the funding will be 

used.
• May require a cover page
• Some require detailed yearly or cumulative budgets
• Some require redacted (no salary or IDC cost information)

https://www.ou.edu/content/dam/research-norman/docs/grants/MasterBudgetSheet.xlsx
https://www.ou.edu/content/dam/research-norman/docs/grants/MasterBudgetSheet.xlsx


NASA Conflict of Interest Disclosure and
Training Requirements before Submission

NASA Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI) Disclosure for 
Investigators
• NASA requires that all investigators disclose all significant 

financial interest that are held personally to determine if a conflict 
of interest exists

• Applies to all senior/key personnel 

Research Security Training (Effective Aug. 5, 2026)
• Applies to all senior/key personnel (PI’s, Co-PIs, and Co-

Investigators). NASA may 
• Must be within 1 year prior to the proposal submission
• Through OnPoint
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https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/gic-23-07-conflict-of-interest-policy-0.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/gic-23-07-conflict-of-interest-policy-0.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/gic-26-02-research-security-training-requirements.pdf


NASA Proposals – Review Criteria
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Financial (NASA Grants Officer, NASA Shared Service Center)
For reasonableness, necessity, allocability, and allowability of costs, fit with project scope; 

possible budget revisions due to budget limitations at NASA or other reasons

Technical and Programmatic
Often peer-reviewed, for fit with solicitation purpose and goals, compliance with NOFO and 
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Manual and the need for and likely success of the project

Administrative
Not late, organization and PI meet eligibility, page/font/spacing, no personnel or organizations 

are debarred or suspended



ORS Submission Policy
ORS submission policy requires all final proposal documents be 
uploaded to NSPIRES at least three business days prior to 
the sponsor submission deadline. 

Proposal documents uploaded at least three business days prior 
to the submission deadline will  be reviewed for compliance. 

Documents uploaded later than three business days will be 
submitted without a review or compliance check. 

• The PI and their respective Department or College will assume the 
responsibility for any rejections due to non-conformity/non-compliance. 
This includes resolving any financial discrepancies with the budget.

18



Resources 
• ORS Website: https://www.ou.edu/research-

norman/research-services/ 

• ORS Training Website : 
https://www.ou.edu/research-
norman/research-services/training

• ORS FAQs: https://www.ou.edu/research-
norman/research-services/faq 

• Center for Faculty Excellence (CFE); The 
Research & Creative Activities Team: 
https://www.ou.edu/cfe/research

• ProposalShortTips.pdf

• Proposal Development Page
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https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
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https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/faq
https://www.ou.edu/cfe/research
https://ou.edu/content/dam/research-norman/docs/training/ProposalShortTips.pdf
https://ou.edu/content/dam/research-norman/docs/training/ProposalShortTips.pdf
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/proposal-development
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/proposal-development


ORS Contact 
Information

• Research Information Services 
(ris@ou.edu) can answer general questions or 
direct you to the appropriate person

• Sogol Rasouli, Associate Director of 
Research Information Services 
(Sogol.rasouli@ou.edu) 

• Bonnie VanWinkle, Associate Director, 
Proposal Services (bvanwinkle@ou.edu) 

• Leslie Flenniken Kelly, Associate Director of 
Award Administration  (lflenniken@ou.edu) 

• Jennifer O’Hern, Faculty Relations and 
Operational Excellence Manager 
(jennifer.ohern@ou.edu)

mailto:ris@ou.edu
mailto:cgclark@ou.edu
mailto:bvanwinkle@ou.edu
mailto:lflenniken@ou.edu
mailto:jennifer.ohern@ou.edu


https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-
services/research-services-home

CoRA for Frequently Asked Questions and Website Navigation

https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home
https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/research-services-home


Questions 
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