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Causal Argument Revision Guide

· Write your name on your classmate's essay. 

· Read your classmate's essay carefully.

· Then, number each paragraph in the left margin.  Use these numbers to make specific comments about the essay.

· You can recommend expanding, omitting, compressing, and rearranging parts of the essay.

· Make 2 copies of each revision letter that you write.

· Remember that to get full credit for your revision letter, you need to comment on each of the following points.

1. Underline the claim. Make any suggestions for improving the claim. Is it a causal claim?

2. Comment on the introduction of the essay.

3. On the essay, number the reasons (R1, R2 etc.) Comment on any of these that are not clear.  If you can think of additional reasons, tell the author.

4. On the essay, identify the conditions of rebuttal (CRI, CRII etc.).Suggest some others if you feel there are not enough of these in the essay. 

5. On the essay, identify responses to conditions of rebuttal (RSI, RSII etc) Are these strong responses? Make suggestions for improving the responses.

6. Add a comment about any paragraph that does not contain one of the essay elements above.  What do you recommend for this paragraph?  Does it belong in the essay?  Advise the author.

7. What suggestions do you have for rearranging the paragraphs?

8. How could the flow of the essay be improved?

9. Comment on the way sources are used in the essay.

10. Comment on the conclusion.

11. What suggestions do you have for improving the PATHOS of this essay?

12. Note the strengths of this essay.

13. In a final comment at the end of your review, note the weaknesses of this essay.

14.  Circle the words that you think describe the intended audience for this essay:

MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE THAN THE AUTHOR

LESS KNOWLEDGEABLE THAN THE AUTHOR        BIASED    

   DISINTERESTED

ANTAGONISTIC TO THE CLAIM

CURIOUS ABOUT THE TOPIC        ACCEPTING OF THE CLAIM

15.  Circle all the adjectives that describe the author’s ethos.  Add any other adjectives that you think are applicable.

THOUGHTFUL       WELL-INFORMED      SARCASTIC     SELFISH  

  REASONABLE
UNINFORMED


ARROGANT     CREDIBLE     BITTER     BIASED     CHARITABLE

