Causal Argument Response Guidelines

Before you begin reading the essay, go to TOOLS, OPTIONS, USER INFORMATION.  Type in your name so that all of your comments will be identified with your name.  (If you prefer not to use the computer for this response, follow the guidelines below underlining and identifying all of your ideas on the paper and making a list of your comments that you can give to the author at the next class.) After reading each essay, use the Insert-Comment function to:

1. Identify the claim. Make any suggestions for improving the claim.

2. Number the reasons (R1, R2 etc.) Comment on any of these that are not clear.  If you can think of additional reasons, tell the author.

3. Identify the grounds (G1, G2 etc.).  Tell the author where you think more grounds are needed.

4. Identify the conditions of rebuttal (CRI, CRII etc.).Suggest some others if you feel there are not enough of these in the essay.

5. Identify responses to conditions of rebuttal (RSI, RSII etc) Are these strong responses? Make suggestions for improving the responses.

6. Identify which causal connections (the warrants in this kind of essay) need more explanation, or backing.

7. Add a comment about any paragraph that does not contain one of the essay elements above.  What do you recommend for this paragraph?  Does it belong in the essay?  Advise the author.

8. In a comment at the end of the essay, make suggestions about the Pathos, Ethos, and Organizational plan of the essay.

9. In another comment at the end of the essay, note the strengths of this essay.

10. In a final comment at the end of the essay, note the weaknesses of this essay.

Save the essay with your comments as “ (your name)’s Comments” to the desktop.  Then post this new Word document to the WebBoard for your group.  Your classmates will be able to read your comments from WebBoard at any time.

Before you leave class today, make sure you have posted your own draft (without comments) to the WebBoard for your group so that your classmates can prepare or finish comments for you outside of class.

