Cultural Discovery Essay Syllabus*

*This syllabus is subject to change.  It is also available on the website for this class: http://www.ou.edu/faculty/R/Judith.R.Reynolds-2

Aug. 31  Secrets to Successful Essay Writing

Assignment:  Finish reading about Describing on p. 43-53 in your packet. 

Sept. 3  Labor Day Holiday--NO CLASS

Sept. 5  Finish Sharing Secrets to Success, Assign the Essay, Invention techniques

Assignment:  Read and enjoy the sample essays on p.54-68 in your packet.

Find a topic for your essay.
Sept. 7 Invention techniques 

Assignment: Find a topic for your essay. Write a revision letter for the author of the essay you are assigned using the guidelines on p.69 in your packet. Sample letters are on p. 70-72.

Sept. 10 Sample Revision Group, Essay Criteria 

Assignment: Find effective examples of Naming, Detailing, Comparisons, and Sensory Description in the sample essays on p.54-68.  Be prepared to share these examples with the class. Find a topic for your essay
Sept. 12 Naming, Detailing, and Sensory Description

Assignment:  Describe in detail one of the people or a place or an action that is related to your discovery.  Use as many of the describing techniques that we have discussed as you can.  You can insert this description into your draft of the essay if you like it.

Sept. 14 Share descriptions, In-class writing

Assignment:  Write the first draft of your Cultural Discovery essay.  Write it in ink or type it, and bring ______ copies of it to the next class. 

Sept. 17 Exchange Essays, Begin Verb Tense Review
Assignment:  Read the two essays your classmates have written.  Write a complete revision letter for each of your classmates using the guidelines on p.69 in your packet.  Bring 2 copies of each letter that you write.  You must bring the letters for your classmates to the next class.

Sept. 19 Revision Group Work.  Discuss the responses to your classmates’ essays.

Assignment:  1.Complete the Revision Group Response questions on p.73 in your packet.  2. Write a dialogue that is related to the essay you are writing.  Your dialogue could be between people in your essay or the words you said to yourself during the events you are describing.  Consult p. 341-343 in Keys for Writers for information about using quotation marks. 

3. Pick up the Writing Center handout on writing dialogue.  The Writing Center is in room 209 Physical Sciences Center.

Keep the letters your classmates wrote to you because you will submit them with your final draft of this essay.

(FYI) Sept. 20  OU Cousins "Meet Your Cousin" Event  7:00 p.m. Union Ballroom Take your completed Cousins application (p. 19 in your packet) to the event if you would like to be matched with American "cousins".

Sept. 21  Share dialogues. Beginnings

Assignment:  1.Write another beginning for your essay. 

2. Write a second draft of your Cultural Discovery essay and bring ____ copies of it to the next class.

(FYI) Sept. 23 3:00 p.m.  Oklahoma Fancy Dancers will be performing at the Paul F. Sharp Concert Hall in the Catlett Music Center.  Native American powwow music and dance at it finest accompanied by drum groups.  A narrator will introduce the dances and explain the dancers' regalia.  Cost to students:  $4.50

Sept. 24 Exchange Essays.  Finish Verb Tense Review

Assignment:  Read the two essays your classmates have written. Write a complete revision letter for each essay that you read using the guidelines on p. 74.  Bring 2 copies of each letter that you write to the next class.  Remember that these letters must be ready to share at the next class.

Sept. 26  Revision Group Discussions

Assignment:  Bring a copy of your most recent draft of the essay to the next class.  Also bring Keys for Writers to class.  

Keep the letters your classmates wrote to you because you will submit them with your final draft of this essay.

Sept. 28  Proofreading/Formatting your essay
Assignment:  Complete your Cultural Discovery essay.  Bring 2 typewritten copies of the essay to the next class.  Remember to just staple these pages together—don’t use a plastic cover or folder.  Also bring copies of both earlier drafts of this essay and all of the letters that you received. (There should be 5 letters in all).

Oct. 1  Your Cultural Discovery Essay is due in class TODAY

Assignment:  Answer the reflections questions on p. 27 in your packet about your experiences writing the Cultural Discovery essay.  Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

