Course _________________
                   Name _________________________________

Answers to "How do writers go about writing?"

If you answered correctly, award yourself with a star (*) in the margin. 

1. Janet Emig (1971) found that only four of the sixteen professional writers she questioned normally used outlines, so the correct answer is c. But count yourself correct if you checked d, that none made outlines; that's close enough.

2. The professional writer that Nancy Sommers observed began writing without formulating a main idea, so the correct answer is b (Sommers, 1981).

3. Alice Trillin was interviewing her husband, Calvin Trillin, a regular author of books, columns, and articles, so the correct answer is a (Trillin, 1981).

4. Richard Braddock found that 13% of the pragraphs he examined began with a topic sentence, so the correct answer is d (Braddock, 1988). But count yourself correct if you checked c, 37%--that's close enough.

5. One good piece of advice for wirters is, "just start writing, maybe you'll find out what you want to say" (Hartwell & Bentley, 1982). So the correct answer is c.

6. A good metaphor for improving one's writing is that it's like improving one's ability to play basketball--relax, practice a lot, and take chances (Hartwell & Bentley, 1982). So the correct answer is c.

Now circle the number of your correct answers on the chart below.
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Now fill in the blank in the following sentence:

"For me, it will be ______________________ to adopt the process approach to writing emphasized in this class."

