Questions #4

1. Jennie Nelson and John R. Hayes observed college students writing "research papers" in freshman and upper division classes at Carnegie-Mellon University.  Some of the students they observed had good experiences in writing their papers, and they received good grades.  Other students had bad experiences, and, on the whole, they received bad grades.

Name a couple of characteristics that Nelson and Hayes noted about the writing processes of the students who had good experiences and earned good grades.  (Check any two.)

___ a.
They allowed enough time.

___ b.
They made careful outlines.

___ c. 
They used a spellchecker to check their spellings.

___ d. 
They copied it over neatly before turning it in.

___ e.
They had a personal interest in and commitment to their topics.

___ f.  
They used endnotes rather than footnotes.

___ g. 
They used footnotes rather than endnotes.

___ h.
They used current, authoritative sources, like dictionaries and encyclopedias.

___ i.
They did everything their instructor said to do, whether it made sense or not.

___ j.
They wrote only on topics they already knew about.

How sure are you of your answers?  (5 = very, very sure)


1 _____
2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 ______

While we're on this problem, did Nelson and Hayes observe any instructor effects?  That is, in this study, did instructors make a difference?

___ a.
Of course they did--Nelson and Hayes observed "powerful" instructor effects.

___ b.
Of course not--all research paper assignments are alike, so the instructors made no difference.

sure?  1 _____

2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 _____


 nope







   yup

If you answered b to this question, you may stop, for you've done enough work on this problem.  If you answered a, however, you'll want to continue on by checking some things that instructors did that fostered better research experiences for students (check any four).

___ a. 
they insisted on the need to avoid plagiarism

___ b. 
they got students started early

___ c.
they insisted on neatness and accuracy

___ d.
they focused on high-level goals

___ e.
they stressed the need to report accurately what the sources said

___ f.
they let students write for audiences other than the teacher

___ g.
they approved students' outlines before allowing them to start writing

___h.
they gave intermediate feedback during the writing process

___ i.
they offered extended instructions about endnotes of footnotes, as appropriate

How sure are you of your answers?  (5 = very, very sure)


1 _____
2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 ______

2. Marlene Schommer, a researcher at the University of Illinois, performed two experiments, the first with senior high school students, as an award-winning dissertation project, the second with community college students.  In both experiments, she questioned the students about their beliefs about the nature of knowledge, and then she tested their reading comprehension of technical scientific passages.  She found four "beliefs about the nature of knowledge" that seemed to interfere with, or restrict, their reading comprehension.

Two of those false beliefs were:  (Check any two.)

___ a.
Knowledge comes quickly, or not at all.


___ b.
Scientific knowledge is tentative, always subject to change and revision.

___c.
Scientific knowledge is immutable; if never really changes.

___ d.
God created the world in six days, and, on the seventh day, She or He rested.

___ e. 
You should always wash your hands before you go to the bathroom and ​after you 


eat (or, if you prefer, vice versa).

___ f.
Scientists sometimes work collaboratively, pooling their ideas.

___ g.
A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.

How sure are you of your answers?  (5 = very, very sure)


1 _____
2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 ______

3. Researchers asked two subjects a question on the order of "how do you go about writing?"  Here are their answers:

Subject 1.
Generally, I write everything many times over. All my thoughts are second thoughts. and I correct each page a great deal, or rewrite it several times as I go along. . . . Things come to me in driblets, and when the driblets come I have to work hard to make them into something coherent.

Subject 2. 
I have a whole bunch of good ideas and I start writing the major ones first because they are the ones that are in the front of my mind.  Then the smaller ones start coming three-quarters of the way in the page and maybe a whole bunch of those, a swarm of those.  So I might write as many of them as I can . . . .  It doesn't take that long.

One of these subjects was a professional writer, the other was a student.  Which one was the professional writer?

___ a.
Subject 1

___ b.
Subject 2

How sure are you of your answers?  (5 = very, very sure)


1 _____
2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 ______

While we're here,  which one of these subjects writes more like the way you write?

___ a.
Subject 1

___ b.
Subject 2

And which one of these subjects writes more like the way your professors would like you to write?

___ a.
Subject 1

___ b.
Subject 2

How sure are you of that last answer?  (5 = very, very sure)


1 _____
2 _____
3 _____
4 _____
5 ______

