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49th Annual Drosophila Research Conference 

 
The 49th Annual Drosophila Research Conference was held on 2 to 6 April, 2008, at the Town 

and Country Resort & Convention Center, San Diego, CA.  The 2008 Organizing Committee was 
Nancy Bonini (University of Pennsylvania), Susan Celniker (Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory), Brian Oliver (NIDDK, NIH, HHS), and John Tamkun (University of California, Santa 
Cruz).  The conference was sponsored by The Drosophila Board in association with the Genetics 
Society of America, 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814-3998.  The Program and Abstracts 
Volume lists 899 presentations, including 156 platform session talks and 743 posters.   
 
 
Historical Address Speaker 
 
Antonio Garcia-Bellido (Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid, Spain).   
 
 
Plenary Lectures 
 
David Bilder (University of California, Berkeley).  Trafficking and polarity in the control of 

Drosophila growth.   
Dietmar Schmucker (Harvard Medical School, Cambridge, MA).  Ig-receptor diversity in insect 

immunity and neuronal wiring.   
Sara Cherry (University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia).  Pathways of anti-viral immunity. 
Artyom Kopp (University of California, Davis).  Cross-regulation of HOX and sex determination 

genes in development and evolution. 
Stephen Cohen (Temasek Life Sciences Laboratory, Singapore).  MicroRNA functions. 
David Anderson (California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA).  Modeling emotional behavior 

in Drosophila. 
Rachel Wilson (Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA).  Using electrophysiology and genetics to 

dissect neural circuit function. 
Mark Biggin (Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, CA).  Quantitative analysis of the 

transcription network controlling early embryo patterning. 
Manolis Kellis (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA).  Regulatory genomics in 

Drosophila species. 
Pat Simpson (Cambridge University, United Kingdom).  Two or four bristles:  Evolution of 

regulation of the achaete-scute genes. 
Allan Spradling (Carnegie Institute of Washington, Baltimore, MD).  Regulation Oogenesis:  From 

stem cells to steroids.   
 
 
Workshops 
 
Ecdysone Workshop 
 Organizers:  Craid Woodard (Mt. Holyoke, South Hadley, MA) and Randall S. Hewes 

(University of Oklahoma, Norman). 
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Gases in Drosophila Physiology and Development 
 Organizers:  Greg Beitel (Northwestern University, Evanston, IL) and Eric Johnson 

(University of Oregon, Eugene). 
 
ModENCODE 
 Organizer:  Kevin White (University of Chicago, IL). 
 
Monoamines 
 Organizer:  Kyung-An Han (Pennsylvania State University, University Park). 
 
Cell Cycle and Checkpoints 
 Organizers:  Tin Tin Su (University of Colorado, Boulder) and Claudio Sunkel (Instituto de 

Biologia Molecular e Celular and Universidade do Porto, Portugal). 
 
The Maternal to Zygotic Transition:  Deciphering the Ultimate Genetic Switch 
 Organizers:  John Sisson (University of Texas, Austin) and Howard Lipshitz (University of 

Toronto, Canada). 
 
Drosophila Research and Pedagogy at Primarily Undergraduate Institutions (PUI) 
 Organizers:  Don Paetkau (Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN) and Mark Hiller (Goucher 

College, Baltimore, MD). 
 
Chromosome Pairing and Trans-Sensing Effects 
 Organizer:  Giovanni Bosco (University of Arizona, Tucson). 
 
Extracellular Matrix 
 Organizer:  Halyna Shcherbata (University of Washington, Seattle). 
 
Drosophila Population Genomics 
 Organizers:  Chuck Langley (University of California, Davis), Chip Aquadro (Cornell 

University, Ithaca, NY), and Andy Clark (Cornell University, Ithaca, NY). 
 
Longevity and Functional Senescence – Catch the Rhythm 
 Organizers:  Larry Harshman (University of Nebraska, Lincoln), John Tower (University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles), Mike Grotewiel (Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Richmond), and R.J. Wessells (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor).   

 
Cell Death 
 Organizers:  Andreas Bergmann (MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX) and Jamie 

Rusconi (University of Albany, NY). 
 
RNA Control and Developmental Processes 
 Organizer:  Talila Volk (Weismann Institute, Israel). 
 
Immunity and Pathogenesis 
 Organizers:  Brian Lazzaro (Cornell University, Ithaca, NY) and Louisa Wu (University of 

Maryland, College Park). 
 


